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N 17" Sunday in Ordinary Time 26" July 2026 |oX
NG PARISH OF OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL & ST SIMON STOCK, CARMELITE CHURCH o
M 41 KENSINGTON CHURCH STREET, LONDON W§ 488 o8
N Web: www.carmelitechurch.org Email: enquiries@carmelitechurch.org >N
= Tel. 0207 937 9866 Mobile: 0770 8203 595 =%
N= @kensingtoncarmelitechurch on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram 247
N Mass Times: Sun: Sat Vigil 6.00 p.m., Sun. 8.30 a.m., 10.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m. 77,
SN Weekdays (including Bank Holidays): 8.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m. XS
2 Livestream (All Masses): www.carmelitechurch.org & YouTube: “Kensington Carmelite Church” XS
2. Confessions: Sat: 11.30 a.m. — 12.15 p.m. & 5.00 - 5.50 p.m. Mon - Fri: 5.40 p.m. - 6.00 p.m. XS
=N Priests in the Parish: Fr Matt Blake OCD, Fr Thaddeus Ekuma OCD, RS
O Fr John Williamson OCD, Fr Joseph Odiahi OCD, Fr Bartholomew Senewo OCD, Fr Anthony T
N Parsons OCD & Fr Yamai Bature OCD =
e Safeguarding Rep: Franca Bren =
: N To follow the % :
N : Mass Readings : X
D REFLECTION on your phone, D
oA please scan the o
: : OR Code: : :
E E Good Leadership E E

%o | Inaweek in which we have a new Prime Minister, it is opportune to reflect on leadership as the bible presents | =X
N2 | it to us. Human beings have always needed, and depended upon, leaders — that is true for every nation, culture, | £
QA | religion; and every era of history. The people of the bible are no different. In the bible we read about a great | Ng
X | variety of leaders: both the leaders of Israel and leaders of all the nations around. All these leaders have one
2 thing in common; they are all flawed, some worse than others — the bible does not tell us about one perfect | &

¥< | political, military, religious, or cultural leader. Even the two most revered political leaders, David and Solomon, | S
%= | are flawed and commit serious sin. Telling us of their flaws is an important part of the bible message. Only | =X

24, L&)
QA | God is perfect, no human being is, no matter how successful, powerful, or revered they are. 7%,
24, L&)
%= | Inour first reading today, we hear a great example of good leadership, from Solomon. Every leader would like | =&

QA | God to ask them this question: “Ask what I shall give you”. In the ancient world a king would be expected to | 2

24,

o | ask for: long life, economic prosperity, and victory over one’s enemies — in every nation and culture these were | X&

X | considered to be gifts given by the gods to the leaders they favoured; and people prayed and offered sacrifices | &S
2 | to the gods for these. el
N &
X | Solomon asks for something far greater, and much more in keeping with the wishes of the God of the bible — | X%
2R | “Give your servant an understand mind to govern your people, that I may discern between good and evil”. | Q&
X< | This is not what would be expected, it is totally original; and God is very pleased with Solomon’s answer. God | g N
%= | compliments Solomon for not asking for what he would be expected to ask for, and for asking for the gift which | =&
N is most in accord with the mind of God. This tells us two things: Firstly, in the bible the relationship between 2%
oA | God and his people differs fundamentally from the relationship between people and their gods in other religions | X&
=X | and cultures. Secondly the relationship between the leader and God is fundamental to the protection, wellbeing, | &S
29 | and quality of lives of the people. %
A &
24) L 76
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NS | Solomon will, for the most part, be a very successful leader. His reign is remembered and celebrated in the
N bible as an era of peace and economic prosperity — a very rare combination in that part of the world in any era
“ga of history, including our own. Solomon built the temple and gave the people of Israel a prestige it never
o enjoyed before or after.

~Za Our world today needs leaders who can discern right from wrong, good from evil, the good of all from the
o good of just a few. There are lessons to be learned from the bible — the questions we ask today and the issues
290 | we confront are not new. We can learn from those who have gone before us, and the scriptures and the
&g | teachings of the Church have much to teach us, and to teach our leaders. Let us pray for our leaders: political,
Mo | cultural, educational, economic leaders, and all who exercise influence and power over the lives of others.

o NOTICES

L) World Day for Grandparents and Elderly

oA | Today we celebrate the lives of grandparents and all who are elderly. These two prayers have been given to
9 | us by the Bishops Conference.

QA Prayer for Grandparents

~a Lord Jesus, You were born of the Virgin Mary, the daughter of Saints Joachim and Anne. Look with love on
oA grandparents the world over. Protect them! They are a source of enrichment for families, for the Church and
‘:;? for all of society. Support them as they grow older. May they continue be for their families, strong pillars of
2 | Gospel faith, guardians of noble domestic ideals, living treasures of sound religious traditions. Make them
Bo | teachers of wisdom and courage, that they may pass on to future generations the fruits of their mature human
%a | and spiritual experience.

&< | LordJesus, help families and society to value the presence and role of grandparents. May they never be ignored
‘:;; or excluded, but always encounter respect and love. Help them to live serenely and to feel welcomed in all the
Qa | years of life which you give them.

Mg | Mary Mother of all the living, keep grandparents constantly in your care, accompany them on their earthly
W= | pilgrimage, and by your prayers, grant that all families may one day be reunited in our heavenly homeland,
0 | where you await all humanity for the great embrace of life without end. Amen.

O . .
o Pizza Evening

Qa Today after 6.00pm mass you are all invited to spend some time together in the garden; get to know each
oN other and partake in the pizzas and other food available. A special thanks to those who have prepared it. Please
2 | come along, everyone welcome.

S Important Security Notice: WhatsApp Scam Alert

28 | The Diocese has alerted us to a new WhatsApp scam using Al to create fake messages — including a
&g | fabricated video of the Archbishop — to impersonate clergy and request money.

282 | Please be cautious:

ReZ™) e Do not trust unexpected messages or videos claiming to be from clergy.
N ¢ Never send money or personal details in response.

~a e Verify any request by contacting the parish directly.

g e Report suspicious messages to www.reportfraud.police.uk

o You may make your offering or donation by scanning this
2R QR Code with your mobile phone

Do Thank you and God bless!
N Ja e ———
‘:;? Collections Last Sunday Offering £1440.15
2 Gift Aid Envelopes £128

N Thank you for your generosity Fr Matt Blake, OCD
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