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Feast of the Baptism of the Lord

Sunday 11" January 2026

PARISH OF OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL & ST SIMON STOCK, CARMELITE CHURCH

41 KENSINGTON CHURCH STREET, LONDON W8 4BB

Web: www.carmelitechurch.org

Tel. 02076937 9866

Email: enquiries@carmelitechurch.org

Mobile: 0770 8203 595

@kensingtoncarmelitechurch on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram
Mass Times: Sun: Sat Vigil 6.00 p.m., Sun. 8.30 a.m., 10.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m.
Weekdays (including Bank Holidays): 8.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m.
Livestream (All Masses): www.carmelitechurch.org & YouTube: “Kensington Carmelite Church”

Confessions: Sat: 11.30 a.m. — 12.15 p.m. & 5.00 - 5.50 p.m. Mon - Fri: 5.40 p.m. - 6.00 p.m.
Priests in the Parish: Fr Thaddeus Ekuma ocd, Fr Matt Blake ocd,
Fr John Williamson ocd, Fr Joseph Odiahi, ocd, Fr Bartholomew Senewo, ocd, Fr Anthony

Parsons, ocd & Fr Yamai Bature, ocd
Safeguarding Rep: Franca Bren

Reflection

OUR GOD IS WITH US

The accounts of the baptism of
Jesus in the gospels try to draw us
into that moment when something
new happened in the river Jordan.
But we are told that before Jesus
arrived at the Jordan to be baptised,
the whole of Judea and Jerusalem
were making the pilgrimage to be
baptised, in response to the
preaching of John the Baptist. John
had been preaching, inviting people
to repent from their sins in
preparation for the Great One from
God who was to come. Baptism —
an immersion in the river Jordan -
was to be the public sign that a
person had undergone a total
change of heart.

As with most agrarian cultures, the
flowing waters of the river
symbolise life. Immersion in water
brings about purification,
restoration and renewal. It is, one
may say, a rebirth. That means it is
about death and resurrection. The

mental image of immersion in water
suggests a descent into death and
resurrection — dying to sin and
rising to new life. Let us keep this
in mind as Jesus appears at the
Jordan, the scene of John’s baptism.

If baptism holds all the significance
we mentioned, namely, repentance
from sin, it must be surprising to
anyone that Jesus should turn up at
the Jordan. Up until that time, only
people from Judea and Jerusalem
went to be baptised; nothing was
said of people coming from
elsewhere. Jesus had gone up from
the far away region of Galilee. But
the greater surprise is that Jesus
went, not as an observer, but wanted
to be baptised, queuing and waiting
with the crowd of sinners to be
baptised. Remember that baptism
was a confession of sin, a plea for
forgiveness and an attempt to turn a
new leaf. So why would Jesus
queue up for this?

We find an answer in the account of
the gospel today. John the Baptist
himself was in shock to find Jesus
requesting to be baptised. Hence,
John protested and tried to prevent
him: ‘It is I who need to be baptised
by you, and you come to me?’ But
Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so
now, for thus it is fitting for us to
fulfil all righteousness.’

But what does Jesus’ response
mean? What is the “all
righteousness” that they needed to
fulfil? Note in this response that
Jesus was referring not only to
himself but also to John. They both
must fulfil all righteousness. The
key to understanding this lies in the
future death that both John and
Jesus would experience. “All
righteousness” would refer to the
unalloyed Yes to the will of God —
the acceptance of their individual
missions, which, as we know led to
their death. Therefore, Jesus was
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prophetically showmg to the public
that his mission of bringing
salvation to the world would
ultimately be achieved through his
death and resurrection, symbolised
in his descending and rising from
the waters of Jordan.

We see, therefore, that Jesus’s
baptism had nothing to do with his
need to be forgiven of any sin (of
which he had none); it was really
for the people, for us, those he was
taking up the mission to redeem.
Jesus accepted baptism so that he

would be one with his brothers and
sisters who gathered around the
Jordan to express their repentance.
St Paul puts it this way: “God made
him who had no sin to be sin for us,
so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.”

The significance of Jesus’ baptism
therefore, rests on its metaphor for
his death and resurrection. Just as
he opted for baptism although
without sin to be washed away, he
will choose to die for the sins of the
world. And, as he descended into

the waters of Jordan and was
confirmed the Son of God by the
‘voice from heaven’ as he emerged
from the waters, so he will descend
into the realm of the dead and rise
again through the Holy Spirit.

May we who are baptised in Christ
experience the fullness of the
benefits of His baptism.

To follow the
Mass Readings
on your phone,
please scan the

OR Code:

NOTICES

CELEBRATION OF SANTO NINO

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY

JANUARY 25™

The annual celebration of Santo Nifio (The
Infant Jesus) will be marked with a Mass here
in our church on 25™ January at 2.00pm. This is
a special feast for the Filipino community who
have a special devotion to Sto. Nifio, and You
are all invited to come to this special Mass to
celebrate the Infant Jesus of Prague.

18™ _ 25™ JANUARY

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is an important
time for the Church to reflect on the progress being
made on the ecumenical journey.

You are invited to an Ecumenical Service to mark the
week of prayer for Christian unity on 20" January
@7pm. Venue: Kensington United Reformed Church,
Allen Street, W8 6BL. Just a walking distance from
High Street Kensington

FUNERAL MASS OF THERESA CHEE RIP

We would like to inform you of the passing of Theresa Chee who worshipped with us in this church for
several decades. Theresa's funeral mass will be held here at Carmelite Church on Thursday January 22nd,

The mass will be on live-stream on the church’s website and YouTube channel for those who cannot attend
in person. May her soul rest in peace, Amen.

at 10.30am.

VOCATION DISCERNMENT RETREAT

Young Adults Discernment Retreat in Aylesford Priory, Kent (Men & Women, ages 18-30) 6-8
February 2026. Held at Aylesford Priory, the ancient home of the Carmelites, this weekend offers space
to step away from daily busyness for prayer, reflection, and community, in partnership with the Religious
of the Assumption and the Carmelite Friars. Cost: £200. For more information or to register,

email vocations@assumpta-eu.org

You may make your offering or donation by scanning this
QR Code with your mobile phone

Thank you and God bless!
e
Collections Last Sunday Offering £1459
Gift Aid Envelopes £168

Thank you for your generosity

Fr Thaddeus
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