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We begin the 5th week of Lent 
reflecting on the theme of 
restoration – the message of God’s 
transforming love and concern for 
us. God engages with us in all 
possible ways, sharing in our 
human situations. As people in 
need, we turn our attention to this 
great mystery of God’s love for us. 
Its greatest manifestation is the gift 
of his Son, the self-sacrifice of 
Jesus who willingly mounted the 
cross for our sake. God would go as 
far as sacrificing his Son, allowing 
him to share our anguish and pain. 
In all of Jesus’ mission, he 
remained obedient to the Father’s 
will to the end. Jesus’ life and death 
sum up the overwhelming love and 
mercy of God. This divine act is an 
invitation for us to come to God the 
way we are, and to be part of his 
gracious work. 
 
Each time we recall or celebrate this 
mystery, we experience our 

unceasing restoration; we 
experience God who never gives up 
us but steps into our human 
situation. How consoling to listen to 
the prophecy of restoration from the 
prophet Ezekiel: “I will open your 
graves and lift you up from there 
and bring you to your own land.” 
This proclamation was made to the 
people of Old at a time when they 
were in exile, far from home, and 
longed to return. Every experience 
at this time for them signalled 
death, especially distant from the 
Temple, their sacred place of 
encounter. Then, the Lord made the 
promise of restoration, to bring 
them back from exile. “Then you 
shall know that I am the Lord; I 
have spoken, and I will do it”. We 
read that this promise was fulfilled 
in the life of the people of Old. 
 
For us, we experience the fulfilment 
of the promise in the Christ our 
Lord who is God’s manifestation of 

himself as human a person in order 
to restore us from the exile to sin. 
The Lord comes to restore what was 
lost and dead, out of his bountiful 
mercy. St Paul affirms this when he 
says that “God who raise Jesus 
Christ from the dead will also give 
life to our mortal bodies.” God’s 
spirit gives life to our mortal bodies 
by remoulding us, turning us away 
from the darkness of sin and 
conforming our wills to the will of 
God. For though we may be dead 
through our shortcomings and sins, 
we are rescued to life through faith 
in God’s mercy. 
 
The Gospel account of Lazarus 
coming back to life shows God’s 
intent to bring us out of our dead 
human situations, to lift us from 
those situations of hopelessness. 
Jesus shows that God is not distant 
from our human situations. We are 
told that he not only sympathised 
with the family of Mary and Martha 
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for the loss of their brother, but that 
he also he wept with them and 
assured them that their brother 
would live again. Of Lazarus, Jesus 
said, “he is sleeping” indicating that 
his present state is only temporary. 
In the end, Lazarus is brought back 
to life through the power of God. 
This is beyond what the crowd 
expected, it is an indication of 
God’s power over human 
situations. Jesus’ action would also 
strengthen the faith of his believers 
as the Son of God. Jesus shows that 
God is our hope of new life, He 
alone gives life and sustains it. 
Resurrection is thus guaranteed for 
all who hope in him. 
 

This Gospel also teaches about the 
value of learning to wait, praying 
with faith and letting God ‘pick it 
up from there’. God’s timing is 
always the best. Jesus did not go 
immediately he got the message 
that his friend Lazarus was ill. Mary 
and Martha waited patiently for him 
even after their brother was dead 
and buried. On Jesus’ arrival, 
Martha and Mary made an 
expression of faith, “if you had been 
here, my brother would not have 
died”, but even in this hopeless 
situation, we believe. His arrival 
was late in human terms, but God is 
not constrained by time, and with 
faith God draws us into realm where 
nothing is impossible.  
 

Like Martha, let our faith help us to 
see beyond our difficult situations 
that we may experience God who 
journeys with us always. God is 
never late to come into our human 
condition and alleviate it, he acts in 
his own time according to his will. 
He comes to the help of those who 
learn to wait on him with faith. Just 
as Jesus wiped the tears of the 
family and friends of Lazarus, he 
comes to us too to wipe our tears. 
Let us invite him into our lives, our 
homes, our broken trust and our 
struggles. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You may make your offering or donation by scanning this  

QR Code with your mobile phone 
Thank you and God bless! 

 
 
 
 
 

Fr Thaddeus
 
 

Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1327 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £92 
     

Thank you for your generosity  

To follow the 
Mass Readings 
on your phone, 
please scan the 

QR Code: 
 

  

LENTEN SOUP KITCHEN 
This Sundays will be the final day of our 
Lenten Soup Kitchen. It will be open as 
usual after the 12.15pm Mass and after 

6.00pm Mass. Please come along to share 
some time together and enjoy delicious soup, 

and if you wish you may make a Lenten 
donation to support the poor and hungry. 

 
 
 

DIOCESAN LENTEN APPEAL 
During Lent every year, we receive an appeal from the 
diocese to support the various works that the diocese 

undertakes: looking after the needy in the diocese, work with 
Youth and evangelization, support for Catholic schools and 

care for marriage and family life. 
Please use the red envelope at the back of the church to make 

your Lenten donation to support the work of the diocese. 
Thank you. 

 
 

 
 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
 

The schedule of services during Holy Week and Easter has been published. 
Holy Thursday 2nd April (only one Mass) @ 6.00pm 

Good Friday 3rd April Celebration of the Passion @ 3.00pm 
Holy Saturday Easter Vigil @ 9.00pm 

 
Please see the notice boards at the back of the church and exits for details of other services not mentioned 

here. 
You can also pick up a card of Holy Week & Easter celebrations at the back of the church 

 
 


