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PARISH OF OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL & ST SIMON STOCK, CARMELITE CHURCH

41 KENSINGTON CHURCH STREET, LONDON W8 4BB
Web: www.carmelitechurch.org Email: enquiries@carmelitechurch.org
Tel. 02076937 9866 Mobile: 0770 8203 595
@kensingtoncarmelitechurch on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram
Mass Times: Sun: Sat Vigil 6.00 p.m., Sun. 8.30 a.m., 10.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m.
Weekdays (including Bank Holidays): 8.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m.
Livestream (All Masses): www.carmelitechurch.org & YouTube: “Kensington Carmelite Church”
Confessions: Sat: 11.30 a.m. — 12.15 p.m. & 5.00 - 5.50 p.m. Mon - Fri: 5.40 p.m. - 6.00 p.m.
Priests in the Parish: Fr Thaddeus Ekuma ocd, Fr Matt Blake ocd,
Fr John Williamson ocd, Fr Joseph Odiahi, ocd, Fr Bartholomew Senewo, ocd, Fr Anthony
Parsons, ocd & Fr Deepu Daniel, ocd
Safeguarding Rep: Franca Bren
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Reflection

THE HOPE OF ETERNAL HOME

The ‘end time’ is something that has
always caught the imagination and
curiosity of human beings, like the
disciples in our Gospel today. It has
been  depicted in several
apocalyptic movies with
speculations about how it will
happen. But when exactly will it
happen? No one has a clue.
Somehow, the thought of it brings
about a bit of anxiety as we imagine
the loss of everyone and everything
as we know it, and the cessation of
all that love to do. Yet, despite how
long people have worried and
speculated about this event, it has
not happened in any form that
people imagined. However, we
know that the life of every human
person on earth has got its end, for
there comes a time when everything
is done and dusted. And this time of
the year, when we remember and
pray for the faithful departed, we
are reminded once again of the end

time, the reality of transitioning into
life-after.

Among Jesus’ listeners in today’s
gospel were those who had
speculations about the end times,
even to the point of postulating the
exalt time when this was going to
take place. There were others who
demanded for signs that the end was
imminent. The reason for their
curiosity could well be that they
needed to be ready to experience it.
However, the Christian disposition
towards this inevitable reality
should be that of courage and hope
because it will launch us to that
perfect union with God which is our
destiny. Hence there is no need to
be afraid or concerned when exactly
this is going to be. Instead, as Jesus
urges his listeners, our focus should
be to work towards a fulfilled life
on earth and a happy end in eternity.
This end is our ultimate goal as
Christians, and what it demands are

the concrete efforts we make each
day to be people of hope, and not to
be ruled by fear. As people of faith
in Jesus Christ, our hope for a home
hereafter gives us courage because
Christ assures us that, “In my
Father’s house there are many
rooms, if it were not so, would I
have told you that I go to prepare a
place for you? And when I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come
again and will take you to myself,
that where I am you may be also”
(John 14:2-5). So, we are filled with
courage to face the daily struggle of
living out our Christian calling —
being kind to people and showing
mercy, and the many challenges we
meet each day. These experiences
constitute that narrow door which
leads us to a place of blessedness in
the hereafter. It is then that all our
good deeds will be rewarded, and
all our hopes will be accomplished.
Hence, it is nothing that should
frighten us.
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As to the question about when the
ultimate end will be and the various
signs to look out for, there is no
answer. Jesus tells us that the exact
time is not, and cannot be, known;
and no sign (wars, conflicts, etc) is
directly linked to it. No amount of
our knowledge of the world can
offer us certainty about when this
will happen. Moreover, it shouldn’t
be our preoccupation. Our life
should be that of continuous
preparation for the day. Perhaps it is
better to assume that the day is here
and now.

Today, and indeed every day, the
voice that calls us to witness to
Christian/Gospel values resounds.
The time is now, while we are still
breathing; it is here and now that we

must start living that life of eternity,
and not tomorrow. Jesus is the
ultimate sign, for he is always with
us, with his message and call to
make the right preparations towards
our heavenly home. Every moment
becomes an opportunity to live truly
as a sojourner making the constant
preparation, taking the right path
towards reaching our home. Once
we have done our duties as people
of faith, hope and love, the coming
of the Lord should make us joyful.
It is a moment of receiving that
ultimate gift — that “Crown of
Glory” which St Paul writes about
in his 1% letter to the Thessalonians.

This beautiful end has inspired
multitudes of our brothers and
sisters to live authentic Christian

life; their witnessing in difficult
times has been rewarded and they
are numbered among the blessed in
Heaven. The invitation to stay
awake is a call to constantly renew
our relationship with God. If we
love God and sincerely love our
neighbours, then the coming of
Christ is something to look forward
to. So, we continue to strive to
prepare for that moment of ultimate
union with our God towards whom
our entire existence is ultimately
directed. As we do all we can, let us
remember that we are never alone
on this journey.

To follow the
Mass Readings
on your phone,
please scan the

OR Code:

NOTICES

SENIORS CITIZENS’ PARTY AT

CARDINAL VAUGHAN

TAIZE PILGRIMAGE FOR YOUNG ADULTS

Every year, senior citizens in our church get
invited to a party at Cardinal Vaughan School.
This year this party is on 5™ December at
3.00pm. Our senior citizens who would like to
attend the party are requested to indicate and
put down their names on the form provided at
the back of the church after the Mass.

Taizé Pilgrimage for Young Adults (aged 18-35) in
Paris with the Assumption group from 28 Dec 2025 to
1 Jan 2026. The Taizé European Meeting is a
"Pilgrimage of trust on Earth" gathering thousands of
young people for prayer, reflection, and
community. Cost: €110 + travel. Register by
15th November, for more information
visit www.assumpta-eu.org/taize-pilerimage.

Email rebecca@assumpta-eu.org

THE SICK & RETIRED PRIESTS’ FUND COLLECTION TODAY

The second collection this weekend is for the sick and retired priests of our Diocese. Most priests offer their
resignation at 75, but many continue to serve in our schools, hospitals, hospices and parishes. Last year, the Diocese
of Westminster provided care to 73 retired priests, at a cost of £1,270,000. Caring for our brother priests in their
senior years, or at a time of illness, is a fundamental part of the mission of our diocese. By supporting the Sick &
Retired Priests’ Fund, you can help cover essential costs and give them peace of mind that in the event of an
emergency, their needs will be met. Please donate generoulsy in the basket or using the envelopes provided.

You may make your offering or donation by scanning this
QR Code with your mobile phone

Thank you and God bless!
R
Collections Last Sunday Offering £1616
Gift Aid Envelopes £503

Thank you for your generosity!

Fr Thaddeus
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