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5th Sunday of the Year  – 5th February 2023 
 

Knowledge about Jesus Christ 
 

For six consecutive Sundays our Second Reading is from the First Letter of St. Paul to the 
Corinthians [today is the fourth]. Paul arrived in the Greek city of Corinth in about 50/51 AD and 
stayed there a year and a half. Corinth was a wealthy port city, a centre of trade and had a 
population made up principally of Greeks, Romans and Jews but with people from many other 
countries also. The Corinthians were noted for making money and enjoying life. At first sight it 
would not seem the most favourable of places to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ, but Paul will 
have a very successful ministry there and it will become one of the most important centres of early 
Christianity. 
 
The letter we are reading was written by Paul a few years later for a variety of reasons: he has 
received reports of divisions in the Corinthian Church, the leaders of the Church have written to 
Paul asking him some specific questions and Paul’s concern that these new Christians grow in 
their Christian faith. In today’s extract Paul is reminding these Christians of the message he 
preached to them when he was with them, and his manner of preaching. It is an important insight 
for us into how the Christian message was first proclaimed – we are less that twenty years after 
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and before any of the Gospels are written. Let’s pick a 
few key points: 
 
“What God had guaranteed” – the Church in Corinth was mainly made up of Gentiles but with a 
significant Jewish minority. God is fulfilling all the promises of the scriptures in Jesus Christ. 
Jesus is both the fulfilment of the Jewish scriptures and the answer to all the searching and longing 
of humanity. God’s promises are to all people and fulfilled in Jesus Christ. 
 
“The Crucified Christ” – this is the heart of Paul’s message. A little earlier in the letter he has told 
them: “we are preaching a crucified Christ; to the Jews an obstacle that they cannot get over, to 
the pagans madness, but to those who have been called, whether they are Jews or Greeks, a Christ 
who is the power and wisdom of God” [1Cor 1:24]. God’s wisdom is a total contrast to human 
wisdom. Those who have God’s wisdom see everything differently and it is only through God’s 
wisdom that one can accept and live the Christian message. 
 
“None of the arguments that come from philosophy” – Paul came to Corinth from Athens, the 
home of Greek philosophy. Paul presents himself as a complete contrast to the teachers of Greek 
philosophy who made their living from the power of their eloquence and argument. He instead 
came in “fear and trembling”. It is not because of Paul or his many gifts, that the people of Corinth 
became Christian, it is because of Jesus Christ working through a weak and humble Paul. 



“The power of the Spirit” – this is what Paul, and his message, depends upon. People do not 
become Christian because of the power or strength of the preacher’s argument but by the power 
of the Spirit working in the listener. The strong and deep faith of these Christians of Corinth is a 
“demonstration of the power of the Spirit” and Paul is confident that that same Spirit is still 
working in them and will lead them through their present difficulties. In other words, it is not the 
answers Paul will give in this letter that will help the Corinthian Christians through their 
difficulties but the Spirit working through Paul, his letter, and especially through the Christians of 
Corinth themselves and their leaders. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICES 

 
This Weekend is Racial Justice Sunday 
The theme chosen for 2023 is “All are included in the mission of Christ and His Church. Let us 
walk together, pray together and work together.” 
Prayer for Racial Justice 
God of our past, present and future; You created each one of us in your image and likeness 
Help us to recognise you in each person as we pray for an end to suffering caused by racism. 
Lead us this day to walk with one another, pray with one another, and work together so that 
we will create a future based on justice and healing, and fulfil the hope you have for all 
peoples. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Saturday February 11th: Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes – World Day of prayer for the Sick 
12.15 Mass on February 11th will be a healing mass, with prayers for the sick and the possibility 
of receiving the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick. 

Priestly Ordination of Br Bartholomew Senewo, OCD – 19th February 2023 
We are happy to announce that Br Bartholomew of our Oxford Priory will be ordained here in 
our church by Bishop David Oakley of Northampton Diocese on 19th February 2023 at 3.00pm. 
We invite you all to come and join us to celebrate this happy occasion. 
 
Lenten Retreat – Journeying Together through Lent and Easter 
Our Lenten Retreat this year is titled “Lent: A Time of Grace and Prayer.” The speakers will 
invite us to reflect on Lent as a time of grace-filled encounter with God. Dates: Thursdays of 
Lent (Feb 23rd, March 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, & 30th) Time: 7.00 – 7.45pm with Refreshments and 
30mins discussion after the talk. Please find details on the notice boards and leaflets at the back 
of the church. 
 
World Youth Day Lisbon 2023 
Are you a young person trying to discern what God is calling you to do? Do you want to meet 
other Catholic young adults from across the globe? Come with the UK Carmelite friars as we 
travel from Avila to Fatima to Lisbon. We journey from 24th July to 6th August 2023. See the 
poster on the Notice Boards for more information. 
 
Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1527 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £33 
     
     

Thank you for your generosity    
 

Fr. Matt Blake, OCD 


