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Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 21% June 2026
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PARISH OF OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL & ST SIMON STOCK, CARMELITE CHURCH

41 KENSINGTON CHURCH STREET, LONDON W8 4BB
Web: www.carmelitechurch.org Email: enquiries@carmelitechurch.org
Tel. 0207 937 9866 Mobile: 0770 8203 595
@kensingtoncarmelitechurch on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram
Mass Times: Sun: Sat Vigil 6.00 p.m., Sun. 8.30 a.m., 10.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m.

Weekdays (including Bank Holidays): 8.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m.
Livestream (All Masses): www.carmelitechurch.org & YouTube: “Kensington Carmelite Church”
Confessions: Sat: 11.30 a.m. — 12.15 p.m. & 5.00 - 5.50 p.m. Mon - Fri: 5.40 p.m. - 6.00 p.m.

Priests in the Parish: Fr Matt Blake OCD, Fr Thaddeus Ekuma OCD,
Fr John Williamson OCD, Fr Joseph Odiahi OCD, Fr Bartholomew Senewo OCD, Fr Anthony
Parsons OCD & Fr Yamai Bature OCD
Safeguarding Rep: Franca Bren

To follow the
Mass Readings
on your phone,
please scan the

OR Code:

The Wonder of the Child in the Womb

This Sunday June 21* is our annual “Day for Life”. Each year our Bishops choose a specific theme related to the
subject of life. This year the theme is: “The Wonder of the Child in the Womb”.

God entered our world as a child in the womb. Let us listen to the story in Luke’s Gospel: “When Elizabeth heard
Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. She gave a loud cry
and said; ‘Blessed are you among women and blessed is the fruit of your womb. Why has this happened to me,
that the mother of my Lord should come to me? Look, as soon as your greeting reached my ears, the child in my
womb leapt for joy’”. [Luke 1: 41 — 44] Jesus, the Son of God, has entered Elizabeth’s house in the womb of
Mary. Elizabeth’s child, John the Baptist, recognises God from the womb. John, still in the womb, is the first
human being to recognise God in human form. There is so much to reflect upon here but perhaps the most
important point is that a child in the womb has a spiritual life; a child in the womb knows God and is in
relationship with God.

Every parent of a child in the womb is filled with wonder, excitement, joy, hope, anticipation and, like Mary,
“filled with the Holy Spirit”. At the same time, they can be filled with fears, apprehension, doubts, and questions.
It can be a complex and challenging time, and the experience varies from person to person and from couple to
couple. The first thing to remember is that your child is God’s child; God knows your child before you do and
your child knows God. Modern science tells us much about “the wonder of the child in the womb” but it cannot
answer every question or remove every fear. Let us today pray for all parents of children in the womb, they need
our prayers, support and affirmation.

Pope Leo in his message for today [and this is emphasised very strongly by our Bishops], exhorts the Christian
community to pray for, and reach out in support and friendship to couples who have lost a child in the womb — it
is one of the most painful of all human experiences.
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Fathers Day

Today is also Fathers Day. Let us begin by listening again to Joseph’s call [vocation] to be father to Jesus.
“Joseph, Son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife because the child conceived in her is from the
Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their

sins.”

[Matthew 1:21] Like every father, Joseph will face many challenges: he is not Jesus’ natural father, and he

will have to flee to Egypt to protect his wife and child from danger, and many other challenges we do not know
about. However, for Joseph, as for every man who has a vocation to fatherhood; the blessings always outweigh
the challenges. Fatherhood is a gift from God and a calling from God.

Every child needs a significant male/father figure in their lives. Nowadays many men who fulfil this role are, like
Joseph, not the natural fathers of the children. With great generosity and self-sacrifice foster fathers, surrogate
fathers, and men who in a great variety of circumstances, fulfil the “father” role. They are all in our prayers today
and they are truly doing the work of God. May they be supported and rewarded.

Finally let us remember today grandfathers. So often in today’s society grandparents are called upon to play a
significant role in child-care. Let us pray for them and especially for all those men who are fulfilling fatherhood
roles for the second time in their lives. May their generosity be blessed and may they find fulfilment in this new

call of God.
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Parish Gathering after 10.00am Mass

Every month [usually 3™ Sunday] we have a social gathering
after 10.00am mass. It is an opportunity to get to know each
other, spend time together and build bonds as a Christian
community. Please come along today after 10.00am mass
today. A special thanks to all who put a lot of time and work

into the preparation.

Pizza Eatza Summer

During the summer we will have some Pizza
evenings after 6.00pm Sunday mass. The first
one will be next Sunday June 28th. Please
come along after 6.00pm mass and make new
friends, enjoy the pizza and celebrate.

Special Collections Today
Today: The special collection at the end of today’s
masses goes to Day for Life Fund: This Fund was set
up by the Catholic Bishops Conference of England
and Wales — it distributes grants to Charities and
Organisations that promote respect for human life
from conception to natural death. For further
information see: www.dayforlife.org

Special Collections Coming Sundays
Sunday June 28™: Feast of St. Peter and Paul — the
collection known as “Peter’s Pence” is to support
Charities that are important to Pope Leo and that
further his worldwide mission.

Sunday July 5%: We will be welcoming the Little
Sisters of the Poor who will be making an appeal to
help their work of caring for the elderly.

Svdney Catholic Cathedral Choir

On Friday 5 July at 7.00pm the choir of St Mary’s
Cathedral, Sydney will perform works by Palestrina,
Poulenc, MacMillan and other composers at the
Church of Our Most Holy Redeemer and Saint
Thomas More, Cheyne Row, SW3. Admission Free.
For more information
see stmaryscathedral.org.au/music

Volunteers Fair

Join Caritas Westminster for our annual Fair, bringing
together charities and community organisations from
across London & Herts
Saturday 4 July 2026 3-5pm, Westminster
Cathedral Hall, Ambrosden Ave, SW1P 1QW
Discover volunteering opportunities, and find out how
you can put your time and talents into action to
support others!

You may make your offering or donation by scanning this
QR Code with your mobile phone
Thank you and God bless!
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Collections Last Sunday Offering

Gift Aid Envelopes

Thank you for your generosity

£1391
£133

Fr Matt Blake, OCD
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