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34" Sunday Ordinary Time Christ the King 16" November 2025

PARISH OF OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL & ST SIMON STOCK, CARMELITE CHURCH

41 KENSINGTON CHURCH STREET, LONDON W8 4BB
Web: www.carmelitechurch.org Email: enquiries@carmelitechurch.org
Tel. 02076937 9866 Mobile: 0770 8203 595
@kensingtoncarmelitechurch on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram
Mass Times: Sun: Sat Vigil 6.00 p.m., Sun. 8.30 a.m., 10.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m.
Weekdays (including Bank Holidays): 8.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m.
Livestream (All Masses): www.carmelitechurch.org & YouTube: “Kensington Carmelite Church”
Confessions: Sat: 11.30 a.m. — 12.15 p.m. & 5.00 - 5.50 p.m. Mon - Fri: 5.40 p.m. - 6.00 p.m.
Priests in the Parish: Fr Thaddeus Ekuma ocd, Fr Matt Blake ocd,
Fr John Williamson ocd, Fr Joseph Odiahi, ocd, Fr Bartholomew Senewo, ocd, Fr Anthony
Parsons, ocd & Fr Deepu Daniel, ocd
Safeguarding Rep: Franca Bren

Reflection CHRIST, THE KING WHOSE REIGN HAS NO END
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We come to the end of a liturgical
year, and as in the church’s custom,
it is the celebration of Christ as
King of the Universe. This feast
celebrates, as well as highlights and
honours Christ as King, upon whom
every sovereignty rests. His reign is
everlasting, for he rules over all that
the Father has entrusted to him. In
1925, Pope Pius XI saw it fitting to
use the word ‘king’ to refer to the
role of Christ in relation to the
world, Him being the ‘First’; hence
he created the feast of Christ the
King, in his encyclical letter, Quas
Primas, in response to the rising
secularism and other forms which
tend to take Christ off human
engagements in the world. Christ as
the ‘First” and role as ‘King’ sum up
and reiterate his exalted place as the
Son of God who will lead mankind
to their Eternal Father.

In most cultures of the world, kings
are influential figures and their
presence exudes awe and great

respect. In some cases, they are
believed to be God’s gift to people
to act as leaders and guides. So,
they deservedly are honoured in
every respect. For the biblical
Israelites, the presence of a king
gave assurance of security and
sense of belonging to a people (Cf 1
Samuel 8). Every king reigned in
his kingdom and is entitled to
respect and adoration from his
subjects. Amidst this unique
importance of kingship in human
culture, the church refers to Christ
as the universal king. He occupies
the most exalted place, the king
whose reign and authority never
ceases.

Descending from his heavenly
throne, robed with mighty power,
His kingdom is an everlasting
kingdom. This kingdom is the
kingdom of God. The kingship of
Jesus is not limited to any area or set
of people; he is proclaimed as the
king of the universe, for all that

exists fall under his rule and
sovereignty; he is the head of all.
This king was rejected and treated
as would a criminal but all in
obedience to the Father’s will that
lost humanity might find reasons to
return back home. Jesus’ role as
king comes with a difference; for
though ‘clothed’ in royalty he made
himself one like his subjects, being
the servant of all. He also became a
shepherd —to look after his sheep.
The prophet Daniel describes the
coming of a son of man, and
conferred on him is kingship and
sovereignty. Being shepherd, he
humbled himself to lead the
straying sheep to the sheepfold. His
care is all-round and reaches
everyone: he leads to green
pastures, he guides along the right
path, he prepares a banquet of rich
food, and he comes to the help of
those who are in pain. This is who
Jesus is for us. He establishes his
kingdom with us and calls us to
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come share in his kingdom of love
and peace. Through his self-giving
sacrifice on the cross, he made us
partakers of the benefits from his
kingship; and our hope is to be
finally united with him in heaven.
Till then, we live in hope and pray.
We pray for the coming of this
kingdom when we pray “thy
kingdom come”. But this kingdom
is not far from us; this kingdom
dwells in our hearts. This is where
we encounter Christ, the True King.
The kingdom of God is among us.

We make Christ kingdom grow by
engaging in works of charity, by
showing concern to people around
us; for whatever we do to the least

of our brothers and sisters we do to
Christ, the great king. The kingdom
of God is where we are called to
love, to give, until there is nothing
left just as Christ was to serve and
not to be served. Christ is constantly
seeking our help every day in our
world. Christ needs us to extend his
kingdom to people everywhere,
however little it may be. Jesus went
about doing good, he identified
with the marginalised and this is
what he expects from us as
authentic members of his kingdom.
Christ, our king, wants us to act
differently, as people whose
consciences are informed by the
values of the Gospel — loving God

and our neighbours. As the
universal king, we also believe that
he will come again to reward us for
every kindness that we have shown
to others; for how we have made the
lives of others better; how we have
truly become Christians in the
world. The reign of this kingdom
surely knows no end, as we carry it
along with us each day and show it
forth to the world.
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NOTICES

3 DAYS PRE-CHRISTMAS RETREAT

ADVENT SPECIAL CHRISTMAS
ADORATION & REFLECTION CAROL AT HIGH
6.45pm On Fridays of Advent: STREET
Friday, December 5™, 12" and
19t Our 6.00pm Choir will
be singing Christmas
CHRISTMAS CAROL Carols by the High Street

Our Christmas Carol this year
will be on 13™ December in the

Kensington Tube Station
next Sunday 30t
December. Please come

Our parish Advent retreat will hold on
Tuesday 16th, Wednesday 17th and
Thursday 18th December. Each day will
begin with a Mass at 6.00pm followed by
Talk by Fr. Matt Blake OCD at 7.00pm in

the Church.

Talks will be available on live stream and

this church at 7.00pm and support them. You Tube.
OUR PARISH CHRISTMAS Young Adults ADVENT RETREAT DAY with the Assumption Sisters
PARTY on Saturday 6th December 2025, 10am — 6pm. Venue: Milleret House,

You are all invited to our parish
Christmas party this year on 14"
December after the 6.00pm
Mass.

20 Kensington Square, London, W8 SHH (closest tube station: High Street
Kensington). Programme includes talks ¢ prayer, adoration and
confessions ¢ faith sharing *« mass and social time. £5 registration fee/
subsidised student places available on request. Register now by
emailing: rebecca@assumpta-eu.org

FINAL JUBILEE YEAR TALK

To Celebrate the Jubilee Year, Pilgrims of Hope and the 1700th Anniversary of Nicaea, the first Ecumenical
Council, there will be the third and final talk at Allen Hall Seminary on Saturday, 6™ December at
3.00pm entitled, “Advent: Hoping that Lord Jesus Christ shall Come Again to Judge the Living and the
Dead”. It will be given by Canon John O’Leary, Rector of Allen Hall.

You may make your offering or donation by scanning this
QR Code with your mobile phone
Thank you and God bless!

Collections Last Sunday
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Offering
Gift Aid Envelopes

£1362
£172

Thank you for your generosity!
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