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Second Sunday of Advent – 4th December 2022 
 

Have We Yet Started? 
We have now completed the first week in this season of Advent. We now have two of our Advent 
candles lit indicating our progress – we have moved into the second week. A quarter of the season 
for this year has now passed. Perhaps at this juncture, as we launch into the second week and as 
we light our second candle, we might ask ourselves how our first candle burned. What have we 
done with Advent so far? What have we done in response to that call in the first week:  

“Come let us go up to the mountain of the Lord 
to the Temple of the God of Jacob 
that he may teach us his ways 
so that we may walk in his paths…”? 

 Have we done anything to bring ourselves closer to Jesus than we were one week ago? Anything 
at all? Or has the week just passed normally? Have we, in fact, wasted this first week completely? 
Symbolically, you’ll find that our first candle is still burning while we light the second one in 
addition. Can we keep the first burning until we light the fifth one? 
 
If we are not at least thinking of questions like this during Advent, then our preparation is probably 
not going too well. And if we are still looking for a reason to start we may listen again to the vision 
of Isaiah for the ‘day of the Lord’ read out for us today. It begins with the qualities which the Ruler 
we await at Christmas will possesses. All of the qualities we know as the seven gifts of the Holy 
Spirit and more are found in full in Him. Seven is a biblical symbol for perfection or completeness. 
Hence He will be One before whom we can stand in complete confidence that his judgment and 
his work of salvation will be in accord with the divine order, and His aim is to restore us, and 
indeed all things, to that original intention of God at creation. The transformative effects of our 
Saviour’s charisma are seen throughout the Gospel: in the disciples abandoning everything they 
had, including their means of livelihood, to follow Him; in the trembling of evil spirits and 
sicknesses before him; in the forgiving power of his word and in the submission of the elements 
of nature to his power. Ultimately, our Saviour comes to restore the natural order, to bring back 
the peace of the Garden of Eden where the wolf lives with the lamb, calf and lion feed together, 
and the infant plays over the cobra’s hole. No more hostility or hurt for the world will be filled 
with the knowledge of the Lord. He comes to baptise with the Holy Spirt and fire. 
 
If this is the future we want for ourselves and for our children, what we are asked to do is to prepare 
a way for the coming of this Saviour. The word, as we heard in the Gospel is ‘Repentance,’ which 
refers to a change in attitude, behaviour or direction. When John the Baptist first called the people 
to repentance in the wilderness of Judea, he invited them to a change of behaviour. He enjoined 
them to adopt a way that would lead to the full revelation of God, just as Isaiah envisioned in his 



prophecy; that is, the restoration of the peaceful, natural order of Eden. It was a call to adopt the 
values of the Kingdom of God. 
 
John the Baptist’s style of life is described in some detail in the Gospel. And this is for a reason. 
You see, John chose to show what he was preaching by adopting the clothing of the great prophet, 
Elijah who was to return to announce the final coming of the Lord. And John chose to proclaim 
his message in the Jordan desert, along the trading route to the East to be seen and heard by 
merchants. By so doing, he signaled that the quest for wealth which at that time involved the use 
of slaves and the oppression of the poor was precisely was contrary to the values of the Kingdom 
of God.  
 
Like John the Baptist, we must also prepare a way for the Lord in the wilderness of our world. We 
must tell everyone of the vision of ‘the day of the Lord’ and that the time is near. There is, 
therefore, so much to do. We know how unaware people are of the true significance of Christmas. 
We are to proclaim the message by evaluating our own values and then be able to tell others of 
that hope which has inspired our life. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICES 

 
Advent Retreat – 7.00pm on 5th, 12th & 19th December 
Our Advent Retreat has started, and holds every Monday of Advent at 7.00pm in the Church hall. Those 
unable to join us physically may join the Zoom group. Please email  enquiries@carmelitechurch.org for a 
Zoom link. Talk recording will be streamed on Wednesdays at 7.30pm and will be available on Youtube. 

 
Mildred Piper RIP 
The funeral for Ms Mildred Piper is on 5th December at 1.30pm. Mildred was both a 
Catechist and a Lay Reader in our Church. Let us come together and bid her farewell. 
May her soul rest in peace. 
 

CHRISTMAS EVENTS – SAVE THE DATE 
Christmas Carols December 10 7.00pm (London Oratory School) 

December 17 6.45pm (Carmelite Choirs)  
December 24 11.15pm (Professional Choir)  

Christmas Party  December 18 7.00pm 
Confessions  December 24 11.30 - 12.15 & 5.00 - 6.00pm 
Christmas Mass Schedule Christmas Eve  6.00pm 

Christmas Vigil  12.00 midnight  (Professional Choir with carol  
       starting at 11.15pm) 

Christmas Day  8.30am, 10.00am, 12.15 & 6.00pm 
 
Preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation – Call for Registration 
Those who wish for their children to receive the sacrament of Confirmation next year may now register 
them for classes. The registration form is available at the back of the church and on our website 
https://carmelitechurch.org/activities/catechism-classes/ Classes are due to start in January. 
 
World Youth Day Lisbon 2023 
Are you a young person trying to discern what God is calling you to do? Do you want to meet other 
Catholic young adults from across the globe? Come with the UK Carmelite friars as we travel from Avila 
to Fatima to Lisbon. We journey from 24th July to 6th August 2023. See the poster on the Notice Boards 
for more information. 
 
Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1351 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £85 
     

Thank you for your generosity   Fr. Thaddeus, OCD 


