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2" Sunday of Advent 7t December 2025

PARISH OF OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL & ST SIMON STOCK, CARMELITE CHURCH

41 KENSINGTON CHURCH STREET, LONDON W8 4BB
Web: www.carmelitechurch.org Email: enquiries@carmelitechurch.org
Tel. 02076937 9866 Mobile: 0770 8203 595
@kensingtoncarmelitechurch on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram
Mass Times: Sun: Sat Vigil 6.00 p.m., Sun. 8.30 a.m., 10.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m.
Weekdays (including Bank Holidays): 8.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m.
Livestream (All Masses): www.carmelitechurch.org & YouTube: “Kensington Carmelite Church”
Confessions: Sat: 11.30 a.m. — 12.15 p.m. & 5.00 - 5.50 p.m. Mon - Fri: 5.40 p.m. - 6.00 p.m.
Priests in the Parish: Fr Thaddeus Ekuma ocd, Fr Matt Blake ocd,
Fr John Williamson ocd, Fr Joseph Odiahi, ocd, Fr Bartholomew Senewo, ocd, Fr Anthony
Parsons, ocd
Safeguarding Rep: Franca Bren

Reflection IN HIS DAYS JUSTICE SHALL FLOURISH
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The response to our psalm today is:
“In his days shall justice flourish,
and great peace for ever”. The
bible frequently speaks about
justice [throughout the whole bible,
both old and new testaments]. The
prophet Isaiah in our first reading
today makes an  important
distinction which may help us
understand the biblical concept of
justice: “He shall not judge by what
his eyes see, or decide disputes by
what his ears hear, but with
righteousness he shall judge the
poor, and decide with equity for the
meek of the earth; and he shall
strike the earth with the rod of his
mouth, and with the breath of his
lips he shall Fkill the wicked.
Righteousness shall be the belt of
his waist, and faithfulness the belt
of his loins”.

Isaiah is looking forward to the
coming Messiah and trying to
imagine what life will be like. There

will be a fundamental difference in
how justice is administered. Earthly
judges judge by what their eyes see
and their ears hear — the prophet
recognises that this disadvantages
the poor and vulnerable. The poor
and vulnerable often cannot speak
for themselves, they do not have
advocates and even when they do
speak, they are not taken as
seriously as the rich and powerful.
God [and the Messiah/Christ sent
by God] is totally different. The
words used to express God’s
judgement are: “righteousness”
“equity” and “faithfulness” — this is
a total contrast to human
judgement.

For the bible and in Christian
teaching down through the
centuries “Justice” is an attribute of
God. God is not just a judge as we
would understand a judge to be, one
who administers justice. God is in
Himself “Justice”, and all true

justice comes from God and is an
expression of the truth of God.
Therefore, those who act in God’s
name administer justice as wisdom
coming from God and according to
the laws of God. Administering
justice is not just a human skill or
power; it entails acting in the name
of God and upholding the law of
God. It is the highest responsibility
a human being can be given in this
world, and it is a responsibility that
comes directly from God.

St. John of the Cross describes the
attributes of God as lamps that both
enlighten the person and give the
person the warmth of love — in other
words the person acts with God’s
light and wisdom, and does so with
love. “God is then a lamp of justice
for the soul and the splendour of
this lamp imparts to the soul light
and warmth of love according to his
Justice..... In this communication
and manifestation of Himself to the
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soul, which in my opinion is the
greatest possible in this life, He is to
it innumerable lamps giving forth
knowledge and love of Himself”.
[John of the Cross Living Flame
3:3-4].

We can conclude from John of the
Cross’ words that the person close

to God is the person best able to
impart true justice because he/she
does so according to light and love
given by God. The person sees truth
as God sees it and sees the other
human being as God sees them.
Frequently we see in the saints a
love and understanding of those the
world considers “sinners” — that

love and understanding comes from
their closeness to God and the light
that God is giving them.

To follow the
Mass Readings
on your phone,
please scan the

OR Code:

NOTICES

ADVENT SPECIAL
ADORATION & REFLECTION
6.45pm On Fridays of Advent:
Friday, Decembgr 5% 12™ and
19'

CHRISTMAS CAROL
Our Christmas Carol this year
will be on 13™ December in the

ADVENT &

3 DAYS PRE-CHRISTMAS RETREAT

CHRISTMAS
PROGRAMME
Our programme for
advent, Christmas and
New Year has now been
published in a card which
you can pick up at the
back of the church. It is
also on the notice boards

Our parish Advent retreat will hold on
Tuesday 16th, Wednesday 17th and
Thursday 18th December. Each day will
begin with a Mass at 6.00pm followed by
Talk by Fr. Matt Blake OCD at 7.00pm in

the Church.

Talks will be available on live stream and

church at 7.00pm and on our website. You Tube.
OUR PARISH CHRISTMAS PARISH CHRISTMAS GIVING
PARTY

You are all invited to our parish
Christmas party this year on 14"
December after the 6.00pm
Mass.

Every year, close to Christmas, we go out on the streets to make small
gift donations to people on the streets. This year, on 21* December,
donated gifts will be offered to the less-privileged. Anyone who would
like to donate food vouchers or cash, or winter items (gloves, hat, scarf)
may do so. A giving station has been placed at the back of the church
where donations can be left. Thank you

SOLEMNITY OF ST JOHN OF THE CROSS

This year, the celebration of the feast of St John of the Cross will be on Monday, 15™ December. There will
be a special solemn Mass at 6.00pm. You are all invited.

You may make your offering or donation by scanning this
QR Code with your mobile phone
Thank you and God bless!

Collections Last Sunday

T

£1583
£138

Offering
Gift Aid Envelopes

Thank you for your generosity!

Fr Thaddeus




