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29" Sunday Ordinary Time

PARISH OF OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL & ST SIMON STOCK, CARMELITE CHURCH

41 KENSINGTON CHURCH STREET, LONDON W8 4BB
Web: www.carmelitechurch.org Email: enquiries@carmelitechurch.org
Tel. 02076937 9866 Mobile: 0770 8203 595
@kensingtoncarmelitechurch on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram
Mass Times: Sun: Sat Vigil 6.00 p.m., Sun. 8.30 a.m., 10.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m.
Weekdays (including Bank Holidays): 8.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m.
Livestream (All Masses): www.carmelitechurch.org & YouTube: “Kensington Carmelite Church”
Confessions: Sat: 11.30 a.m. — 12.15 p.m. & 5.00 - 5.50 p.m. Mon - Fri: 5.40 p.m. - 6.00 p.m.
Priests in the Parish: Fr Thaddeus Ekuma ocd, Fr Matt Blake ocd,
Fr John Williamson ocd, Fr Joseph Odiahi, ocd, Fr Bartholomew Senewo, ocd, Fr Anthony
Parsons, ocd & Fr Deepu Daniel, ocd
Safeguarding Rep: Franca Bren
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Reflection

PRAY AND NEVER LOSE HEART

It is quite significant that for several
weeks now, and still more to come,
the Evangelist Luke has been taking
us on various elements of prayer.
Beginning with various
representations of Jesus at prayer at
the significant moments of his life
to the various teachings on how and
the need to pray persistently.

The first image of persistence in
prayer can be seen in our first
reading, in the story of Moses
during the war between Israel and
the Amalekites. We try not to get
distracted by the battle scene
imagery, although the image of war
itself can easily become useful
when we speak of prayer, because
the struggle to overcome our life
difficulties, for which we seek
God’s intervention, can be
conceived as a war. The story tells
how Moses’ raised arm, which put
Israel at advantage over their
enemies, had to be supported with a

stone in order to sustain the victory.
A raised arm is a symbolism for a
person at prayer. And to keep an
arm raised without letting it fall
limp is to remain constant in prayer.

In the Gospel we find another image
in Jesus’ parable about the unjust
judge. Jesus calls our attention to
what the judge said to himself:
“Maybe I have neither fear of God
nor respect for man, but since she
keeps pestering me I must give this
widow her just rights, or she will
persist in coming and worry me to
death.” If these are the thoughts of
an unjust judge, how much more
would God speedily answer those
who cry to him for help!

Yet, there is a final remark at the
end of our Gospel that must not be
overlooked: “But when the Son of
Man comes, will he find any faith
on earth?” We recall that we had
been previously told that faith and

total trust (like a child to his/her
parents) are prerequisites for
prayer.  So, although Jesus
encourages us to be persistent in
prayer, there is also the fear that
such persistence might indicate that
we do not have faith and trust in
God. Recall the story (last Sunday)
of the ten lepers who were healed,
and only one of them believed he
had been healed and returned to
give thanks. And Jesus told him:
“Go on your way, your faith has
saved  you.”  Against this
background, persistence in prayer,
and not believing that God has
already answered us in his own
way, might simply indicate that we
require more faith and trust in God.

In fact, St Teresa, whose feast we
celebrated last Wednesday, would
say that persistence in prayer is
striving to remain with so good a
friend as long as one can. She says,
“If you grow accustomed to having
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Him present at your side, and He
sees that you do so with love and
that you do go about striving to
please Him, you will not be able —
as they say — to get away from Him;
He will never fail you; He will help
you in all your trials; you will find
Him everywhere... I am not asking
you to do anything more than look
at Him. For who can keep you from
turning the eyes of your soul

towards this Lord. Behold he is not
waiting for anything else... than
that you look at Him. In the measure
you desire Him, you will find him.
He so esteems your turning to look
at Him that no diligence will be
lacking on his part.”

Let us take up this invitation and
practice of keeping our Lord
constantly in our hearts so that he

may look after us and fight with us
in every battle that confronts us in
daily living.

To follow the
Mass Readings
on your phone,
please scan the

OR Code:

NOTICES

November — Month of the Holy Souls
Throughout November, we will remember in a
special way and pray for our dead relatives and

Friends. The envelopes for November Dead
List are now available at the back of the
church. Please place your list in the envelop
and drop it in any of the offering boxes where it
can be collected and placed in front of the altar,
or give to one of the priests.
Thank you.

REGISTRATION FOR FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
AND CONFIRMATION
Preparations for First Holy Communion or Confirmation
have now started. However, if you have a child that is not
yet registered, you can still register them, but please do so
as soon as possible. Children must be 7yrs old for Holy
Communion and 13yrs old for Confirmation by 31
August. The registration form is on our website
www.carmelitechurch.org/activities/catechism-classes or
simply email and request a form.

RCIA — EXPLORING OUR CATHOLIC FAITH
The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) is the process by which adults are received into the
Catholic Church community. The RCIA prepares adults for the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and
Eucharist, usually celebrated at the Easter Vigil. If you are an adult seeking full communion with the
Church do come along as well. The next meeting is on Thursday 16th October at 7.30pm.

TODAY IS WORLD MISSION SUNDAY
Today, parishes worldwide celebrate World Mission Sunday. By supporting Missio — the Pope’s charity for world
mission — we stand united as God’s global family, in prayer, solidarity and action. We are called to be ‘Missionaries Of
Hope Among All Peoples’ as everyone deserves to hear that God loves them and to be strengthened by God’s Spirit.
Please pray for missionaries and give what you can to this vital collection, bringing God’s compassion, peace and justice
to those in need. To donate, use the Missio envelope, call 020 7821 9755 (office hours) or visit missio.org.uk to give a
gift, set up a Direct Debit and Gift Aid your donation if possible.

OREMUS — A COURSE ON PRAYER

A prayer initiative to introduce people to prayer. Spread over § weeks this will help many experience God like
never before. Others may feel as if the examples and stories name their experience. Still others may struggle
and compare their prayer with the prayer of others during the time together. Encourage them to come
along too because prayer is personal and Oremus will be different for everyone who comes. Come along to a
meeting on Saturday 18" October at 10:30am to register and learn more.

You may make your offering or donation by scanning this
QR Code with your mobile phone

Thank you and God bless!
— AR e —
Collections Last Sunday Offering £1442
Gift Aid Envelopes £113

Thank you for your generosity!
Fr Thaddeus
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