
 

 
 
 

PARISH OF OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL & ST SIMON STOCK, CARMELITE CHURCH 

41 KENSINGTON CHURCH STREET, LONDON W8 4BB 

Web: www.carmelitechurch.org  Email: enquiries@carmelitechurch.org 

Tel. 0207 937 9866   Mobile: 0770 8203 595  

@kensingtoncarmelitechurch on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram 

Sunday Mass Times: Sat Vigil 6.00 p.m., Sun. 8.30 a.m., 10.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m. 

Weekday Mass Times (including Bank Holidays): 8.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m. 

Livestream (All Masses): www.carmelitechurch.org & YouTube: “Kensington Carmelite Church” 

  Confessions: Sat: 11.30 a.m. – 12.15 p.m. & 5.00 - 5.50 p.m. Mon - Fri: 5.40 p.m. - 6.00 p.m. 

Priests in the Parish: Fr Matt Blake OCD, Fr John McGowan OCD, Fr John Williamson OCD  

    Fr Jerome Ituah OCD, Fr Joseph Odiahi OCD, Fr Bartholomew Senewo OCD  

    Fr Yamai Bature OCD 

Safeguarding Rep: Franca Bren 
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S U N D A Y  

N E W S L E T T E R  
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time             20th September 2026 

To follow the 

Mass Readings 

on your phone, 

please scan the 

QR Code: 

 

   Home Mission Sunday 
 

Traditionally we see “Missions” as sending missionaries to some foreign land. We will be celebrating 

“World Mission Sunday” in October. Today we are invited to reflect on the Church’s mission, and our own 

personal mission, nearer to home. The words of St. Paul in our second reading are a good starting point: 

“Let your manner of life be worthy of the Gospel of Christ”. 
 

These words of St. Paul to the Christians of Philippi remind us that our lives influence others. The life lived 

by a Christian proclaims that person’s Christianity – people know we are disciples of Jesus Christ by the 

way we live, and that way of living draws others to Jesus Christ. That is what St. Paul observes in the 

churches he has founded, and the same is true today. 
 

We must never underestimate our influence on others – in fact, we cannot avoid influencing others [for 

good or for bad]. As Christians our lives have the capacity to influence others and to do genuine good in 

our society and our world – we do not have to use words or do anything special; who we are and how we 

live speaks. Occasionally words are needed, or asked for, but mostly it is silent witness that proclaims what 

we believe. Most of the time we do not see or have any awareness of the good being done by the lives we 

live. 
 

Let us reflect on the words of Isaiah in our first reading today: “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 

ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” The prophet is reminding the people of 

God’s presence in their lives, and of how limited their appreciation and understanding of His presence is. 

This applies even more so for those who are disciples of Jesus Christ and have received the gift of the Holy 

Spirit.  
 

When we live good lives, when we pray and sincerely seek God, and when we are open to helping others 

in whatever opportunities present themselves; God works in and through us in ways beyond our knowledge 
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You may make your offering or donation by scanning this 

QR Code with your mobile phone 

Thank you and God bless! 

 

 

 

 

 

             Fr Matt Blake, OCD

   

Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1,566.19 

    Gift Aid Envelopes £78 

     

Thank you for your generosity  

 

or understanding. That was true when the Prophet Isaiah was writing and it is even more true today in our 

personal lives and in the church. We need to hear this message, and our world needs to hear it. 
 

This year the Church has chosen the Pope’s recent encyclical on AI, and other modern developments, as 

the specific theme for Home Missions Sunday. The Gospel speaks to every dimension of our lives; there is 

no where in human life that does not need the Good News of Jesus Christ. Every new development brings 

new challenges. The Holy Spirit is always guiding us as a Church and as individuals as we face up to these 

challenges. 
 

Today’s second collection goes to helping various initiatives that the Church in England and Wales is taking 

to help and support individuals and organisations to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ. Thank you 

for your generosity. 
 

Orion Orchestra Concert  
 

The Friends of Westminster Cathedral will host the Orion Orchestra on Thursday 24 September, 

performing Schubert’s C major Cello Quintet with guest cellist David Son. 6.30 pm, Westminster 

Cathedral Hall Tickets £30, including refreshments.  
 

Book online: westminstercathedral.org.uk/news-event/orion-symphony-orchestra-2/ 
 

Enquiries: friends@rcdow.org.uk 

Faith Formation Programmes 
 

This time of year, we invite people to register for our various programmes 
 

First Holy Communion: children who aged seven or over 
 

Confirmation: young people aged thirteen or over 
 

RCIA: Adults who wish to receive the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist. Adults 

belonging to other faith communities who wish to be received into Catholic Church. Also, adult Catholics 

who have been away from Church participation for a long time and wish to partake in a programme of 

return. 
 

A special thanks to those who give their time and talents to lead and facilitate these programmes. We also 

invite anyone who feels the call of God to help with these programmes and help pass on the gift of faith 

to others. 
 

Application forms for First Communion and Confirmation can be found at the back of the Church 
 

For further information please email: enquiries@carmelitechurch.org 
 

Monthly Parish Gathering 
 

Today after 10.00am mass everyone is invited to spend some time together and partake in the generously 

provided refreshments. This is an important opportunity to get to know each other and to build up the 

community. A special thanks to those who prepare this for us. 

 

NOTICES 
 


