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3rd Sunday of the Year  – 22nd January 2023 
 

Feast of Sancto Nino 
 

This Sunday afternoon we have a very special celebration of the Feast of Sancto Nino. This is a 
Filipino celebration but also a very Carmelite celebration. Making statues of the Infant Jesus 
became popular in the Middle Ages particularly in Spain and Portugal. Missionaries from these 
countries took the devotion all over the world, and that is how the devotion reached and became 
so popular in the Philippines. 
 
The origin of the devotion in the Carmelite Order is unknown but it was clearly well established 
when Teresa of Avila entered the Carmelite Order in 1535. The first certain historic record we 
have is from 1556 when a Spanish Princess, Maria Maximiliana Manriquez de Lara y Mendoza, 
took a statue of the Infant Jesus with her to Bohemia when she went there to marry a Czech 
nobleman, Vratislav of Pernstyn. This statue will become world famous as “The Infant of 
Prague”. There is a legend that she was given the statue by Teresa of Avila – this is possible but 
unlikely. What we do know for certain is how important this devotion was to Teresa. If you visit 
any of Teresa’s convents today, you will see a statue or statues going back to Teresa’s time. It is 
also said that she took an image of the child Jesus around with her when making her foundations. 
In 1628 Princess Polyxena gave the statue to the Carmelite Friars at the Church of Our Lady of 
Victories, Prague. They were going through a time of economic hardship and the Princess is 
reported to have said to them: “Venerable Fathers, I bring you my dearest possession. Honour this 
Image and you shall never be poor”. 
 
In 1631 Sweden invaded Bohemia and the city of Prague was plundered. The statue was thrown 
out on a rubbish pile. In 1637 it was found [without hands] by Fr. Cyrllus and returned to the 
Church. He heard these words: “Have pity on me, and I will have pity on you. Give me my hands, 
and I will give you peace. The more you honour me, the more I will bless you”.  
 
The statue has remained in Prague ever since and devotion has spread all over the world. An 
important part of the devotion is dressing the statue, the statue is dressed in a great variety of 
vestments which have been donated by various people down through the centuries.  
 
During the Nazi occupation and during Communist times the Carmelite Order lost the property 
and had to leave Prague but devotion continued and even some pilgrims continued to come. The 
Carmelites returned to Prague in 1993 and the monastery and Church have been restored. In 2009 
Pope Benedict XVI visited and crowned the statue. During his visit he prayed this prayer: 
“O my Lord Jesus, we gaze on You as a child and believe that You are the Son of God, who became 
Man through the working of the Holy Spirit in the womb of the Virgin Mary. Just as in Bethlehem, 



we too, adore You, with Mary, Joseph, the Angels, and the shepherds, and acknowledge You as 
our Saviour. 
You became poor to enrich us with Your poverty. Grant that we may never forget the poor and all 
those who suffer. Protect our families, bless all the children of the world and grant that the love 
You have brought us may always reign amongst us and lead us to a happier life. 
Grant, O Jesus, that all may recognise the truth of Your birth, so that all may know that You have 
come to bring to the whole human family light, joy and peace. You are God, who live and reign 
with God the Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen.” 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICES 

 
Confirmation Classes began on January 15 but still accepting registrations 
Our Confirmation classes started on the 15th of January but it is still open to apply to join. 
Classes hold from 4.30 to 5.30pm every Sunday. Children between the age of 13 to 17 are 
eligible to apply. Paper application forms are available at the back of the church. You may also 
complete the form on our website https://carmelitechurch.org/activities/catechism-classes/ 
 
Talk on St Titus Brandsma Wednesday 1st February 2023, 7pm 
Amanda C Dickie, freelance journalist and lay Carmelite will give a talk entitled: St Titus Brandsma – 
Prophetic Beacon of Light for the World Today. Amanda was present at the canonisation of this Dutch 
Carmelite last year in Rome. She will highlight his exceptional life and writings as a Carmelite Mystic, 
Journalist, Pioneer Ecumenist and Martyr of Dachau. This talk will take place in Westminster Cathedral 
Hall on Wednesday 1st February 2023 at 7pm.with tickets priced at £10. You can purchase a ticket in 
advance or on the door. 
 
This talk is organised by The Society of Friends of Westminster Cathedral who are a fundraising charity 
based at the Cathedral Clergy House, running a variety of fundraising campaigns and events in aid of the 
continued maintenance and beautification of the Cathedral. It is through ticket sales for events like these 
that the Friends are able to support the Mother Church of our faith in England and Wales. Please do lend 
them your support by attending the talk. 
 
Feast of Blessed Marie Eugene OCD, Saturday February 4th 
You are invited to the events marking the Feast of Blessed Marie Eugene, OCD on Saturday, 4th 
February. The programme is as follows: 
12.15 Special Mass of Blessed Marie Eugene 
1.00 – 2.00 Lunch break 
2.00 – 4.00 Talk by Fr. Matt Blake OCD followed by Silent Prayer 
 
Vespers for Pope Emeritus Benedict RIP 
This will be held in Westminster Cathedral on Tuesday January 24th at 5.00pm. All are welcome 
 
World Youth Day Lisbon 2023 
Are you a young person trying to discern what God is calling you to do? Do you want to meet 
other Catholic young adults from across the globe? Come with the UK Carmelite friars as we 
travel from Avila to Fatima to Lisbon. We journey from 24th July to 6th August 2023. See the 
poster on the Notice Boards for more information. 
 
Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1515 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £211 
     

Thank you for your generosity    
 

Fr. Matt Blake, OCD 


