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15" Sunday in Ordinary Time 12 July 2026

PARISH OF OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL & ST SIMON STOCK, CARMELITE CHURCH

41 KENSINGTON CHURCH STREET, LONDON W3 488
Web: www.carmelitechurch.org Email: enquiries@carmelitechurch.org
Tel. 0207 937 9866 Mobile: 0770 8203 595
@kensingtoncarmelitechurch on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram
Mass Times: Sun: Sat Vigil 6.00 p.m., Sun. 8.30 a.m., 10.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m.

Weekdays (including Bank Holidays): 8.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m.
Livestream (All Masses): www.carmelitechurch.org & YouTube: “Kensington Carmelite Church”
Confessions: Sat: 11.30 a.m. — 12.15 p.m. & 5.00 - 5.50 p.m. Mon - Fri: 5.40 p.m. - 6.00 p.m.

Priests in the Parish: Fr Matt Blake OCD, Fr Thaddeus Ekuma OCD,
Fr John Williamson OCD, Fr Joseph Odiahi OCD, Fr Bartholomew Senewo OCD, Fr Anthony
Parsons OCD & Fr Yamai Bature OCD
Safeguarding Rep: Franca Bren

To follow the
Mass Readings
on your phone,
please scan the

OR Code:

‘A sower went out to sow.’

NOTICES

Stella Maris Sunday

The following is a reflection from “Stella Maris” — a Catholic Charity that ministers to seafarers throughout the
world:

“The parable of the Sower is one of the most well-known teachings of Jesus. He delivered this parable beside the
Sea of Galilee, a significant location for his ministry. The setting is described as, Jesus sitting in a boat while a large
crowd gathered on the shore, eager to hear his teachings. In the New Testament, the sea often serves as a setting for
revelation and transformation.

It is by the Sea of Galilee that Jesus calls his first disciples, inviting them to become “Fishers of Men”. In that
moment, their lives changed for ever as they leave behind certainty and follow a new path of mission and service.
At times, the sea also represents the unknown, the depths of human emotion, or the forces of nature that are beyond
human control. The sea is often a metaphor for the journey of life, full of challenges but also of opportunities for
growth.

The life of a seafarer is a mix of hard work, long separations from family and the resilience to face unpredictable
seas. A typical contract for those who call the ocean their workplace lasts several months, often with limited internet
access, while working in shifts around the clock. It is a profession built on discipline, sacrifice, and the hope of a
better future for one’s family. Life as a seafarer is not always smooth sailing. Isolation, exhaustion, anxiety, and
uncertainty can weigh heavily on those who work far from home and community. This is why the work of Stella
Maris is so important.
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Through chaplains and ship visitors, Stella Maris offers pastoral, practical, and spiritual support, friendship and a
Q) listening ear to seafarers and fishers in ports around the world. A simple visit can remind someone that they are not (5
N forgotten. A conversation, a prayer, or help contacting family can become a source of hope in difficult times. In (&
K today’s Gospel the seed must die before it comes to life, and it is helped with the rain and the sun. Those at sea N
Q) must leave family and home in order for their loved ones to remain. This Sea Sunday we too can play our part as X

Q) the Sowers of the seed by putting our faith into action by supporting the seafarers who grace our shores.” (2
N
Q) The second collection taken at today’s mass will be given to Stella Maris Charity. ()

Q) Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Sunday Parish Gathering (&

X | Thursday July 16™ is the feast of Our Lady of Mount Next Sunday July 19" we have our monthly parish (5
Q) Carmel; the principal feast of the Carmelite Order and the gathering after 10.00am mass. Please come along (&
N

Patronal Feast of this Church. Masses are at our usual to spend some time together, make new friends, N
Q} weekday times. The solemn mass will be Thursday and enjoy the food. A special thanks to those who (5
Q) 6.00pm. very generously prepare this for us. ()

Thi ill be foll freshments in th . X
Q) is mass will be followed by refreshments in the garden And for your diaries our next “Pizza Evening” will (5

Q) If anyone would like to help in the preparation or contribute be Sunday July 26" — after 6.00pm mass.

N food items, please contact Melma: 07881385869 - A
K special thanks to all for your time and generosity.

Q) Venezuela (h

Q) It is shocking and distressing to hear about the suffering of the people of Venezuela. Firstly, we reach out in N
Q} friendship and support to all natives of Venezuela who come to our Church and all who have relatives and friends N
Q) from Venezuela. Please know that you, and your families and loved ones, are in our prayers. (5

Q) CAFOD [Catholic agency for overseas development] has set up a special fund to help all who are suffering in (h
Q) Venezuela — One can donate by visiting their website: cafod.org.uk (5

Q) Almost all the help that the suffering people of Venezuela are receiving is coming from overseas agencies like (5

X CAFOD. At the end of the masses next weekend [July 18/19] we will take a special collection to help the people ()
Q) of Venezuela, the money collected will be given to this fund. Thank you for your generosity, support, and especially (5
R for your prayers.

Q) Mass with Anointing of the Sick Visit of Little Sisters of the Poor (h
I would like to thank the Sisters for visiting us last (5
weekend and for their inspirational words. The work they (5
do is greatly appreciated; and critically needed by our N
elderly and vulnerable brothers and sisters. X

Q) It is important that we pray for all who are sick and
Q) suffering. Also, it is important that those who are

X sick and elderly receive the spiritual support of the
K Church. Saturday July 25" |12.15 mass will be a

Q) special mass for all who are ill: illnesses of body, Thanks to all who contributed so generously to their X
Q) mind and spirit. The sacrament of anointing of the collection. The total we will communicate when we | X
Q) sick will be given during the mass. receive it from the Sisters. (5
Q
3 N
gﬁ Procession in Honour of Our Lady of Mt Carmel at the Italian Church ()

N On Sunday, 19" July at 3.30pm, we will be continuing a tradition started in 1883 of holding an annual procession (5
Q} in honour of Our Lady of Mt Carmel. You are all invited to join the Procession as a Parish group in a public act of ()
K our Christian faith. S

Venue is St Peter’s Italian Church, 136 Clerkenwell Road, London ECIR 5DL (5

Q) You may make your offering or donation by scanning this X
Q) QR Code with your mobile phone K
Q) Thank you and God bless! (5
S
Q} Collections Last Sunday Offering £1406 ()
Q} Gift Aid Envelopes ~ £48 D
N
Q) Thank you for your generosity (h
a3 Fr Mat Blake, OCD Q&
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