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1%t Sunday of Advent 30" November 2025

PARISH OF OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL & ST SIMON STOCK, CARMELITE CHURCH

41 KENSINGTON CHURCH STREET, LONDON W3 488
Web: www.carmelitechurch.org Email: enquiries@carmelitechurch.org
Tel. 02076937 9866 Mobile: 0770 8203 595
@kensingtoncarmelitechurch on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram
Mass Times: Sun: Sat Vigil 6.00 p.m., Sun. 8.30 a.m., 10.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m.
Weekdays (including Bank Holidays): 8.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m.
Livestream (All Masses): www.carmelitechurch.org & YouTube: “Kensington Carmelite Church”
Confessions: Sat: 11.30 a.m. — 12.15 p.m. & 5.00 - 5.50 p.m. Mon - Fri: 5.40 p.m. - 6.00 p.m.
Priests in the Parish: Fr Thaddeus Ekuma ocd, Fr Matt Blake ocd,
Fr John Williamson ocd, Fr Joseph Odiahi, ocd, Fr Bartholomew Senewo, ocd, Fr Anthony
Parsons, ocd
Safeguarding Rep: Franca Bren

Reflection WAIT! THE LORD IS COMING

The church begins the season of  expecting is important, we scarcely  the light of the Lord. Christ is the
advent — the period of waiting.  talk about the time we spend  fulfilment of the plea of the prophet.
Advent which means “coming” or  waiting; the joy of welcoming the  This is the era of peace; Christ the
appearing. A beautiful seasoninthe  person or that occasion makes the  true light shall appear and he will
church; the emphasis placed on  waiting worthwhile. Advent, the  dispel every darkness; there is
waiting. So, we wait for the  church teaches, is a time of waiting ~ God’s ~ gracious gaze upon
‘coming’ of Christ, who at the time  in joyful hope for the coming of our =~ humanity. We rejoice to witness the
appointed, was born of the Virgin  King, whose reign brings peace and  almighty power of God upon his
Mary and whose birth we celebrate ~ ushers in the blessings of a new  people.

at Christmas. The time awakens us ~ dawn. We prepare to celebrate

to that beautiful ‘human-coming’ of  God’s gracious look on human  Though, during the advent season,
the Son of God. The spirit of the  nature that needed to be saved from  emphasis is more on Christ’s

season invites every Christian  its fall. It is a season of hope, love, = coming in human form, there is the
faithful to make the proper joy and peace. second aspect to his coming: when
preparation for the One who is to he would come as judge, to reward
come. This period of advent,  The prophet Isaiah speaks of God’s  his ‘faithful servants’ with the
leading into the Christmas season, = wonderful deeds to his people when  blessedness of life eternal. In these

offers us the opportunity to waitand  he shall come into their midst —the ~ two comings, getting ready is
be part of the joy that the Child born ~ mountain of the house of the Lord  required, which involves the whole
in the manger offers us. shall be established as the highest ~ of the human heart being

of the mountains... (Is 2:1-5); the  transformed. The Lord’s coming
Waiting is part of our human  days when the mighty power of and our due preparation become
experience: we wait for the bus to ~ God shall be established and He  opportunities for being renewed,
arrive; we wait for a friend to come  shall reign in all the earth. And all  living each day with the thoughts of
back; we wait for a favourite TV ~ shall witness these wonderful  God’s redeeming love upon the
programme. When what we are  things and make haste and walk in ~ whole world. In a spirit of
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expectant hope, we long for his
coming, we beg for his coming, we
sing for his coming.

On this first Sunday of advent, the
gospel refers to the coming of the
Son of Man. Christ’s coming must
not meet us unprepared, “for as
were the days of Noah...people
eating and drinking”: cast off the
yoke of darkness and put on the
armour of Christ; conduct ourselves
in ways proper to Christian life.
How our Lord meets us when he
comes depends on us. When the
Lord shall come, present him fruits

of good works. Will he find us
ready? His coming is not meant to
make us uneasy, or to make us
anxious about the time; for he will
come when he pleases. Our part is
to keep on living for him while we
wait. He should not find us asleep.
Instead, we should make our hearts
ready, use the gifts that He has
given us in loving our neighbour
and sowing seeds of peace.

If the coming of Christ at Christmas
brings joy, we believe that at his
second coming, he will come to us
in mercy; therefore, we must not

live in fear. Our task is stay awake
doing his work. As we embark on
this advent journey, let us resolve to
remove all the things that keep us
away from the Lord; let us embrace
those acts of kindness that prepare
our hearts for receiving our Lord.
Advent is a time of giving. It is in
engaging in works of mercy that we
heed the invitation to stay awake.

To follow the
Mass Readings
on your phone,
please scan the

OR Code:

NOTICES

ADVENT SPECIAL
ADORATION & REFLECTION
6.45pm On Fridays of Advent:
Friday, December 5™, 12 and
1 9Ih

CHRISTMAS CAROL
Our Christmas Carol this year
will be on 13™ December in the
church at 7.00pm

ADVENT &

3 DAYS PRE-CHRISTMAS RETREAT

CHRISTMAS
PROGRAMME
Our programme for
advent, Christmas and
New Year has now been
published in a card which
you can pick up at the
back of the church. It is
also on the notice boards
and on our website.

Our parish Advent retreat will hold on
Tuesday 16th, Wednesday 17th and
Thursday 18th December. Each day will
begin with a Mass at 6.00pm followed by
Talk by Fr. Matt Blake OCD at 7.00pm in

the Church.

Talks will be available on live stream and

You Tube.

OUR PARISH CHRISTMAS
PARTY

You are all invited to our parish
Christmas party this year on 14"
December after the 6.00pm
Mass.

Young Adults ADVENT RETREAT DAY with the Assumption Sisters
on Saturday 6th December 2025, 10am — 6pm. Venue: Milleret House,
20 Kensington Square, London, W8 SHH (closest tube station: High Street
Kensington). Programme includes talks ¢ prayer, adoration and
confessions ¢ faith sharing ¢ mass and social time. £5 registration fee/
subsidised student places available on request. Register now by
emailing: rebecca@assumpta-eu.org

FINAL JUBILEE YEAR TALK

To Celebrate the Jubilee Year, Pilgrims of Hope and the 1700th Anniversary of Nicaea, the first Ecumenical

Council, there will be the third and final talk at Allen Hall Seminary on Saturday, 6™ December at 3.00pm

entitled, “Advent: Hoping that the Lord Jesus Christ shall Come Again to Judge the Living and the Dead”. It
will be given by Canon John O’Leary, Rector of Allen Hall.

You may make your offering or donation by scanning this
QR Code with your mobile phone
Thank you and God bless!

Collections Last Sunday

T

£1325
£183

Offering
Gift Aid Envelopes

Thank you for your generosity!




