
 

 
 
 
PARISH OF OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL & ST SIMON STOCK, CARMELITE CHURCH  

41 KENSINGTON CHURCH STREET, LONDON W8 4BB 
Web: www.carmelitechurch.org  Email: enquiries@carmelitechurch.org 

Tel. 0207 937 9866   Mobile: 0770 8203 595  
@kensingtoncarmelitechurch on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram 

Mass Times: Sun: Sat Vigil 6.00 p.m., Sun. 8.30 a.m., 10.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m. 
Weekdays (including Bank Holidays): 8.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m. 

Livestream (All Masses): www.carmelitechurch.org & YouTube: “Kensington Carmelite Church” 
Confessions: Sat: 11.30 a.m. – 12.15 p.m. & 5.00 - 5.50 p.m. Mon - Fri: 5.40 p.m. - 6.00 p.m. 

Priests in the Parish: Fr Thaddeus Ekuma OCD, Fr Matt Blake OCD,  
Fr John Williamson OCD, Fr Joseph Odiahi OCD, Fr Bartholomew Senewo OCD, Fr Anthony 

Parsons OCD & Fr Yamai Bature OCD 
Safeguarding Rep: Franca Bren 

 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

S U N D A Y  
N E W S L E T T E R  

Corpus Christi Sunday         7th June 2026 

Feast of Body and Blood of Jesus Christ [Corpus Christi] 
 

The Church in England and Wales celebrates this important Feast today. In many countries it was celebrated 
last Thursday. Wishing everyone a very happy and blessed feast day. Let us pray that the Eucharist may 
always be our nourishment and life; and may it be our source of mercy, peace and joy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Sacraments of First Communion and Confirmation 
 

This Sunday is a very special day for our parish. We have first communion at 10.00am mass and confirmation 
at 12.15 mass. I would like to congratulate our young people who are receiving these sacraments. These are 
important occasions in your lives. My hope and prayer for you is that you will always remember the joy and 
happiness of receiving first communion or confirmation. May today always be a special memory for you; 
and a source of joy, peace and strength throughout your lives. Please remember that everyone who comes to 
this Church is praying for you. 
 
I would like to thank parents, grandparents, siblings, families and all who have helped and supported our 
young people as they prepared over the past few months for their special day today. Your help and support 
to them is a precious gift and will help them throughout their lives. 
 
Preparing our young to receive the sacraments is an essential mission in every parish – it is one of our most 
important responsibilities. We all owe a great debt of thanks to our catechists who give their time, talents 
and resources to this mission. It is one of the Church’s most important missions and you are preparing and 
building the Church of the future. Please know that what you do is greatly appreciated. 

 
 

To follow the 
Mass Readings 
on your phone, 
please scan the 

QR Code: 
 

  

Important days this week 
Friday June 12th: Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
 

Saturday June 13th: Feast of Immaculate Heart of Mary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You may make your offering or donation by scanning this  

QR Code with your mobile phone 
Thank you and God bless! 

 
 
 
 
 

Fr Matt Blake, OCD
 

Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1473 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £108 
     

Thank you for your generosity  

GOING DEEPER INTO THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE – A NEW COURSE 
The Maryvale Institute is launching a new course this September, designed for all who wish to go deeper into the 
Sacrament of Marriage.  It is for parish priests, counsellors, those working with married couples, and couples 
themselves.  
 

The course is rooted in the Church's richest theological tradition, the course explores marriage as vocation, 
covenant, and a path of sanctification — not merely a ceremony, but a lifelong participation in Christ's love for 
the Church. It runs over six modules, designed to be both academically robust and accessible to participants 
without prior theological background. 
 

Full details may be found at: https://www.maryvale.ac.uk/marriage.html 
 
 

A little Carmelite History 
Over this weekend very important events of a historical, cultural and religious significance are taking place in 
Flanders [part of modern Belgium]. It is the centenary of the death of Blessed Anne of St. Bartholomew – she 
died in Antwerp June 7th, 1626. She was a close companion and nurse of St. Teresa of Avila during the last 
years of her life. In 1604 she travelled to France with six other Carmelite Nuns to bring Teresa’s Carmelite 
reform to France, and from France to Flanders. In doing so she, and her Sisters, were sowing the seeds of the 
spread of the Carmelite Nuns throughout the world. 
 
Anne became Prioress of Antwerp Carmel in 1612 and with her was an English Sister called Ann Worsley – 
she is the first English Discalced Carmelite Nun. Subsequently three English Carmelite Communities were 
founded in Flanders [there was no possibility of founding communities in England or of these Nuns ever 
returning to England]. From then until the beginning of the nineteenth century, generation after generation of 
young English Catholic women would cross the English Channel to become Carmelite Nuns; and lived their 
whole lives in these communities and died there. Superficially, we might be tempted to think of these lives as 
a waste – in reality, we are all the beneficiaries of their fidelity, prayer, and sacrifice. They are inspirational 
witnesses to faith and the power of vocation. 
 
In time English speaking women from the USA will also join them and in 1790 six of them will cross the 
Atlantic to USA and found the first Carmel there. Let us pray for our contemplative Carmelite nuns today the 
successors of these heroic women.  

 
 

Funeral 
 

Thursday June 11th ,10.30am. Funeral mass for Paul Gregory 
O’Brien RIP. May he rest in peace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Heart to Heart women's retreat, 19 - 22 June 2026 
 

A fantastic opportunity for Catholic women: three days of 
guided prayer, discernment and silence in beautiful 

surroundings, led by Fr Bernard Murphy, CFR and the 
Franciscan Sisters of the Renewal.  The retreat will offer 
space for attentiveness to the Lord based on principles of 

Ignatian spirituality. 
https://christianheritagecentre.com/events/heart-to-heart-
retreat/ 

 

Flores de Mayo 
 

Our Month of May, dedicated to Mary, 
was brought to a beautiful conclusion by 

the “Flores de Mayo” procession and 
mass Saturday May 30th. A great 

amount of thought, work and 
preparation went into this. I would like 

to thank all who were involved. We 
were particularly privileged by the 

presence of His Excellency the 
Philippine Ambassador and his wife. 

 


