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Fourth Sunday of Easter

PARISH OF OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL & ST SIMON STOCK, CARMELITE CHURCH

41 KENSINGTON CHURCH STREET, LONDON W8 4BB
Web: www.carmelitechurch.org Email: enquiries@carmelitechurch.org
Tel. 02076937 9866 Mobile: 0770 8203 595
@kensingtoncarmelitechurch on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram
Mass Times: Sun: Sat Vigil 6.00 p.m., Sun. 8.30 a.m., 10.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m.

Weekdays (including Bank Holidays): 8.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m.
Livestream (All Masses): www.carmelitechurch.org & YouTube: “Kensington Carmelite Church”
Confessions: Sat: 11.30 a.m. — 12.15 p.m. & 5.00 - 5.50 p.m. Mon - Fri: 5.40 p.m. - 6.00 p.m.

Priests in the Parish: Fr Thaddeus Ekuma OCD, Fr Matt Blake OCD,
Fr John Williamson OCD, Fr Joseph Odiahi OCD, Fr Bartholomew Senewo OCD, Fr Anthony
Parsons OCD & Fr Yamai Bature OCD
Safeguarding Rep: Franca Bren

Reflection PASTORAL LETTER
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Today, Good Shepherd Sunday, the
whole church prays for vocations to
the priesthood. We are blessed with
so many wonderful priests serving
in the Diocese and I ask you to join
with me in praying in thanksgiving
for their ministry amongst us all.
Please pray, too, for those who are
in formation for the Priesthood and
for the staff in our seminaries who
are entrusted with the important
work of their formation.

The ministry of the priest is one of
service. This was expressed during
Holy Week in the Renewal of
Priestly Promises, which took place
at the Chrism Mass as our priests
resolved to continue their ministry,
following “Christ the head and
shepherd, not seeking any gain, but
moved only by zeal for souls.” This
spirit of service, itself a self-
emptying in imitation of Christ

Himself, brings with it the utmost
joy for all those called by the Lord
to share in His priesthood.

Priestly ministry flows, in a very
particular way, from the celebration
of the Eucharist. The celebration of
the Eucharist is the “source and
summit” of our lives. This
celebration is vital for our lives, for
the life of the Church and the priest
is called by Christ Himself to
celebrate the Eucharist with and for
the People of God. From this
celebration flows his ministry of
servant-leadership for all those
entrusted to his care -in whatever
circumstance he may carry this out.

This priestly service: a response to
Christ’s call, rooted in His gift of
the Eucharist and nourished by the
Word of God and daily
commitment to prayer, is a great
endeavour, enabling all whom the
priest serves to grow in Christian

life and in the mission of the
Church.

The discernment of this vocation, as
Pope Leo reminds us, calls for “a
relationship based on prayer and
silence.” Such prayer and silence
require a commitment of time, but
this is time that will bear great fruit.
It is important for us all — in our
parish communities, schools and
homes — to foster time for such
prayer and support those whom the
Lord calls to share in His
priesthood.

A diocesan resource has been
produced that will assist us in this
path of prayer for vocations to
priesthood  leading to  the
celebration of Pentecost.

The practice of Eucharistic
Adoration is an aspect of parish life
in many parts of the Diocese. Times
of Adoration provide excellent
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opportunities for prayer for priestly
vocations and I ask every parish to
hold a Holy Hour each week over
the next month for this intention.

The praying of the Rosary is a part
of many people’s lives of prayer. I
invite parishes to form groups of
people who will commit to praying
the Rosary for vocations to
priesthood, whether this be together
or alone but united with others
through prayer.

persevere in faith; a thought about
service to the Church; a renewed
experience of God’s presence when
on retreat or at a day of prayer and
celebration, a reawakening of
awareness of the Real Presence of
Christ in the Eucharist. Above all,
the call to priesthood comes
through the gentle promptings of
the Holy Spirit.

To those of you who sense these
stirrings of the Holy Spirit, calling

abundant fruit for the Church and
the world.”

With every Blessing,

Yours sincerely in Christ,

Hlidowd

"« Archbishop Richard Moth
Archbishop of Westminster
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NOTICES
PRIESTS TRAINING FUND — SUPPORTING FUTURE PRIESTS

TODAY is Good Shepherd Sunday. There will be a second collection for the Priest Training Fund.
This fund supports the formation of men who are responding to God’s call to serve as priests in our diocese.
Their journey involves years of preparation — human, spiritual, and pastoral — equipping them to serve

parish communities in the years ahead.

Y our support helps make this formation possible. It is a direct way of strengthening the life of the Church
and ensuring that future generations. Your donation is highly appreciated.

ECUMENICAL SERVICE: EVENING PRAYER FOR

PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST

DIVINE MERCY PILGRIMAGE

Will be held at Our Lady of Victories on Thursday, 30t
April at 7pm.

The Principal Celebrant will Bishop James Curry.
An address will be given by Dr Harry Hagopian - An
Armenian Christian from Jordan, an international lawyer
who was Assistant General Secretary of the Middle East
Council of Churches in Beirut, and often contributes to
debates on the future of the Holy Land. He is the author of
'Let us Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem' and 'The Armenian

Church in the Holy Land'.

Divine Mercy Pilgrimage for Young Adults
in Vilnius, Lithuania with the Assumption
group from 6-12 June. Take part in the
World Apostolic Congress on Mercy, an
international Catholic gathering held in the
birthplace of the Divine Mercy devotion.
Cost: £600 + travel. Register by 30th April,
for more information visit www.assumpta-
eu.org/divine-mercy-pilgrimage-in-

vilnius/ or email rebecca@assumpta-eu.org
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You may make your offering or donation by scanning this
QR Code with your mobile phone

Thank you and God bless!
R A
Collections Last Sunday Offering £1382
Gift Aid Envelopes £503

Thank you for your generosity

Fr Thaddeus
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