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Fourth Sunday of Advent

215t December 2025

PARISH OF OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL & ST SIMON STOCK, CARMELITE CHURCH

41 KENSINGTON CHURCH STREET, LONDON W8 4BB

Web: www.carmelitechurch.org

Tel. 02076937 9866

Email; enquiries@carmelitechurch.org

Mobile: 0770 8203 595

@kensingtoncarmelitechurch on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram
Mass Times: Sun: Sat Vigil 6.00 p.m., Sun. 8.30 a.m., 10.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m.
Weekdays (including Bank Holidays): 8.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m.
Livestream (All Masses): www.carmelitechurch.org & YouTube: “Kensington Carmelite Church”

Confessions: Sat: 11.30 a.m. — 12.15 p.m. & 5.00 - 5.50 p.m. Mon - Fri: 5.40 p.m. - 6.00 p.m.
Priests in the Parish: Fr Thaddeus Ekuma ocd, Fr Matt Blake ocd,
Fr John Williamson ocd, Fr Joseph Odiahi, ocd, Fr Bartholomew Senewo, ocd, Fr Anthony

Parsons, ocd

Safeguarding Rep: Franca Bren

Reflection

BETHLEHEM: CITY OF DAVID -
CITY OF JESUS

We are all familiar with the words
of the famous Carol: “O little
town of Bethlehem, how still we
see thee lie! Above thy deep and
dreamless sleep, the silent stars
go by. Yet in thy dark streets
shineth the everlasting Light; The
hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight”.
According to the Gospels of
Matthew and Luke this is the town
where Jesus was born. It is
situated on a hill about seven
kilometres south of Jerusalem and
has been at the heart of the
Christian  story  from  the
beginning. Yet what do we know
about this place?

We first hear about Bethlehem in
the Bible as the burial place of
Rachel [Genesis 48:7]. Rachels’
tomb is an important pilgrimage
site today, especially for Jews. In
the book of Ruth, it is the town

that Ruth comes to with her
mother-in-law Naomi. She settles
there, marries Boaz and becomes
the great-grandmother of King
David. Most importantly in the
bible Bethlehem is the home of
Jesse, the father of King David,
and it is the place where David is
anointed king. Apart from the
accounts of the birth of Jesus there
is no other mention of Bethlehem
in the New Testament.

The town was destroyed by the
Romans under the Emperor
Hadrian [around year 130]. It was
rebuilt by Constantine, who also
commissioned the building of the
Church of the Nativity in 327. The
Holy Land had been visited by
Constantine’s mother St. Helena
[she researched the principal
places associated with Jesus and
thanks to her we have so much
information that would otherwise

have been lost]. The Church was
destroyed in the Samaritan Revolt
of 527. It as rebuilt in the
Byzantine era by the Emperor
Justinian 1. The Church and the
city have survived and flourished
through the many changes of
political power — Crusaders,
Mamluks, Ottomans, British
Mandate, Jordanians, Israel. Since
the Oslo accords of 1995
Bethlehem is in Area A of the
Palestinian Authority rule
[Palestinian  government and
Palestinian security].

Today life in Bethlehem is
difficult. Since 1948 Palestinian
refugees have been living in three
refugee camps in Bethlehem
[Azza, Aida and Dheisheh]. The
area around Bethlehem has the
highest concentration of Israeli
West Bank Settlements. Finally,
there is the security wall [eight
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metres high] that cuts Bethlehem
off from Jerusalem. In addition to
all of this, Bethlehem has been
badly affected by the Gaza war.

Today Bethlehem has an
estimated population of 30,000; at
least 80% Muslem. The native
Christian population is now much
depleted for a variety of historic
reasons. The city’s economy is
very dependent on pilgrims and
tourists, and there have been
almost none in the past few years.
The University of Bethlehem

founded by the Vatican and the De
La Salle Brothers [open to all
religions, races and cultures]
continues to flourish despite the
challenges. Our Carmelite Nuns
continue to live their lives of
prayer and contemplation in
Bethlehem and see themselves as
having a particular mission to
pray for peace.

This Christmas the people of
Bethlehem need our prayers.
Perhaps we could pray in their

name the last stanza of the above
quoted Carol: “O Holy Child of
Bethlehem, descend on us, we
pray; Cast out our sin, and enter
in, be born in us today. We hear
the Christmas angels, the great
glad tidings tell; O come to us,
abide with us, Lord
Emmanuel”.

our

To follow the
Mass Readings
on your phone,
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OR Code:

NOTICES

PARISH CHRISTMAS GIVING - TODAY

TODAY is our Christmas giving walk. We will go out this evening on the streets to make small gift
donations of food vouchers and winter gears to our brothers and sisters on the streets. If you who would
still like to donate food vouchers or cash, or winter items (gloves, hat, scarf), you may do so by this
evening. A giving station has been placed at the back of the church where donations can be left. Thank you.

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR MASS TIMES

Christmas Eve
Christmas Vigil
Christmas Day

New Year’s Eve, December 31
Holy Hour/Adoration Dec 31
New Year Vigil Mass

New Year Day, 1% January

6.00pm
12.00 midnight (Professional Choir with carol starting at 11.15pm)
8.30am, 10.00am, 12.15pm & 6.00pm

6.00pm

11.00pm

12.00 midnight

8.30am, 12.15pm & 6.00pm

CONFESSIONS AND ADORATION 25 DEC — 6 JAN

There will be no usual confessions or Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament from Christmas Day
(25*Dec) to Epiphany Sunday (6 Jan) except the Special New Year Vigil Adoration. The crib will
be decorated for our prayer during this period.

You may make your offering or donation by scanning this
QR Code with your mobile phone

Thank you and God bless!
R A
Collections Last Sunday Offering £1193
Gift Aid Envelopes £118

Thank you for your generosity!
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