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NEWSLETTEK

13" Sunday in Ordinary Time

SS Peter & Paul

28" June 2026

PARISH OF OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL & ST SIMON STOCK, CARMELITE CHURCH

41 KENSINGTON CHURCH STREET, LONDON W8 4BB

Web: www.carmelitechurch.org

Tel. 0207 937 9866

Email: enquiries@carmelitechurch.org

Mobile: 0770 8203 595

@kensingtoncarmelitechurch on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram
Mass Times: Sun: Sat Vigil 6.00 p.m., Sun. 8.30 a.m., 10.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m.
Weekdays (including Bank Holidays): 8.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m.
Livestream (All Masses): www.carmelitechurch.org & YouTube: “Kensington Carmelite Church”

Confessions: Sat: 11.30 a.m. — 12.15 p.m. & 5.00 - 5.50 p.m. Mon - Fri: 5.40 p.m. - 6.00 p.m.
Priests in the Parish: Fr Matt Blake OCD, Fr Thaddeus Ekuma OCD,
Fr John Williamson OCD, Fr Joseph Odiahi OCD, Fr Bartholomew Senewo OCD, Fr Anthony
Parsons OCD & Fr Yamai Bature OCD

Safeguarding Rep: Franca Bren

To follow the
Mass Readings

Feast of St. Peter and St. Paul

on your phone,
please scan the
OR Code:

June 29" is the Feast of St. Peter and
St. Paul — but as it falls on a Monday
this year it is transferred to Sunday
and so we celebrate it today. It is
also designated by the Bishops of
England and Wales as a special day
of prayer for our Holy Father Pope
Leo XIV.

Pope Leo certainly needs our prayer
as he fulfils the demanding role of
leading the Church in this era of
history. Perhaps, we could reflect a
little today on the Church’s role in
the world and its relationship with
the world. We see it falling into two
related categories:

1. The Church proclaims the
Gospel to all humanity. The work of
missions, evangelisation, building
up the global Church in all is
aspects.

2. The Church address all
people of good will, all of humanity.
It tries to be a voice helping and
guiding the whole human race as it

faces the challenges of a particular
era of history.

It is primarily to fulfil this second
function that Pope Leo recently
published his Encyclical Letter
Magnifica Humanitas. [1f you have
not yet read it, I strongly
recommend you do]. Pope Leo sets
out the goal of the document at the
very beginning: “Fach generation
inherits the task of shaping its own
era, of guiding history to become a
place where the dignity of every
person is safeguarded, justice is
promoted and fraternity is made
possible. Yet every era also runs the
risk of creating an inhumane and
more unjust world. Whenever
humanity is in danger of marring its
true identity, we Christians lift our
eyes to the Incarnate God, knowing
that it is ‘only in the mystery of the

Word made flesh that the mystery of
humanity truly becomes clear’. In

Jesus Christ, this humanity in its
grandeur becomes the Way, the
Truth and the Life, opening the path
for each of us to grow toward
fullness”.

From the time of Jesus Christ, the
Church has been responding to the
challenges of the era of history it
finds itself in; and offering guidance
and light to Christians and to all
people.  Arguably the most
influential of all these interventions
was the Encyclical “Rerum
Novarum” published by Pope Les
XIII May 15" 1891. Pope Leo XIV
publishes this Encyclical on the
135™ anniversary of this document,
May 15", 2026. "Leo XIII in 1891
faced the challenges of
industrialisation, urbanisation,
workers rights, health care, welfare
of poor and vulnerable, etc. Now
135 years later the circumstances
are very different; now the
challenge is Al and everything that
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purpose of both Popes, and all
Popes, is the same: protect the true
meaning and dignity of human life,
speak for those who are excluded
and marginalised, give guidance for
the right and healthy use of all that
is good in these new developments,
and help people understand the
wider and more long-term effects of
these changes to human life. All of
this is done in the light of the
scriptures and the Gospels and the
wealth of wisdom we have inherited
from those who have gone before
us.

All human beings are made in the
image and likeness of God: Father,
Son and Holy Spirit. It is the
mystery of love at the heart of the
Trinity that is the source of all the
Church’s social teaching. From this
flows the fundamental principles
that underlie all the Church’s social
teaching. Namely the following: the
equal dignity of all human beings,
the supreme value of human rights,
the principle of the common good,
the principle of the universal
destination of goods, the principle
of subsidiarity, the principle of
solidarity, the principle of social

justice, and integral human

development.

The Pope and the entire Church, has
the duty and responsibility to
promote and defend these principles
before all who have political,
educational, scientific, commercial,
and another influence in our world
today. Our Saviour Jesus Christ,
God and human, has shown us the
way, given us the means and walks
beside us as we shape and influence
our world. We pray for Pope Leo
XIV and the whole Church at this
crossroads in human history.

o

PARISH PRIEST

Archbishop Richard Mott has officially appointed me as Parish Priest. The appointment is effective from
Wednesday June 24™, feast of St. John the Baptist. I would like to thank Archbishop Richard for his welcome,
support and prayers. He said he hopes to visit the parish some time in the future.

As we enter this new phase in the life of the Carmelite Church let us all pray for God’s blessing and guidance.
Thank you all for your support and prayers.

Special Collections

The special collection at today’s masses is for the Charities
supported by our Holy Father Pope Leo [Peter’s Pence].

Next Sunday June 5" we welcome the Little Sisters of the Poor.
They will make an appeal t o help their work of caring for the

elderly.

Pizza Eatza Summer

During the summer we will have some Pizza
evenings after 6.00pm Sunday mass. The first
one will be this Sunday June 28th. Please
come along after 6.00pm mass and make new
friends, enjoy the pizza and celebrate.

Pre-marriage courses at OLV: 2026-2027

See below for details of pre-marriage courses occurring 3 times a year at Our Lady of Victories, run by a team of
very experienced and committed married couples of the parish, with clergy input. We follow the "SmartLoving"
course approved by the diocese. Next courses: September - October 2026, then February - March 2027.

For all queries, please contact the parish. Email: kensington(@rcdow.org.uk - or tel: 020 7937 4778.

Svdney Catholic Cathedral Choir

On Friday 5 July at 7.00pm the choir of St Mary’s
Cathedral, Sydney will perform works by Palestrina,
Poulenc, MacMillan and other composers at the
Church of Our Most Holy Redeemer and Saint Thomas
More, Cheyne Row, SW3. Admission Free. For more
information see stmaryscathedral.org.au/music

Volunteers Fair

Join Caritas Westminster for our annual Fair,
bringing together charities and community
organisations from across London & Herts

Saturday 4 July 2026 3-5pm, Westminster

Cathedral Hall, Ambrosden Ave, SW1P 1QW
Discover volunteering opportunities, and find out
how you can put your time and talents into action to

support others!

You may make your offering or donation by scanning this
QR Code with your mobile phone
Thank you and God bless!

Collections Last Sunday

e

£1460
£168

Offering
Gift Aid Envelopes

Thank you for your generosity

Fr Matt Blake, OCD
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