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PARISH OF OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL & ST SIMON STOCK, CARMELITE CHURCH

41 KENSINGTON CHURCH STREET, LONDON W8 4BB

Web: www.carmelitechurch.org

Tel. 02076937 9866

Email: enquiries@carmelitechurch.org

Mobile: 0770 8203 595

@kensingtoncarmelitechurch on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram
Mass Times: Sun: Sat Vigil 6.00 p.m., Sun. 8.30 a.m., 10.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m.
Weekdays (including Bank Holidays): 8.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m.
Livestream (All Masses): www.carmelitechurch.org & YouTube: “Kensington Carmelite Church”

Confessions: Sat: 11.30 a.m. — 12.15 p.m. & 5.00 - 5.50 p.m. Mon - Fri: 5.40 p.m. - 6.00 p.m.
Priests in the Parish: Fr Thaddeus Ekuma ocd, Fr Matt Blake ocd,
Fr John Williamson ocd, Fr Joseph Odiahi, ocd, Fr Bartholomew Senewo, ocd, Fr Anthony

Parsons, ocd & Fr Deepu Daniel, ocd
Safeguarding Rep: Franca Bren

Reflection

OUR HOPE FOR THE GIFT OF BLESSEDNESS

Today we celebrate the feast of All
Saints — God’s gift of blessedness.
Our entrance antiphon invites us to
“rejoice in the Lord!” This
invitation to rejoice is given not
because we are already saints, but
because it is our destiny. St John the
Evangelist tells us that “we are
already God’s children; but what
we shall be in the future has not yet
been revealed. All we know is that
when it is revealed we shall be like
him because we shall see Him as He
really is” (1 Jn 3:2). This is who we
are. And that is why Jesus tells the
Scribe in our Gospel that the first
(and the greatest) commandment is
to love our God with everything
that we are and our neighbour as
ourselves.

The Apocalyptic vision of heaven
describes a great multitude
impossible to count, from every
nation, race, people and tongue
(Rev 7:9). This number includes not

only those whom we know as
canonized saints but also those who
are unknown; it includes OId
Testament figures who lived before
Jesus as well as many of our
relatives and friends. It assures us
that an innumerable number of
people who strove to do the will of
God during their lifetime have been
blessed with the vision of God’s
glory. We celebrate the saints
because they are people have
attained the goal of life (which is
happiness with God). At the same
time they remind us of our own
journey and the need to keep our
eyes fixed on God and the heavenly
inheritance which He offers us as
His children.

For one thing, the lives of the saints
encourage us not to give up our own
struggles. They had to struggle like
we do now, falling and rising as
they journeyed through life, but
never gave up trying to follow

God’s will till the end. The stories
we hear of the lives of the saints
depict them not as perfect human
beings but people who were always
open to God’s will and sometimes
endured indescribable sufferings
and persecutions. But they
persevered.  Some, like St
Augustine, struggled greatly in their
youth and show us that God is
constantly in search of us, offering
us the grace of life with him. Saints
like Therese of Lisieux and the
Carlo Acutis (only 15yrs old) teach
us that age is no inhibition to the
grace of blessedness.

Our hope is strengthened when we
realize that while holiness demands
our constant effort, it is ultimately a
gift of God. We are the children of
God and God will not hesitate to
give this gift. He has given us
everything to prepare us to enjoy
the fullness of happiness with Him.
He gave most importantly Christ his
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Son to free us from the bondage of
sin and to show us the way of love.
Christ has purchased us with His
blood and has made us children of
God, as St. John says, “See what
love the Father has bestowed on us
by letting us be called the children
of God. And that is what we are (1
Jn 3:1). Let us then live as his
children, trusting that in the fulness
of time we too, like the saints, will
enjoy the fulness of His glory.

But while here on earth we must
continue to strive in following the

path to blessedness which Jesus has
laid out for us: “You must love the
Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your
mind and with all your strength.
You must love your neighbour as
yourself.” This is what we are
commanded to do. Every day we
strive to participate in Jesus’ life by
being poor in spirit, gentle, hungry
for justice, merciful, pure in heart,
making peace, and so on. This is
how we can share in His
blessedness. He has given us the
Eucharist — food for our journey.

And He will see to it that what He
has begun in us is brought to its
completion. Let us then put our trust
in His help only through which we
can become a people fit to enjoy the
fulness of God’s glory like all the
saints.

To follow the
Mass Readings
on your phone,
please scan the

OR Code:

NOTICES

NOVEMBER — MONTH OF THE

TAIZE PILGRIMAGE FOR YOUNG ADULTS

HOLY SOULS

Throughout November, we will remember in a
special way and pray for our dead relatives and
Friends. The envelopes for November Dead
List are now available at the back of the
church. Please place your list in the envelop
and drop it in any of the offering boxes where it
can be collected and placed in front of the altar,
or give to one of the priests.

Taizé Pilgrimage for Young Adults (aged 18-35) in
Paris with the Assumption group from 28 Dec 2025 to
1 Jan 2026. The Taizé European Meeting is a
"Pilgrimage of trust on Earth" gathering thousands of
young people for prayer, reflection, and
community. Cost: €110 + travel. Register by
15th November, for more information
visit www.assumpta-eu.org/taize-pilerimage.

Email rebecca@assumpta-eu.org

RCIA — EXPLORING OUR CATHOLIC FAITH

RCIA group meet this Thursday 6th November at 7.30pm in the Priory. The catechism teaches that “prayer is
the life of the new heart” (2697); please keep in your prayers those who have embarked on this prayerful

journey of discernment.

ST MICHAEL'S CATHOLIC GRAMMAR SCHOOL, NORTH FINCHLEY - 'INTO THE SIXTH' OPEN

EVENING - THURSDAY 6 NOVEMBER 6-8PM

The Sixth Form at St Michael's is a place where the pursuit of academic excellence and academic curiosity are at
the heart of all we do. The school was recently named the second best state school in the country, and the best in
London, in the 2025 Daily Telegraph Best Schools Guide. We look forward to welcoming you to our Open
Evening when you will have the opportunity to listen to subject specific talks and a talk by the Headteacher, Mr
Stimpson. You can register to attend via this link 'Into the Sixth' Open Evening Registration but are also welcome

to turn up on the night.

You may make your offering or donation by scanning this
QR Code with your mobile phone
Thank you and God bless!

Collections Last Sunday

e

£1267
£176

Offering
Gift Aid Envelopes

Thank you for your generosity!




