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Our Christian life requires a 
wisdom that is far beyond the reach 
of our natural powers. This is why 
St Paul emphasizes the role of 
God’s Spirit in our Christian life 
when he says that “the depths of 
God can only be known by the 
Spirit of God. [And] we have 
received the Spirit that comes from 
God, to teach us to understand the 
gifts he has given us.” St Paul goes 
ahead to quote the passage in our 
first reading today, “ Who can know 
the mind of the Lord, so who can 
teach him? It is God himself who 
gives us the Wisdom that makes it 
possible for us to understand the 
things of God. In other words, we 
are taught by God’s Wisdom, who 
is Christ.  
 
This consciousness of the 
incomprehensibility of God 
prepares us for the shocking 
revelation we find in our Gospel. 
Jesus tells us that anyone who does 

not carry his/her cross and come 
after him cannot be his disciple. A 
more explicit way of saying this is 
that no one can be his disciple 
unless he/she gives up his/her 
possessions. And such possessions 
include father, mother, wife, 
husband, children, brothers, sisters 
and even one’s own life. 
Surprisingly, these are not usually 
in the category of things we call 
possessions. They are actually 
important relationships in our life 
without which we can barely 
survive. Even our life is included as 
part of our possessions. This list 
goes to indicate that we need not 
even talk of material possession, 
which have absolutely no place in 
the economy of discipleship.  
 
But when Jesus says that we must 
hate our significant others, 
including our own life, in order to 
truly be his disciples, what does he 
mean? The first point to note is the 

language. A similar language is 
employed by Jesus’ in other saying 
regarding the cost of discipleship: 
‘Let the dead bury their dead,’ 
‘Foxes have holes, birds of the air 
have nests, but the Son of Man has 
nowhere to lay his head,’ ‘Father 
against son, son against father,’ and 
now ‘Hate your mother and father, 
even your own life’ and ‘Give up all 
your possessions.’ The seeming 
extreme of these demands may be 
due to the Semitic way of saying 
things: they tend to use superlatives 
rather than comparatives. Yet this 
does not detract from the 
seriousness of what Jesus means to 
say, which is that the following of 
Jesus (discipleship) requires a 
radical decision.  
 
What is more? That radical decision 
is best made at the start, just like 
any builder would first take into 
account the cost of the whole house 
or an army going to war would 
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calculate the cost and probability of 
success. There is an emphasis on 
the danger of starting off on the 
journey of discipleship without 
taking account of the cost, thereby 
falling along the way. 
 
Let us return briefly to the issue of 
calling our vital relationships 
(father, mother, wife, etc) 
possessions that must be hated in 
order to be a disciple. I would 
suggest that we see the use of the 
word ‘possessions’ as whatever is 

in our life that possesses us. In order 
words, those things that we care 
about so much that they do not give 
us the freedom required to follow 
Jesus. If our family or our own life 
becomes a huge preoccupation for 
us, we may not have the freedom to 
follow Jesus. Unless, of course, we 
can turn these relationships into 
avenues of service and discipleship. 
 
Ultimately, Jesus is inviting us to 
come with him along the road that 
he himself has taken. He knows the 

nature of that road, that is why is 
alerting us not to minimize its 
demands. There is no turning back 
and we need to pray for the required 
courage and wisdom which far 
exceed our own human power. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You may make your offering or donation by scanning this  

QR Code with your mobile phone 
Thank you and God bless! 

 
Thank you and God bless! 

 
 
 

 
 

Fr Thaddeus 
 

Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1417 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £91 
     

Thank you for your generosity!  

REGISTRATION	FOR	FIRST	HOLY	
COMMUNION	

Registration is now open for those to prepare for 
First Holy Communion from October. If you 

have children for first holy communion, please 
do register them ahead of September. Children 

must be 7yrs old by 31st August. The registration 
form is on our website 

www.carmelitechurch.org/activities/catechism-
classes or simply email and request a form. 

To follow the 
Mass Readings 
on your phone, 
please scan the 

QR Code: 
 

  

CARDINAL VAUGHAN SCHOOL – YEAR 7 OPEN EVENINGS 
Our Year 7 open evenings will be held on Thursday 11 September 2025 and Wednesday 17 September 2025 when 
the Headmaster will address parents and pupils at 4.30pm and again at 6.00pm.  Following each speech, parents will be 
taken on a tour of the school.  We therefore recommend you arrive in good time for either 4.30pm or 6.00pm. 
  

The online application form link for Year 7 is available on the school website www.cvms.co.uk/admissions 

 

REGISTRATION FOR CONFIRMATION 
 

Registration is now open for those to prepare for the 
Sacrament of Confirmation from October. If you have 
children for Confirmation, please do register them by 
completing the appropriate form. Children must be 

13yrs old by 31st August. The registration form is on 
our website 

www.carmelitechurch.org/activities/catechism-classes 
or simply email and request a form. 

 

RCIA – EXPLORING OUR CATHOLIC FAITH 
The	Rite	of	Christian	Initiation	for	Adults	(RCIA)	is	the	process	by	which	adults	are	received	into	the	Catholic	

Church	community.	The	RCIA	prepares	adults	for	the	sacraments	of	Baptism,	Confirmation	and	Eucharist,	usually	
celebrated	at	the	Easter	Vigil.	If	you	are	an	adult	seeking	full	communion	with	the	Church	do	come	along	and	

register	for	this	year’s	programme	on	Thursday	8th	October	at	7.30pm.	
	

If	you	are	already	Catholic	but	needing	Confirmed	or	simply	interested	in	exploring	your	faith	whilst	
accompanying	others	discerning	their	communion	with	the	Church	then	this	is	an	invitation	to	you	too	to	come	

along	on	Thursday	8th	October	at	7.30pm.	
 


