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Solemnity of Mary Mother of God – 1st January 2023 
 

Mary Mother of our New Beginning 
 
As we begin a new year, we celebrate the motherhood of Mary, who is not only the mother of our 
Saviour but also our mother. In the context of the new year, Mary is both the mother of salvation 
and the mother of our new beginning this year. This Sunday, the Octave of Christmas, concludes 
our Christmas celebration and plunges us into living the new life that our Saviour has given to us 
through his coming. 
 
We begin the New Year with a blessing. We hear in our first reading today God instructing Moses 
on how God’s children are to be blessed: May the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord let 
his face shine on you and be gracious to you. May the Lord uncover his face to you and bring you 
peace.” It is with a similar blessing that the Lord showered our Blessed Mother Mary, bestowing 
on her the blessing of Motherhood of God’s Son. The same blessing sustained her through the 
demands of motherhood and family life. God’s blessing being placed upon us does not mean that 
we will be shielded from the demands of daily living that will inevitably come; we will still be 
faced with the daily troubles of life. Rather, God’s blessing upon us means that in all our troubles 
and trials, God’s protection is upon us. 
 
Ultimately, our Christmas celebration highlights the truth that God’s blessing has been bestowed 
upon us through the birth of our Saviour whose presence with us guarantees our salvation. God’s 
blessing for us, therefore, is no longer a promise to come but a promise already fulfilled. As St 
Paul says, When the appointed time came, God sent his Son… to enable us to be adopted as sons 
and daughters. And the proof that we are children of God is that God has sent the Spirit of his Son 
into our hearts… This may sound all familiar, but it is the truth of who we are, and the blessing 
we carry into this new year. 
 
As already said, whatever trouble or trial may come our way does not in any way diminish or 
undermine the truth of who we are, and the blessings God has bestowed upon us through his Son. 
To understand this better, we need to listen once again and carefully to the story of Jesus’ birth. 
One biblical commentator brings out the point of that story, and this is what he says regarding the 
conditions of Jesus’ birth as given in St Luke’s Gospel: 
The cosy picture of the bright-eyed child in the clean wooden manger (with the ox and the ass 
peeping in from a respectful distance) is misleading. The picture is one of destitution. There was 
no room for the new-born in the normal living-quarters, and the worried mother had to lodge him 
in the only space available, a feeding-trough for cattle, perched on top of their fodder. That was 
where the ragged sheep-minders found him. They too were the poorest of the poor, no sheep of 
their own, just hired for the night. Perhaps they got a drink of goats’-milk or a crust of bread for 



their shivering pains. Matthew’s Gospel does at least have the baby worshipped by those rather 
splendid Wise Men from the East, with their noble and symbolic gifts. No gifts forthcoming from 
today’s rough crew. As we worry about our post-Christmas waistlines, and set out on our 
prosperous New Year, it makes us reflect on where true blessedness lies, and who are the chosen 
ones of the Lord. Surely God could have rustled up more suitable worshippers for his Incarnate 
Son than these scruffy down-and-outs? He did not. 
 
Yes, being born in a sheepfold and greeted by ragged sheep-minders does not in any way diminish 
the fact that Jesus, born in that state, is the Son of God. Rather, it makes those who believe in him 
realize where indeed God is likely to be found and where true blessedness lies. 
 
As we begin our journey in this new year with all the plans and hopes that we have, we trust 
ourselves entirely to our God who has chosen to come to us in order to make us his children. 
Believing that we are truly his children compels us to allow him take control of our affairs this 
year. We will do our best as his grace provides us, and we will allow him to take charge of the 
many situations and events which will be out of our control but are sure to come. If our journey is 
ultimately to God our Father, let us follow his Son who leads us on that journey back to him. Our 
Blessed Mother is always there to support us and to carry us as her children. Let us walk with her 
as we begin our journey into this new year. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICES 

 
Happy New Year to You  
The Carmelite Priory wishes to thank you all for your generosity and support throughout last year. We 
pray that the blessing of Blessings of this New Year may abide with you all. Happy New Year! 
 
RIP His Holiness Pope Benedict XVII 
We pray at this time for the happy repose of His Holiness Pope Benedict XVII whose passing was 
announced on the morning of 31st December. We thank the Lord for the gift of his life and pray that he be 
granted eternal rest. 
 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions Return to Normal from Monday 
From Monday, 2nd January, we will resume our usual exposition of the blessed Sacrament after Mass in 
the morning, 11.30 till midday Mass and 5.00pm till evening Mass. Confessions resume as normal at the 
usual times. Note this week: Friday 6th January is Feast of the Epiphany 
 
Confirmation Classes beginning January 2023 
Confirmation classes for the academic year 2023 will start on Sunday the 15th of January 2023 from 4.30 
pm to 5.45 pm. Children between the age of 13 to 17 are eligible to apply. Please note that all 
applications must reach the parish reception on or before the 15th of January 2023. Paper application 
forms are available at the back of the church. You may also complete the form on our website   
https://carmelitechurch.org/activities/catechism-classes/ Classes are due to start in January.  
 
World Youth Day Lisbon 2023 
Are you a young person trying to discern what God is calling you to do? Do you want to meet other 
Catholic young adults from across the globe? Come with the UK Carmelite friars as we travel from Avila 
to Fatima to Lisbon. We journey from 24th July to 6th August 2023. See the poster on the Notice Boards 
for more information. 
 
Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1280 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £50 
     

Thank you for your generosity    
 

Fr. Thaddeus, OCD 


