
 

 
 
 

PARISH OF OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL & ST SIMON STOCK, CARMELITE CHURCH 

41 KENSINGTON CHURCH STREET, LONDON W8 4BB 

Web: www.carmelitechurch.org  Email: enquiries@carmelitechurch.org 

Tel. 0207 937 9866   Mobile: 0770 8203 595  

@kensingtoncarmelitechurch on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram 

Sunday Mass Times: Sat Vigil 6.00 p.m., Sun. 8.30 a.m., 10.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m. 

Weekday Mass Times (including Bank Holidays): 8.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m. 

Livestream (All Masses): www.carmelitechurch.org & YouTube: “Kensington Carmelite Church” 

  Confessions: Sat: 11.30 a.m. – 12.15 p.m. & 5.00 - 5.50 p.m. Mon - Fri: 5.40 p.m. - 6.00 p.m. 

Priests in the Parish: Fr Matt Blake OCD, Fr John McGowan OCD, Fr John Williamson OCD  

    Fr Jerome Ituah OCD, Fr Joseph Odiahi OCD, Fr Bartholomew Senewo OCD  

    Fr Yamai Bature OCD 

Safeguarding Rep: Franca Bren 
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S U N D A Y  

N E W S L E T T E R  
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time             13th September 2026 

To follow the 

Mass Readings 

on your phone, 

please scan the 

QR Code: 

 

   Catholic Education Service 
 

We are at the beginning of the school year. The Church invites us to reflect on “Education” in all its many 

aspects and dimensions. Education is one of the most important gifts we have all received in life; yet so 

often we take it for granted or see it as a right. So many of our brothers and sisters in previous generations 

did not have this privilege, and indeed that is still the case for children and young people in many parts of 

our world today. 
 

Education has been a priority for Christianity right from the beginning. Jesus was a teacher and so were his 

followers. It is interesting to note that wherever Christian missionaries went they usually built the school 

first – the Church came later. A clear sign that education was the beginning of evangelisation, and the 

beginning of the transformation of the lives of the people the missionaries came to serve. 
 

The situation is no different today. An interesting statistic we read in the Westminster Diocesan Yearbook 

is that the Diocese has 198 schools [it has 206 parishes]. That is an enormous commitment to education – 

just think of the number of teachers, governors, chaplains, staff, parents, and volunteers. And most 

importantly the thousands of our young people who are receiving an excellent education. All of this is 

supported by the Church’s education service; staff at national, Diocesan and local level. 
 

Today we take a special collection to support this important mission of the Church. Thank you for your 

generosity and support. 
 

Finally let us pray for all our young people beginning the new academic year and for their parents, families, 

and teachers. Let us give thanks to God for the gifts we have received: “How deep are the riches and 

wisdom and knowledge of God. How unfathomable are his judgements, and untraceable his ways. Who has 

ever known the mind of the Lord? Who has been his advisor? Who has given him anything, so will receive 

anything as a recompense? For from him and through him and to him are all things, and to him be glory 

forever! Amen”. [Romans 11: 33 – 36] 

 

 

REFLECTION 
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You may make your offering or donation by scanning this 

QR Code with your mobile phone 

Thank you and God bless! 

 

 

 

 

 

             Fr Matt Blake, OCD

  

Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1567.32 

    Gift Aid Envelopes £131 

     

Thank you for your generosity  

Fr John McGowan OCD 
 

This week Fr. John celebrates fifty years as a Carmelite Friar. We congratulate him and thank him for 

all these years of prayer, service and self-giving. No words can summarise the work he has done and 

the people he has served and helped. We give thanks to God and to Fr John. We hope and pray that he 

has many more years of prayer, work, and service, and that God will bless him with health and 

happiness. 
 

A special mass will take place at Our Lady of Victories Church, Kensington High Street, Tuesday 15th, 

6.00pm. All are welcome. 
 

[There will be 6.00pm mass as usual in our Church that evening] 
 

Our Lady of Penafrancia 
 

Today in our Church we have a special mass at 2.00pm to celebrate the feast of Our Lady of 

Penafrancia. This devotion originated in Spain around 1400, near the city of Salamanca, on a mountain 

called Pena de Francia. Since 1714 it is a very important devotion in the Philippines. I would like to 

thank our Philippine community for organising this event and for all they contribute to our Church. 
 

We look forward to having a new statue of Our Lady of Penafrancia installed in our Church – a special 

thanks to those who have donated it. 
 

 

Faith Formation Programmes 
 

This time of year, we invite people to register for our various programmes 
 

First Holy Communion: children who aged seven or over 
 

Confirmation: young people aged thirteen or over 
 

RCIA: Adults who wish to receive the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist. Adults 

belonging to other faith communities who wish to be received into Catholic Church. Also, adult 

Catholics who have been away from Church participation for a long time and wish to partake in a 

programme of return. 
 

A special thanks to those who give their time and talents to lead and facilitate these programmes. We 

also invite anyone who feels the call of God to help with these programmes and help pass on the gift 

of faith to others. 
 

Application forms for First Communion and Confirmation can be found at the back of the Church 
 

For further information please email: enquiries@carmelitechurch.org 
 

Home Mission Sunday 
 

Next Sunday, September 20th, is “Home Mission Sunday”. A special collection will be taken to 

support the Church’s mission in this county. 
 

 

NOTICES 
 


