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34 Sunday Ordinary Time 25" January 2026

PARISH OF OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL & ST SIMON STOCK, CARMELITE CHURCH

41 KENSINGTON CHURCH STREET, LONDON W8 4BB
Web: www.carmelitechurch.org Email: enquiries@carmelitechurch.org
Tel. 02076937 9866 Mobile: 0770 8203 595
@kensingtoncarmelitechurch on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram
Mass Times: Sun: Sat Vigil 6.00 p.m., Sun. 8.30 a.m., 10.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m.
Weekdays (including Bank Holidays): 8.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m.
Livestream (All Masses): www.carmelitechurch.org & YouTube: “Kensington Carmelite Church”
Confessions: Sat: 11.30 a.m. — 12.15 p.m. & 5.00 - 5.50 p.m. Mon - Fri: 5.40 p.m. - 6.00 p.m.
Priests in the Parish: Fr Thaddeus Ekuma ocd, Fr Matt Blake ocd,
Fr John Williamson ocd, Fr Joseph Odiahi, ocd, Fr Bartholomew Senewo, ocd, Fr Anthony
Parsons, ocd & Fr Yamai Bature, ocd
Safeguarding Rep: Franca Bren
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Reflection

FEAST OF SANTO NINO

This Sunday afternoon we have a
very special celebration of the Feast
of Sancto Nino. This is a Filipino
celebration but also a very
Carmelite celebration. Making
statues of the Infant Jesus became
popular in the Middle Ages
particularly in Spain and Portugal.
Missionaries from these countries
took the devotion all over the world,
and that is how the devotion
reached and became so popular in
the Philippines.

The origin of the devotion in the
Carmelite Order is unknown but it
was clearly well established when
Teresa of Avila entered the
Carmelite Order in 1535. The first
certain historic record we have is
from 1556 when a Spanish
Princess, Maria  Maximiliana
Manriquez de Lara y Mendoza,
took a statue of the Infant Jesus with
her to Bohemia when she went there
to marry a Czech nobleman,

Vratislav of Pernstyn. This statue
will become world famous as “The
Infant of Prague”. There is a legend
that she was given the statue by
Teresa of Avila— this is possible but
unlikely. What we do know for
certain is how important this
devotion was to Teresa. If you visit
any of Teresa’s convents today, you
will see a statue or statues going
back to Teresa’s time. It is also said
that she took an image of the child
Jesus around with her when making
her foundations.

In 1628 Princess Polyxena gave the
statue to the Carmelite Friars at the
Church of Our Lady of Victories,
Prague. They were going through a
time of economic hardship and the
Princess is reported to have said to
them: “Venerable Fathers, 1 bring
you my dearest possession. Honour
this Image and you shall never be
poor”.

In 1631 Sweden invaded Bohemia
and the city of Prague was
plundered. The statue was thrown
out on a rubbish pile. In 1637 it was
found [without hands] by Fr.
Cyrllus and returned to the Church.
He heard these words: “Have pity
on me, and I will have pity on you.
Give me my hands, and I will give
you peace. The more you honour
me, the more [ will bless you”.

The statue has remained in Prague
ever since and devotion has spread
all over the world. An important
part of the devotion is dressing the
statue, the statue is dressed in a
great variety of vestments which
have been donated by various
people down through the centuries.
During the Nazi occupation and
during Communist times the
Carmelite Order lost the property
and had to leave Prague but
devotion continued and even some
pilgrims continued to come. The
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Carmelites returned to Prague in
1993 and the monastery and Church
have been restored. In 2009 Pope
Benedict XVI visited and crowned
the statue. During his visit he
prayed this prayer:

“O my Lord Jesus, we gaze on You
as a child and believe that You are
the Son of God, who became Man
through the working of the Holy
Spirit in the womb of the Virgin
Mary. Just as in Bethlehem, we too,
adore You, with Mary, Joseph, the

Angels, and the shepherds, and
acknowledge You as our Saviour.

You became poor to enrich us with
Your poverty. Grant that we may
never forget the poor and all those
who suffer. Protect our families,
bless all the children of the world
and grant that the love You have
brought us may always reign
amongst us and lead us to a happier

life.

Grant, O Jesus, that all may
recognise the truth of Your birth, so

that all may know that You have
come to bring to the whole human
family light, joy and peace. You are
God, who live and reign with God
the Father, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, God for ever and ever.
Amen.”

To follow the
Mass Readings
on your phone,
please scan the

OR Code:

NOTICES

THANKSGIVING MASS FOR THE
ARCHBISHOP CARDINAL VINCENT
NICHOLS
A special Mass is being organised in
thanksgiving for the Cardinal’s ministry over
sixteen and more years as Archbishop of
Westminster. This is to take place on Thursday
5 February 2026 at 5.30pm in the Cathedral.
You are all invited to attend the Mass and show
your appreciation to the Cardinal.

FEAST OF BLESSED MARIE EUGENE, OCD
JANUARY 3157

You are invited to the events marking the Feast of Blessed
Marie Eugene, OCD on Saturday, 315 January. The
programme is as follows:

12.15 Special Mass followed by veneration of relics of

Blessed Marie Eugene
1.00 -2.00pm Light lunch in the Hall

2.00 —4.00 Talk by Fr. Matt Blake OCD followed by
Questions and Silent Prayer

MASS OF THE SICK WITH ANOINTING OF THE SICK

On Saturday 7™ of February 2026 we will be holding our Mass for the Sick at the Cathedral at 2pm,
celebrated by the H.E. Cardinal Vincent Nichols, during which Anointing of the Sick will be offered
Tickets are in three categories:

1. Wheelchair users who require anointing

2. Walking sick who require anointing

3. Those assisting the sick, who do not require anointing

If you would like to attend, please put down your name at the back of the church and indicate which
category of ticket you require.

VOCATION DISCERNMENT RETREAT

Young Adults Discernment Retreat in Aylesford Priory, Kent (Men & Women, ages 18-30) 6—8
February 2026. Held at Aylesford Priory, the ancient home of the Carmelites, this weekend offers space
to step away from daily busyness for prayer, reflection, and community, in partnership with the Religious
of the Assumption and the Carmelite Friars. Cost: £200. For more information or to register,

email vocations@assumpta-eu.org

You may make your offering or donation by scanning this
QR Code with your mobile phone
Thank you and God bless!

S
Collections Last Sunday

£1202
£166

Offering
Gift Aid Envelopes

Thank you for your generosity
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