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On Evangelii Gaudium Sunday the 
bishops of England and Wales ask 
parishes to pray for the work of 
evangelisation across our countries 
and to look for ways in which we 
can all do our part in sharing the 
beauty and joy of knowing Jesus 
Christ. This is very much our 
mission. 

Reflecting the importance of 
sharing the good news is an 
essential part of our mission at 
home, and next year this annual 
Sunday will return to its former title 
of Home Mission Sunday. The joy 
of the gospel is where we should 
feel ‘at home’ but also challenges us 
to be missionary disciples in 
sharing the good news of Jesus 
Christ. 

I believe 

This year, the Church has been 
celebrating a significant 

anniversary. It is 1,700 years since 
the Council of Nicaea. This great 
gathering of Bishops from around 
the Church began the work to 
formulate the creed we proclaim 
Sunday by Sunday. It is the content 
of this creed that is our mission, so 
that we may know and love God in 
this life, in order to be happy with 
him forever in the next. 

The creed begins with a profound 
proclamation, “I believe.” 

In his book, Priests for the Third 
Millennium Cardinal Dolan tells the 
story of an American Bishop who 
faced a difficult problem with a 
college in his diocese where the 
staff and students were deeply 
divided. The Bishop tried bringing 
a sense of calm to the situation and 
everyone complained. Eventually 
former students started picketing 
outside the college. They had signs 
saying some pretty awful things 
about the Bishop. So, he went to the 

college to confront them. Of course, 
it was a nightmare. The poor Bishop 
was surrounded by angry comments 
and snarling faces. He was 
questioned by journalists about 
what he was going to do, what was 
his reason for being there, why did 
he bother etc. Confronted by so 
much anger and frustration, the 
Bishop simply replied, “I believe in 
God” and continued with the Creed, 
the same creed we say every 
Sunday, which began to be 
formulated at the Council of Nicaea 
1,700 years ago. 

In the face of a world of anger, 
apathy, doubt, turmoil, the Bishop 
did the one thing he could and 
proclaimed, “I believe.” They are 
the first words of the creed, but they 
sum up the heart of being part of the 
Church, because when we say, “I 
believe”, we also say “I belong.” 

In what can sometimes be the chaos 
and messiness of our own lives, the 
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answer God invariably gives us is to 
join with the whole family of God 
and say, “I believe.” 

At the heart of it all, the Christian 
must be a believer, to be able to say, 
“I believe,” someone who 
converses with God. If this is not 
the case, then all our activities are 
futile. The most important thing we 
can do for ourselves and for each 
other is, first of all, to be a believer. 
Through this we let God come into 
the world. And if God is not at 
work, our work will never be 
enough; when people sense that 

someone is there who believes, who 
lives with God and from God, hope 
becomes a reality in their lives. 

Through the faith of the Christian, 
doors open up all around for people: 
it is really possible to believe, even 
today. All human believing is a 
believing-with, and for this reason 
the one who believes before us is so 
important. Where were we inspired 
to believe? Who handed on to us the 
gift of the faith? This year, we 
celebrate the faith and belief of the 
Bishops at Nicaea. They handed on 
to us a way in which we can 

proclaim the truth of who God is 
and who we are as the people of 
God. 

As the gospel of St John reminds us, 
“Jesus answered them, “This is the 
work of God, that you believe in 
him whom he has sent.” (John 
6.29). To do the work of God is to 
believe. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You may make your offering or donation by scanning this  

QR Code with your mobile phone 
Thank you and God bless! 

 
Thank you and God bless! 

 
 
 

 
 

Fr Thaddeus 
 

Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1207 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £88 
     

Thank you for your generosity!  

REGISTRATION	FOR	FIRST	HOLY	
COMMUNION	

Registration is now open for those to prepare for 
First Holy Communion from October. If you 

have children for first holy communion, please 
do register them ahead of September. Children 

must be 7yrs old by 31st August. The registration 
form is on our website 

www.carmelitechurch.org/activities/catechism-
classes or simply email and request a form. 

To follow the 
Mass Readings 
on your phone, 
please scan the 

QR Code: 
 

  

2ND COLLECTION TODAY – FOR THE DIRECTORATE OF HOME MISSIONS 
 

If you can, please be generous in supporting the work of the Mission team. We know there are many demands on 
your time and on your purse, but we remain truly grateful to you for any support you can give. 

The greatest support remains your prayers and your own dedication to sharing the good news of salvation in Jesus 
Christ. 

 

REGISTRATION FOR CONFIRMATION 
 

Registration is now open for those to prepare for the 
Sacrament of Confirmation from October. If you have 
children for Confirmation, please do register them by 
completing the appropriate form. Children must be 

13yrs old by 31st August. The registration form is on 
our website 

www.carmelitechurch.org/activities/catechism-classes 
or simply email and request a form. 

 
RCIA – EXPLORING OUR CATHOLIC FAITH 

The	Rite	of	Christian	Initiation	for	Adults	(RCIA)	is	the	process	by	which	adults	are	received	into	the	Catholic	
Church	community.	The	RCIA	prepares	adults	for	the	sacraments	of	Baptism,	Confirmation	and	Eucharist,	usually	
celebrated	at	the	Easter	Vigil.	If	you	are	an	adult	seeking	full	communion	with	the	Church	do	come	along	and	

register	for	this	year’s	programme	on	Thursday	8th	October	at	7.30pm.	
	

If	you	are	already	Catholic	but	needing	Confirmed	or	simply	interested	in	exploring	your	faith	whilst	
accompanying	others	discerning	their	communion	with	the	Church	then	this	is	an	invitation	to	you	too	to	come	

along	on	Thursday	9th	October	at	7.30pm.	
 


