
 

 
 
 
PARISH OF OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL & ST SIMON STOCK, CARMELITE CHURCH  

41 KENSINGTON CHURCH ST., LONDON W8 4BB 
Web: www.carmelitechurch.org  Email: enquiries@carmelitechurch.org 

Tel. 0207 937 9866   Mobile: 0770 8203 595  
@Carmelitechurchkensington on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram 

Mass Times: Sun: Sat Vigil 6.00 p.m., Sun. 8.30 a.m., 10.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m. 
Weekdays (including Bank Holidays): 8.00 a.m., 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m. 

Livestream: www.carmelitechurch.org & YouTube: “Kensington Carmelite Church” 
Confessions: Sat: 11.30 a.m. – 12.15 p.m. & 5.00 - 5.50 p.m. Weekdays: 5.40 p.m. - 6.00 p.m. 

Priests in the Parish: Fr Thaddeus Ekuma ocd, Fr Matt Blake ocd,  
Fr Tijo Xavier ocd, Fr Theophilus Nyamali, ocd 

Safeguarding Reps: Franca Bren 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
The readings today use 
darkness as a symbol of the 
darkness of sin, a void in which 
God has been taken out of 
someone’s life, even for a time. 
In the First Reading, Samuel 
realizes that God sees more 
than us. We merely look for the 
externals, we see the 
appearance of a person. But 
God sees the truth of us all, the 
real person within. 
 
St Paul tells the Ephesians 
about the change that comes to 
a person’s life once the person 
meets Christ, who is Light. The 
person is blind no more, 
knowing the Way to travel 
through life. Paul equates life 
with light. Truth lives in the 
light, and the darkness is 

exposed. In darkness is evil, 
hiding its shameful existence. 
 
The Gospel story of the cure of 
the blind man is a symbol of 
this. The light comes into his 
life physically and spiritually. 
We see a growth in faith of the 
man, and an increase in the 
stubbornness of the Pharisees. 
When the man is first asked by 
the Pharisees who gave him his 
sight, he replies “I do not 
know.” This develops quickly 
into “He is a prophet,” and 
then, “Lord, I believe.” Not 
only has he been cured from his 
physical blindness, but 
spiritually he is also cured. 
 
Meanwhile, the Pharisees are 
locked in their life of rigidity. 
The say, “This man cannot be 

from God; he does not keep the 
Sabbath.” Their certainty 
grows into “We know that this 
man is a sinner,” before asking 
Jesus the question which they 
think is unanswerable. “We are 
not blind, surely?” How could 
they be mistaken? How could 
they get it wrong? Just as the 
faith of the man grew through 
meeting Jesus, so the Pharisees 
grew more entrenched in their 
opposition to Jesus. 
 
The call of Jesus is a challenge 
to all. The Pharisees could not 
accept a challenge to their 
beliefs. They were unable to 
think, and could only stay 
locked in their “faith-warp.” 
Not to accept Christ is to 
choose to remain the darkness. 
In their case it was a darkness 
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of unthinking blindness. The 
idea of Christ being the “light” 
for the blind really means 
“enlightenment,” being set free 
from the blindness of the 
World. 
 
The Gospel story is therefore 
about spiritual growth. The 
cure of the man was his 
increased awareness of Jesus. 
Those stuck in their rut of 
“rules” could not grow. They 

stayed in the dark, with the 
burden blindness. For them, 
their spiritual blindness was a 
prison. The man was free from 
all that yoke, and now could 
begin to live. 
 
What about us? Are we 
meeting the challenge of 
Christ? Are we trying to break 
free from any darkness that 
sometimes envelops us? Christ 
came to challenge us in our 

faith. A comfortable, blind rut 
is more of a handicap to us than 
any physical disability could 
ever be. A real, living faith is 
active, open, and challenging. 
It means looking inside 
ourselves and others. Then we 
will never be stuck in any rut, 
prison, or darkness. Christ will 
be our companion on His Way. 
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HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 2023 

PALM SUNDAY 02 April 2023 

Masses:        6.00pm (Sat. Vigil), 8.30am, 10.00am, 12.15pm & 6.00pm 
(Palm branches will be distributed at the entrance to the church) 
 

HOLY WEEK CONFESSIONS 
Mon 3rd 11.00am—12.00pm, 5.00pm—6.00pm 
Tue 4th 11.00am—12.00pm, 5.00pm—6.00pm 
Wed 5th 11.00am—12.00pm, 5.00pm—6.00pm   

HOLY THURSDAY 06 April 2023 
9.30am  Office of Readings and Morning Prayer  
10.00am Holy Thursday Reflection by Fr Matt Blake (Livestream on website and Youtube) 
6.00pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
Note: There is only one Mass this day. Holy Thursday adoration will take place after the Mass 
 
GOOD FRIDAY 07 April 2023 
9.30am  Office of Readings & Morning Prayer 
10.00am Good Friday Reflection by Fr Matt Blake (Livestream on website and Youtube) 
3.00pm Celebration of the Passion of the Lord 
7.00pm Stations of the Cross 
 
HOLY SATURDAY 08 April 2023 
9.30am  Office of Readings & Morning Prayer  
10.00am Holy Saturday Reflection by Fr Matt Blake (Livestream on website and Youtube) 
9.00pm Easter Vigil Mass 

EASTER SUNDAY 09 APRIL 2023 

Masses:           8.30am, 10.00am, 12.15pm & 6.00pm 

Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1585 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £108 
     

Thank you for your generosity   Fr. Thaddeus OCD 



 
 

 
 
Entrance Hymn 
Fill Your Hearts with Joy and 
Gladness 
 
Fill your hearts with joy and 
gladness, 
sing and praise your God and mine! 
Great the Lord in love and wisdom, 
might and majesty divine! 
He who framed the starry heavens 
knows and names them as they 
shine! 
Fill your hearts with joy and 
gladness, 
sing and praise your God and mine! 
 
Praise the Lord, his people, praise 
him! 
Wounded souls his comfort know; 
those who fear him find his 
mercies, 
peace for pain and joy for woe; 
humble hearts are high exalted, 
human pride and power laid low. 
Praise the Lord, his people, praise 
him! 
Wounded souls his comfort know; 
 
Praise the Lord for times and 
seasons, 
cloud and sunshine, wind and rain; 
spring to melt the snows of winter 
till the waters flow again; 
grass upon the mountain pastures, 
golden valleys thick with grain. 
Praise the Lord for times and 
seasons, 
cloud and sunshine, wind and rain; 
 
Fill your hearts with joy and 
gladness, 
peace and plenty crown your days; 
love his laws, declare his 
judgments, 
walk in all his words and ways; 
he the Lord and we his children: 
praise the Lord, all people, praise! 
Fill your hearts with joy and 
gladness, 
peace and plenty crown your days; 
 
 
 
 

Offertory Hymn 
Take Our Bread 
 
Take our bread, we ask you, 
Take our hearts, we love you, 
Take our lives, oh Father, 
We are yours, we are yours. 
 
Yours as we stand at the table you 
set, 
Yours as we eat the bread our 
hearts can't forget. 
We are the signs of your life with 
us yet; 
We are yours, we are yours. 
 
Take our bread, we ask you, 
Take our hearts, we love you, 
Take our lives, oh Father, 
We are yours, we are yours. 
 
Your holy people stand washed in 
your blood, 
Spirit-filled, yet hungry, we await 
your food. 
We are poor, but we brought 
ourselves the best we could. 
We are yours, we are yours. 
 
Take our bread, we ask you, 
Take our hearts, we love you, 
Take our lives, oh Father, 
We are yours, we are yours. 
 
Communion Hymn 
The Lord’s my Shepherd 
 
The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not 
want; 
He makes me down to lie 
In pastures green; He leadeth me 
The quiet waters by. 
 
My soul He doth restore again, 
And me to walk doth make 
Within the paths of righteousness, 
E’en for His own name’s sake. 
 
Yea, though I walk in death’s dark 
vale, 
Yet will I fear no ill; 
For Thou art with me, and Thy rod 
And staff me comfort still. 
 

My table Thou hast furnished 
In presence of my foes; 
My head Thou dost with oil anoint, 
And my cup overflows. 
 
Goodness and mercy all my life 
Shall surely follow me, 
And in God’s house forevermore 
My dwelling-place shall be. 
 
Recessional Hymn 
When Creation was begun 
 
When creation was begun,  
God had chosen you to be  
Mother of his blessed Son,  
Holy Mary full of grace. 
 
Refrain:  Ave, Ave, Ave Maria. 
 
When creation was restored,  
You were there beside the Lord  
Whom you cherished and adored,  
Holy Mary, full of grace 
 
All of us are children too,  
Often doubtful what to do,  
Needing to confide in you,  
Holy Mary, full of grace 
 
You are with us day by day  
In our joys and our dismay:  
Make us joyful as we say  
‘Holy Mary, full of grace’. 
 
Lead us to your child above 
He will teach us how to love 
How to pity and forgive 
Holy Mary full of grace. 
 
Praise the Father and the Son 
And the Spirit three-in-one 
As it was when time began 
Now and evermore. 
 

HYMNS FOR 6.00PM SATURDAY VIGIL MASS 
Please Sing along! 

 


