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Last Friday we celebrated the 
Solemnity of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary into heaven. 
What this really means is the taking 
up of our Blessed Mother body and 
soul into heaven. As we all 
celebrate the resurrection and 
ascension of our Lord, this gift to 
Mary should not a surprise us – that 
she should share the unity of body 
and soul with her divine Son after 
her earthly life. The Apostolic 
Constitution of Pope Pius XII on 
the Assumption quotes one ancient 
writer who states: ‘Being the most 
glorious mother of Christ the 
Saviour, our God, who bestows life 
and immortality, she is restored to 
life by him, and in her body shares 
for evermore bodily incorruptibility 
with him who raised her form the 
grave and assumed her to himself in 
a manner known only to himself.’ 
 
For those who might ask, is the 
Blessed Mary’s Assumption in the 

Bible? The same Apostolic 
Constitution says that everything 
said about the Assumption of Mary 
by the Church Fathers are 
conclusions derived from the Bible, 
which has given us the picture of 
our Lord’s Mother as inseparably 
attached to her divine Son, and 
constantly sharing his lot. Mary’s 
Assumption is in keeping with the 
many other gifts which God has 
bestowed upon her as the Mother of 
God. It is these gifts that Mary 
herself sings in her song of joy. 
 
Today we rejoice with our Mother 
Mary. And, in rejoicing at this 
generosity of God to her, we 
anticipate the joy of our own 
moment when, through God’s 
generosity, our souls will be 
reunited with our heavenly bodies. 
This joy and hope is what Mary 
celebrated in her song of praise to 
God, and with her we sing that song 
today. ‘My soul proclaims the 

greatness of God.’ This song of 
Mary not only expresses her joy but 
also the joy of God and our own joy. 
 
Mary’s joy proceeds from her trust 
in the generosity of God. Notice 
that it is her trust, her ability to spot 
the greatness of God, that caused 
this joy to well up in her heart. The 
context of Mary’s song, as the 
gospel narrates, is her visitation to 
Elizabeth whom she was told had 
conceived a child after over 60 
years of barrenness. Like Mary, 
Elizabeth is also a woman of acute 
attentiveness to the generosity of 
God. As soon as she saw Mary 
arrive at her place, she recognized 
her as the ‘mother of my Lord.’ She 
was the first person to recognize 
Mary as such. What followed was 
the sharing of joy between these 
two women leading to Mary’s song 
of joy. 
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If we look a little closer at Mary’s 
song we can begin to appreciate her 
joy at the generosity of God. The 
song has a litany of reversals: the 
lowly handmaid is exalted for all 
generations; the powerful are pulled 
down from their thrones while the 
lowly are exalted; the hungry are 
filled while the rich are sent away 
empty, etc. Ultimately, God is one 
who comes to the aid of his servant 
Israel in fulfilment of his promise. 
 
In Mary’s song, we also find 
expressed the joy of God. God’s 
own joy (his greatness) lies in his 
generosity which ensures that those 
who trust and hope in him are 
blessed and exalted. His mercy 
visits those who wait for him and he 
fulfils the promise he makes to 
them. In other words, God in his 
greatness never fails us. But it 

requires the sort of heart and eyes of 
Mary and Elizabeth to hope and 
wait for God’s fulfilment of his 
promise and to spot it when it 
arrives. Mary sings of our God, the 
faithful one. 
 
Then she also expresses our own 
joy which lies in our hope of 
unification with God at the end of 
our life on earth. Mary’s 
assumption into heaven is God’s 
assurance to us of our own destiny. 
Even while in this world, God 
prepares us for that union by 
providing what we need for our 
earthly journey. Pope Francis writes 
that ‘On the cross, Christ led us to 
Mary, and He brought us to her 
because he did not want us to 
journey without a mother’ 
(Evangelii Gaudium). As for 
Mary’s role as our Mother, Pope 

Francis, reflecting on the wedding 
feast at Cana, also writes, ‘She is 
the friend who is ever concerned 
that wine not be lacking in our lives. 
She is the woman whose heart was 
pierced by a sword and who 
understands all our pain. As mother 
of all, she is a sign of hope for 
peoples suffering the birth pangs of 
justice. She is the missionary who 
draws near to us and accompanies 
us through life, opening our hearts 
to faith by her maternal love. As a 
true mother, she walks at our side, 
she shares our struggles and she 
constantly surrounds us with God’s 
love’ (Evangelii Gaudium). 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
You may make your offering or donation by scanning this  

QR Code with your mobile phone 
Thank you and God bless! 

 
Thank you and God bless! 

 
 
 

 
 

Fr Thaddeus 
 

Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1167 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £113 
     

Thank you for your generosity!  

REGISTRATION	FOR	FIRST	HOLY	
COMMUNION	

Registration is now open for those to prepare for 
First Holy Communion from October. If you 

have children for first holy communion, please 
do register them ahead of September. Children 

must be 7yrs old by 31st August. The registration 
form is on our website 

www.carmelitechurch.org/activities/catechism-
classes or simply email and request a form. 

To follow the 
Mass Readings 
on your phone, 
please scan the 

QR Code: 
 

  

EMPLOYMENT OPPOFRTUNITY AT SPUC 
Join the Pro-Life Mission – SPUC Education Officer (England) 

SPUC is hiring a full-time Education Officer, based in London with travel across England. Help bring the 
pro-life message to schools and communities through engaging talks and outreach. A passion for life and 

youth engagement essential. 
To apply or find out more, visit spuc.org.uk/joinourteam 

 
 

 

REGISTRATION FOR CONFIRMATION 
 

Registration is now open for those to prepare for the 
Sacrament of Confirmation from October. If you have 
children for Confirmation, please do register them by 
completing the appropriate form. Children must be 

13yrs old by 31st August. The registration form is on 
our website 

www.carmelitechurch.org/activities/catechism-classes 
or simply email and request a form. 

 


