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Second Sunday of Easter
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Reflection

THE MYSTERY OF GOD’S MERCY

The Feast of Divine mercy was
instituted in 2001 by Pope John
Paul II, and it arose out of a series
of apparitions which Sr Faustina
received. The Pope noted in his
homily during the canonization of
Sr Faustina that the message of the
apparitions is linked to the
experience of the World War. This
is what the Holy Father said:

Today my joy is truly great in
presenting the life and witness of
Sr. Faustina to the whole Church
as a gift of God for our time. By
Divine Providence, the life of this
humble daughter of Poland was
completely linked with the history
of the twentieth century, the
century we have just left behind. In
fact, it was between the First and
Second World Wars that Christ
entrusted his message of mercy to
her. Those who remember, who
were witnesses and participants in
the events of those years and the
horrible sufferings they caused for

millions of people know well how
necessary was this message of
mercy.

(Pope John Paul II, Homily for
Canonization of St Faustina, April
30 2000)

This reflection continues to hold
relevance today. Many countries
and communities of our world
continue to be ravaged by war,
people enduring untold suffering.
Now more than before is there need
to call on God’s mercy for our
suffering humanity. God’s mercy
reaches out to humanity to do for us
what we are incapable of doing for
ourselves. God in His mercy looks
at us in what we are, not just what
we do. This is why He is able not
only to forgive us but also to
provide for us graces necessary for
us to live happily forever. We say
that God is mercy not just because
of what He does but because mercy
is His essential attribute. This is

shown in the fact that God’s
optimum revelation of His mercy is
a Person — His Son Jesus who is our
salvation. God’s Mercy came to
dwell with us in other to experience
everything that we are. So, God
looks at us in whole, including our
experiences, and knows exactly
what we are.

When we listen to Jesus speaking in
the Gospels we learn so many
aspects of God’s mercy, and He
makes it clear that the single
objective of our Christian life is to
become merciful just as God is. We
remember the three parables about
God’s mercy in Luke 15. God is like
the good shepherd who leaves 99
sheep to go in search of the one lost
one. God is like a woman who
sweeps out her house in search of
her lost coin. And God is like a
father who waits patiently for his
lost son and comes out of the house
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to welcome him back when he
returns.

This is all because God Himself is
mercy and has experienced
everything that we are including our
suffering. The Letter to the
Hebrews (4:15) assures us that “we
do not have a high priest who is
unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but we have one who
was tempted in every way that we
are, yet was without sin. Therefore,
we approach the throne of grace
with confidence, so that we may
receive mercy and find grace to help
us in our time of need.” This is a

consolation for our world still in
suffering, especially for those who
are victims of war. God is not silent.
As Pope Benedict says in one of his
meditations, speaking about the
meekness of Christ, the Passover
Lamb: “The Lamb with his mortal
wound tells us that, in the end, it is
not those who kill who will be the
victors; on the contrary, the world
is sustained by those who sacrifice
themselves. 1t is the sacrifice of him
who becomes the “Lamb slain” that
holds heaven and earth together.
True victory lies in this sacrifice. It
gives rise to that life which imparts
a meaning to history, through all its

atrocities, and which can finally
turn them into a song of joy.”

As we continue to celebrate our
experience of God’s mercy in the
resurrection of our Lord, let us pray
that people, especially those who
make decisions that cause suffering
to others, may experience the power
of God’s mercy in their lives.

To follow the
Mass Readings
on your phone,
please scan the

OR Code:

NOTICES

DIVINE MERCY PILGRIMAGE

Divine Mercy Pilgrimage for Young Adults in Vilnius, Lithuania with the Assumption
group from 6-12 June. Take part in the World Apostolic Congress on Mercy, an
international Catholic gathering held in the birthplace of the Divine Mercy devotion.
Cost: £600 + travel. Register by 30th April, for more information visit www.assumpta-
eu.org/divine-mercy-pilgrimage-in-vilnius/ or email rebecca@assumpta-eu.org

PILGRIMAGE TO KNOCK SHRINE, IRELAND: MONDAY 1ST - FRIDAY 5TH JUNE 2026

Flight from Heathrow to Knock Airport; we will stay in Knock, near the Shrine, and visit various holy sites
nearby, including Croagh Patrick, Ballintubber Abbey and the Fr Peyton Centre. Led by Fr Nigel Woollen,
parish priest of Our Lady of Victories (Kensington) and former curate at Knock. £800/pp for flights,
accommodation, transport and most meals.

Email: kensington1@rcdow.org.uk or visit: https://www.ourladyofvictories.net/support.html to express

interest - places are limited!

You may make your offering or donation by scanning this
QR Code with your mobile phone
Thank you and God bless!

Collections Last Sunday

T

£2660
£670

Offering
Gift Aid Envelopes

Thank you for your generosity

Fr Thaddeus
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