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PARISH OF OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL & ST SIMON STOCK, CARMELITE CHURCH

41 KENSINGTON CHURCH STREET, LONDON W8 4BB

Web: www.carmelitechurch.org

Tel. 02076937 9866

Email: enquiries@carmelitechurch.org

Mobile: 0770 8203 595

@kensingtoncarmelitechurch on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram
Mass Times: Sun: Sat Vigil 6.00 p.m., Sun. 8.30 a.m., 10.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m.
Weekdays (including Bank Holidays): 8.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m.
Livestream (All Masses): www.carmelitechurch.org & YouTube: “Kensington Carmelite Church”

Confessions: Sat: 11.30 a.m. — 12.15 p.m. & 5.00 - 5.50 p.m. Mon - Fri: 5.40 p.m. - 6.00 p.m.
Priests in the Parish: Fr Thaddeus Ekuma OCD, Fr Matt Blake OCD,
Fr John Williamson OCD, Fr Joseph Odiahi OCD, Fr Bartholomew Senewo OCD, Fr Anthony
Parsons OCD & Fr Yamai Bature OCD

Safeguarding Rep: Franca Bren

Reflection

HE SUBMITTED HIMSELF TO DEATH

In these days of Holy Week leading
to Easter Sunday, we journey with
Jesus: beginning with his triumphal
entry into Jerusalem, through his
last supper with his disciples, his
scourging, his death and ultimately
his glorious resurrection. These
celebrations are also reminders of
our own human brokenness, a time
to reflect deeply on our relationship
with God, our journey with God. At
the heart of it all is the
overwhelming love of God that is
revealed — love that heals and
restores. We come before the
mystery of God who became human
in order to bring us back to himself.,
“All we like sheep have gone
astray”, echoes the prophet Isaiah,
but God’s divine love has
transformed us, for by his stripes we
are healed (Isaiah 53:5-6). God’s
divine Son offered us the mercy of
the Father; forgiveness countered
the experience of sin, and a broken
relationship was mended. Beneath

the suffering of God’s Son lay our
redemption; our life finds new
meaning. The mystery unfolds
before us and calls us into a people
who no longer live in fear but in the
overwhelming presence of God’s
love. The liturgy today helps us to
reflect, somewhat with chills of
sadness, yet with utter gratitude, on
God’s plans and actions for human
redemption  (Jesus’  complete
surrender of himself to suffering
and death). His death would
become a crucial moment, an hour
of his glorification. At this “hour”
Jesus, having experienced pain and
suffering, exclaimed, “it s
finished”.  God’s  work  of
redemption is accomplished; his
pains, wounds, abandonment,
denial, death would bring about our
healing and restoration.

Today (Palm Sunday), Jesus
makes a journey into Jerusalem
where he will experience cruel

treatment and be put to death. He
rides on a donkey (a symbol of
humility) and is welcomed
triumphantly ~ with  shouts of
‘Hosanna to the son of David!” He
is acclaimed as ‘King’ as the people
express their joy and recognise in
him the messiah they have awaited.
Triumphantly, he is welcomed, but
few days later the sounds of singing
and dancing fade into the silence of
abandonment, hatred and the
thunderous shout of wanting him
“crucify him, crucify him”. The
once acclaimed king whose coming
blessed is so unwanted to the point
of pulling a heavy cross on his
shoulders and made to walk the
roads to Golgotha.

On Maundy Thursday, we will be
with Jesus in the upper room as he
shares his meal with his disciples.
While they had this meal, he gave
the gift of the Eucharist to his
followers as a memorial of his
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passion and death, and which will
become for them a continual
remembrance of him. He not only
shared meal he washed the feet of
his friends and invited them to do
the same to others. That was his
practical demonstration of his
message of love. Jesus’ actions are
pointers to how selfless our love for
one another must be. The
redemption story continues to
unfold as Jesus felt his imminent
passion that night in the garden of
Gethsemane, where he is later
arrested and led to the authorities to
be harshly judged. On our part, we
desire to keep watch with Christ as
he accepts the will of his Father.

On Good Friday, we will gather
around the cross, beholding Jesus

being cruelly dealt with, carrying
his cross, nailed to it and leading to
his death. We hold in deep truth,
however painful, that upon the
cross, life was given to us, that
through Jesus’ suffering and death,
God has redeemed the whole world.
We immerse ourselves in adoration
to the new meaning and
significance of the Cross. Forever,
we will praise the gracious grace of
God bestowed on us that his Son
died to save us. As the Son of God
experiences the reality of death and
is buried, we are wrapped in total
silence. And as we come before the
tomb where he is buried, we reflect
also on the reality of our own death,
how we manage the pain and
suffering we feel as human beings,
especially at the death of a loved
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one, and how we must rely on
God’s mercy and our hope in the
resurrection.

Departing in complete silence, we
journey into Holy Saturday. The
feeling of defeat as Jesus sleeps in
death turns into the great mystery of
the resurrection. What is coming
ahead is beyond our expectation: a
manifestation of God’s victory over
death. In hope, let us begin this
journey into the pascal mystery of
our beloved Redeemer.
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NOTICES

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

HOLY WEEK CONFESSIONS
Mon 30" March — Sat 4™ April

HOLY THURSDAY 2 April 2026

5.00pm—6.00pm

Watching at the Altar of Repose: after Mass until midnight.

Q) 9.30am Office of Readings and Morning Prayer
Q) 10.00am Holy Thursday Reflection by Fr Matt Blake
X 6.00pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Q) Note: There is only one Mass on this day.
N
N
gﬁ GOOD FRIDAY 3 April 2026
N 9.30am Office of Readings & Morning Prayer
R 10.00am Good Friday Reflection by Fr Matt Blake
Q) 3.00pm Celebration of the Passion of the Lord
Q) 7.00pm Stations of the Cross

HOLY SATURDAY 4 April 2026

QY | 9.30am
Q) 10.00am
9.00pm Easter Vigil Mass

EASTER SUNDAY 5 April 2026 Masses:

Office of Readings & Morning Prayer
Holy Saturday Reflection by Fr Matt Blake

8.00am, 10.00am, 12.15pm & 6.00pm

S
Collections Last Sunday

You may make your offering or donation by scanning this
QR Code with your mobile phone
Thank you and God bless!

£1260
£743

Offering
Gift Aid Envelopes

Thank you for your generosity

Fr Thaddeus
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