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6th Sunday of the Year  – 12th February 2023 
 

Those who have Reached Maturity 
 

St. Paul in our Second Reading today is speaking of those who have reached the fullness of 
spiritual maturity – which is the fullness of maturity a human being can reach in this life. Paul 
came to know this new level of maturity only when he knew Jesus Christ. Paul wants all Christian 
converts to know the fullness of Jesus Christ, then they will know the fullness of what it means to 
be a human being, made in the image and likeness of God. 
 
Paul uses a text from the Prophet Isaiah [Isaiah 64:4] to express what this new knowledge or 
wisdom is: “The things that no eye has seen and no ear has heard, things beyond the mind of man, 
all that God has prepared for those who love him”. Faith in Jesus Christ enables the human person 
to “know” realities that cannot be seen, heard, or understood in a human or earthly way. Faith in 
Jesus Christ inspires a person to a level of love, sacrifice, self-giving and freedom that is beyond 
rational understanding. Disciples of Jesus will take decisions that are incomprehensible and 
sometimes deeply challenging to other people. Mature Christians will live by a “wisdom” this 
world has no access to. To follow Jesus Christ is to set out on a journey that has no limits or 
boundaries. 
 
Where do we start? Both St. Teresa and St. John of the Cross make it very clear: “Fix one’s eyes 
on Jesus Christ” – this is the starting point. St. John of the Cross writes: “Fasten your eyes on Him 
{Jesus} alone because in Him I {God} have spoken and revealed all and in Him you will discover 
even more than you ask for or desire ….. fix your eyes on Him and you will discern hidden in Him 
the most secret mysteries, and wisdom, and wonders of God”. Jesus is the most mature human 
being that ever lived on this planet and the most mature human life we can live is a life that 
resembles his. 
 
Why do we find the road so difficult? It is interesting that of the six times that St. John of the Cross 
quotes the above passage from Isaiah, five are in the difficult and dark stages of the spiritual 
journey. We need encouragement and that is the purpose of Isaiah’s statement, and it is the reason 
Paul quotes it. We become discouraged when we look at what we “see”, “hear” and “know” either 
within ourselves or in the world around us. When we focus on Jesus Christ and put our faith in 
God then we discover strength and light we never knew we had, that is not from us. A strength 
and a light that comes even when we feel very weak and are in darkness. We long for the security 
of the familiar and the assurance that we are “getting it right” but faith in God takes us beyond all 
our securities and certainties. To make this journey we must learn to depend totally on God; for 
this Jesus is our teacher. 



Where does it take us to? Nowhere less than God Himself. The human heart cannot be satisfied 
with something or someone that is less than God. Let us listen to St. Paul again: “These are the 
things that God has revealed to us through the Spirit, for the Spirit reaches the depths of 
everything, even the depths of God”. The Holy Spirit working in us and with us enables us to reach 
the “very depths of God”. That is St. Paul’s desire for all his Christians and for us also: that we 
will not stop along the way but that we will reach all that “God has prepared for those who love 
Him”. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 

NOTICES 
 

Priestly Ordination of Br Bartholomew Senewo, OCD – 19th February 2023 
We are happy to announce that Br Bartholomew of our Oxford Priory will be ordained here in 
our church by Bishop David Oakley of Northampton Diocese on 19th February 2023 at 3.00pm. 
We invite you all to come and join us to celebrate this happy occasion. 
 
Lenten Retreat – Journeying Together through Lent and Easter 
Our Lenten Retreat this year is titled “Lent: A Time of Grace and Prayer.” The speakers will 
invite us to reflect on Lent as a time of grace-filled encounter with God. Dates: Thursdays of 
Lent (Feb 23rd, March 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, & 30th) Time: 7.00 – 7.45pm with Refreshments and 
30mins discussion after the talk. Please find details on the notice boards and leaflets at the back 
of the church. 
 
World Youth Day Lisbon 2023 
Are you a young person trying to discern what God is calling you to do? Do you want to meet 
other Catholic young adults from across the globe? Come with the UK Carmelite friars as we 
travel from Avila to Fatima to Lisbon. We journey from 24th July to 6th August 2023. See the 
poster on the Notice Boards for more information. 
 
Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1573 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £73 
     
     

Thank you for your generosity    
 

Fr. Matt Blake, OCD 


