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The Good Shepherd, who gives his 
life for the flock and has other sheep 
not of this fold (cf. Jn 10:11,16), is 
Christ, our peace, who has 
conquered death and broken down 
the walls of division that separate 
humanity (cf. Eph 2:14). His 
presence, his gift and his victory 
continue to shine through the 
perseverance of many witnesses 
through whom God’s work carries 
on in the world, becoming even 
more visible and radiant in the 
darkness of our times. 

The contrast between darkness and 
light is not only a biblical image 
describing the labour pains of a new 
world being born; it is also an 
experience that unsettles us and 
affects us amid the trials we face in 
our historical circumstances. In 
order to overcome the darkness, it is 
necessary to see the light and 
believe in it. This is a call that 
Jesus’ disciples are invited to live in 

a unique and privileged way; yet it 
also finds its way into every human 
heart. Peace exists; it wants to dwell 
within us.  It has the gentle power to 
enlighten and expand our 
understanding; it resists and 
overcomes violence. Peace is a 
breath of the eternal: while to evil 
we cry out “Enough,” to peace we 
whisper “Forever.”  Into this 
horizon the Risen One has led 
us.  Sustained by this conviction, 
even amid what Pope Francis called 
“a third world war fought 
piecemeal,” peacemakers continue 
to resist the spread of darkness, 
standing as sentinels in the night. 

Sadly, it is also possible to forget 
the light. When this happens, we 
lose our sense of realism and 
surrender to a partial and distorted 
view of the world, disfigured by 
darkness and fear. Many today call 
“realistic” those narratives devoid 
of hope, blind to the beauty of 

others and forgetful of God’s grace, 
which is always at work in human 
hearts, even though wounded by 
sin.  Saint Augustine urged 
Christians to forge an unbreakable 
bond with peace, so that by 
cherishing it deeply in their hearts, 
they would be able to radiate its 
luminous warmth around 
them.  Addressing his community, 
he wrote: “If you wish to draw 
others to peace, first have it 
yourselves; be steadfast in peace 
yourselves.  To inflame others, you 
must have the flame burning 
within.”  

Dear brothers and sisters, whether 
we have the gift of faith or feel we 
lack it, let us open ourselves to 
peace! Let us welcome it and 
recognize it, rather than believing it 
to be impossible and beyond our 
reach. Peace is more than just a 
goal; it is a presence and a journey. 
Even when it is endangered within 
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us and around us, like a small flame 
threatened by a storm, we must 
protect it, never forgetting the 
names and stories of those who 
have borne witness to it. Peace is a 
principle that guides and defines 
our choices. Even in places where 
only rubble remains, and despair 
seems inevitable, we still find 
people who have not forgotten 
peace. Just as on the evening of 
Easter Jesus entered the place 

where his disciples were gathered in 
fear and discouragement, so too the 
peace of the risen Christ continues 
to pass through doors and barriers 
in the voices and faces of his 
witnesses. This gift enables us to 
remember goodness, to recognize it 
as victorious, to choose it again, and 
to do so together. 

 

You can read the full message of 
Pope Leo XIV by 
scanning this QR 
Code:  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You may make your offering or donation by scanning this  

QR Code with your mobile phone 
Thank you and God bless! 

 
 
 
 
 

Fr Thaddeus
 

Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1457 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £110 
     

Thank you for your generosity  

To follow the 
Mass Readings 
on your phone, 
please scan the 

QR Code: 
 

  

FUNERAL MASS OF THERESA CHEE RIP 
 

We would like to inform you of the passing of Theresa Chee who worshipped with us in this church for 
several decades. Theresa's funeral mass will be held here at Carmelite Church on Thursday January 22nd, 

at 10.30am. 
The mass will be on live-stream on the church’s website and YouTube channel for those who cannot attend 

in person. May her soul rest in peace, Amen. 
 

 

t 

CELEBRATION OF SANTO NIÑO 
JANUARY 25TH 

 
The annual celebration of Santo Niño (The 

Infant Jesus) will be marked with a Mass here 
in our church on 25th January at 2.00pm. This is 
a special feast for the Filipino community who 
have a special devotion to Sto. Niño, and You 
are all invited to come to this special Mass to 

celebrate the Infant Jesus of Prague. 
 
 

 
 

VOCATION DISCERNMENT RETREAT 
 

Young Adults Discernment Retreat in Aylesford Priory, Kent (Men & Women, ages 18–30) 6–8 
February 2026. Held at Aylesford Priory, the ancient home of the Carmelites, this weekend offers space 
to step away from daily busyness for prayer, reflection, and community, in partnership with the Religious 
of the Assumption and the Carmelite Friars. Cost: £200. For more information or to register, 
email vocations@assumpta-eu.org 
 

 

 

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 
18TH – 25TH JANUARY 

 

This Sunday begins the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity. This is an important time for the Church to reflect 
on the progress being made on the ecumenical journey. 
 

You are invited to an Ecumenical Service to mark the 
week of prayer for Christian unity on 20th January 
@7pm. Venue: Kensington United Reformed Church, 
Allen Street, W8 6BL. Just a walking distance from 
High Street Kensington 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

2ND COLLECTION TODAY FOR PAX CHRISTI 
 

On this Peace Sunday, we will be taking a collection to support Pax Christi’s work which includes 
promoting nonviolence as a way of resolving conflict, advocacy and campaigning for peace and peace 

education in schools. Collectors will be at the back of the church at the end of Mass. Please donate 
generously. Gift-aid envelopes and QR code for online donation are also available at the back of the church 

 

 


