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Feast of the Holy Family

28" December 2025

PARISH OF OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL & ST SIMON STOCK, CARMELITE CHURCH

41 KENSINGTON CHURCH STREET, LONDON W8 4BB

Web: www.carmelitechurch.org

Tel. 02076937 9866

Email: enquiries@carmelitechurch.org

Mobile: 0770 8203 595

@kensingtoncarmelitechurch on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram
Mass Times: Sun: Sat Vigil 6.00 p.m., Sun. 8.30 a.m., 10.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m.
Weekdays (including Bank Holidays): 8.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m.
Livestream (All Masses): www.carmelitechurch.org & YouTube: “Kensington Carmelite Church”

Confessions: Sat: 11.30 a.m. — 12.15 p.m. & 5.00 - 5.50 p.m. Mon - Fri: 5.40 p.m. - 6.00 p.m.
Priests in the Parish: Fr Thaddeus Ekuma ocd, Fr Matt Blake ocd,
Fr John Williamson ocd, Fr Joseph Odiahi, ocd, Fr Bartholomew Senewo, ocd, Fr Anthony

Parsons, ocd

Safeguarding Rep: Franca Bren

Reflection

PASTORAL LETTER FOR THE FEAST OF THE
HOLY FAMILY - from Cardinal Vincent Nichols

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus
Christ,

Today’s Feast of the Holy Family
continues our rejoicing in the birth of
Jesus, our hope and our salvation.
This Feast has also been chosen as the
moment in  which  dioceses
throughout the world mark the end of
the Jubilee Year with its theme of
‘Pilgrims into Hope’. 1 think these
two themes, of hope and family life,
go well together.

During this Holy Year we have been
reflecting on the virtue of hope and
how it shapes our lives in good times
and bad. Words of Pope Benedict
showed us the way when he said that
evoking the memories of goodness in
our lives serves to open our hearts to
hope. The experience of goodness
and the awakening of hope go hand in
hand.

Think, for a moment, of the goodness
that has been part of our own lives:
the love of friends we have enjoyed;
the moments of great joy we recall,

such as the birth of a child or
moments of success; the kindness of
neighbours and of strangers. Of
course, to remember goodness does
not mean forgetting the times of great
distress and sorrow. That is always
the mix in our lives. Generally, we are
probably more likely to forget the
good things and dwell on the bad. But
this is a moment to grasp firmly all
that is good in our lives and see it as
giving us true hope.

Goodness gives rise to hope when we
see it as a gift of God. Indeed, we
believe that God uses so many
different ways of touching our lives
with grace and goodness.
Circumstances that seem to be no
more than chance are gifts of grace.
God gives us people who are faithful
and steadfast to encourage and enrich
us, as well as utterly unexpected
displays of faith and kindness from
people unknown to us.

These gifts of goodness, like the gifts
we have been exchanging in these

days, are also promises. In giving
these gifts, God is reminding us that
we are never forgotten. His gifts
proclaim that God always wishes us
well, that God promises to us our true
fulfilment, in his presence, for ever.
This is the virtue of hope. This hope
is not a vague feeling that things will
turn out all right. Rather, hope is the
strong and enduring belief that God
will hold us in his love until, finally,
he brings us into his presence in
heaven. When we see goodness as a
gift of God, then we understand hope
as God’s gift too.

Such an appreciation of goodness in
every sphere of life gives rise in our
hearts not only to a sense of gratitude
but also to a willingness, on our part,
to be generous in return. When we are
touched by goodness then we are
moved to be compassionate to others
and to add to the sum of goodness in
the circle of our living. In this way we
begin to proclaim the love of God, the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, in our daily
life and actions. Then we ourselves
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become agents of goodness for
others.

Today, on this Feast, I thank all who
work hard to sustain their family
circle, to deepen its stability and love.
Families, in so many different shapes
and sizes, are the bedrock of our
society and of our Church. I thank all
who expend great love and effort to
sustain family relationships, across
generations, especially in times of
crisis, hardship and distress. Surely
the coming of Jesus into a family is
the greatest sign that in the plan of the
loving Creator the family is the first
school of life. There we learn the
meaning of love, of mutual trust that
makes us who we are. This is what
was occupying the mind of St Paul
when he wrote those words of
exhortation to every family that we
have just heard.

But I am only too aware that for many
the family can also be a place of the
most profound dismay, a place in
which rejection is experienced and

diminishes the role of the family but
is provided in a manner which
enhances the dignity of family life. So
I thank all who work in our parishes
and through our Caritas social action,
to support and sustain those who are
in need and losing heart.

For me, one of the great sources of
goodness and hope is to be found
among our young people. I know that
so many of you young people have a
real love for the Lord and want to
contribute to the reservoir of
goodness in our society and world
today. You have real concern for
those in need and those who feel
excluded. I also understand that you
look for encouragement, support and
leadership in your lives. I therefore
rejoice in your families who are so
often proud of you. And I rejoice in
the work of our Youth services, in our
parishes, in the Youth Centre in
Pinner. I thank our young leaders who
work in those Services and I ask you
all to give them great support in the
time ahead.

Westminster as your Archbishop,
then, is coming to an end. I want to
take this opportunity of thanking you
all for your prayers, both those
offered in every celebration of Mass
and those made privately too. I thank
you for the energy and generosity that
is so often brought to the life of our
parishes and diocese. I ask pardon for
my failings, which, if I listed them,
would make this Pastoral Letter far
too long. And I ask for your prayers
as | enter a new phase in my life, as a
pilgrim into Hope. I am fully aware of
the goodness that has surrounded me
in the last fifteen years or so spent in
your service. I thank you most
sincerely.

I hope that you have celebrated
Christmas joyfully and that these
days of continuing holiday can also
be holy days for you and your
families, gathered round the crib and
rejoicing in the goodness and
blessings of this great gift of life.

Our daily Masses continue as usual in addition to the following:

New Year’s Eve, December 31 6.00pm Vigil Mass
Holy Hour/Adoration Dec 31 11.00pm
New Year Mass 12.00 Midnight Mass

New Year Day, 1st January 8.30am, 12.15pm & 6.00pm

suffering endured. Too many families
struggle with lack of resources or  Now, as this Jubilee Year comes to a To follow the
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NOTICES
NEW YEAR MASS TIMES CONFESSIONS AND

ADORATION UNTIL 6 JAN
Daily confessions and Exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament resume on
Monday after Epiphany Sunday
(6th Jan) We adore Christ in the crib
during this time.

GRATITUDE

Thank you all!

As we come to the end of the year, the Carmelite Community serving this church wishes to thank you all
who come to our church and who support us in various ways. We thank the altar servers, readers,
Eucharistic ministers, Choirs and singers, those who decorate the church with flowers, organisers of our
monthly breakfast mornings and parish events, the group that cleans our church every Monday night, all
who have brought gifts of money, food and other items, and all who come here to participate in our liturgy.

You may make your offering or donation by scanning this
QR Code with your mobile phone
Thank you and God bless!

S
Collections Last Sunday £1057

£103

Offering
Gift Aid Envelopes

Thank you for your generosity

Fr Thaddeus
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