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Fourth Sunday of Advent – 18th December 2022 
 

Brace up for the Unusual, the Lord is Near! 
 
We have switched, as it were, to the landing gear in our advent preparations. From 17th December, 
the tone of our liturgy accelerated to a high pitch of imminency: ‘The Lord is near.’ It is as if we’re 
being told to buckle our seat belts, open the window blinds, fold up the tray tables and switch off 
all devices capable of interrupting communications; it is time to brace up for the possibility of the 
unusual. What is going to happen at Christmas is in every sense unusual. And today the Prophet 
Micah in our first readings hints at that unusualness by declaring that out of Bethlehem, the least 
of the clans of Judah, will be born the one who is to rule Israel. God’s ways have always been 
somewhat unusual. His choices are difficult for us to understand. Yet we cannot ask why, because 
there are no ‘whys?’ to God’s choices and actions, as Isaiah tells us: can a vessel question its 
fashioner as to what he has created? That is why we’re told that Mary’s question at the 
annunciation was ‘how?’ not ‘why?’ How can this come about, she said? 
 
The prophecy of Isaiah, which we heard in our reading today, was given during the time of King 
Ahaz of Judah who was being forced into alliance with pagan nations so as to gain the military 
power to withstand an impending Babylonian invasion. He had lost his trust in the Lord in the face 
of the threat. Isaiah therefore went to warn him of the fatality of his decision by which he was 
deserting the Lord. Isaiah gave him the prophecy that God would give him a sign, and clearly a 
strange sign to denote that God has the power to do whatever He wills. The sign is that a virgin is 
with child and will give birth to soon whose name will be Immanuel – God-is-with-us. The 
symbolic meaning of the name was to provide a reassurance to king Ahaz. 
 
The short story in our Gospel reading about how Jesus came to be born also highlights the same 
point, that God works in strange ways. An engaged young woman is found to be with child before 
their wedding, and not by her fiancé. Her would-be husband, an honourable man, decides not to 
go ahead with the marriage but wants to do it discreetly and not to bring her to shame. An Angel 
of the Lord then comes to him in a dream to reassure him and keep him in the loop of God’s plan. 
He wakes up, does as he was told, takes Mary as his wife, and accepts the child as his own son. 
For Joseph as for Mary, the question was how to co-operate with God’s plan rather than question 
why God chose to do it that way. 
 
When we listen to other events around the birth of our Lord, we learn more about God’s strange 
ways, including the poor circumstances of Jesus’ birth and the simplicity of the people (the 
shepherds) who first greeted his birth. But God has his purposes in all this. He is speaking to us, 
revealing Himself through these events. Pope St Leo the Great notes that ‘the Son of God in his 
omnipotence could have taught and sanctified us by appearing to us in a semblance of human form 



without actually becoming human. But his victory over sin would have profited us nothing if the 
battle had been fought outside of our human condition.   
 
In our lives, there are occasions when we want to ask God why? Those situations that don’t seem 
to fit into the plan of our life, things that are not as we expect them, we see the chaos of history, 
the tensions and anxieties of our world. But in all of these, we know that questioning God is futile 
because no matter how we try, we cannot entirely comprehend God’s ways. But we are assured 
that in whatever happens, God is with us, for that is what His name will be called (Immanuel). So, 
even as we cannot comprehend God’s ways, we must trust in his purposes which he has well-
crafted from the beginning of time. ‘Happy the ones who do not lose faith in him,’ the Gospel tells 
us. So, whatever our circumstances may be at this time, let us trust the Lord. Let the Lord enter! 
He is the King of glory 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICES 

 
Christmas Mass Times  Christmas Eve  6.00pm 

Christmas Vigil  12.00 midnight (Professional Choir with carol  
       starting at 11.15pm) 

Christmas Day  8.30am, 10.00am, 12.15 & 6.00pm 
 
24th December Midnight Mass 
Please note our celebration of Midnight Mass this year. As there will be no public transport on 
the 24th, it will be necessary to pre-arrange to get to the church if you wish to attend. We will 
begin at 11.15 with a carol by our Professional Choir followed by the Mass.  
 
Our Christmas Party 
Our Christmas party is this Sunday December 18 at 7.00pm in the hall. We will gather to celebrate as a 
community and use the opportunity to thank you all for your support during this year, especially those 
who help in various ways in our church. 
 
Christmas Confessions  December 24 11.30 - 12.15 & 5.00 - 6.00pm 
 
Adoration and Confessions During Octave of Christmas 
During the week after Christmas (from 25th December – 1st January) our adoration will be before the crib 
of our new-born Saviour, and there will be no exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. Also, during this 
week, confessions will be by request only. 
 
Confirmation Classes beginning January 2023 
Confirmation classes for the academic year 2023 will start on Sunday the 15th of January 2023 from 4.30 
pm to 5.45 pm. Children between the age of 13 to 17 are eligible to apply. Please note that all 
applications must reach the parish reception on or before the 15th of January 2023. Paper application 
forms are available at the back of the church. You may also complete the form on our website   
https://carmelitechurch.org/activities/catechism-classes/ Classes are due to start in January.  
 
World Youth Day Lisbon 2023 
Are you a young person trying to discern what God is calling you to do? Do you want to meet other 
Catholic young adults from across the globe? Come with the UK Carmelite friars as we travel from Avila 
to Fatima to Lisbon. We journey from 24th July to 6th August 2023. See the poster on the Notice Boards 
for more information. 
 
Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1215 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £83 
     

Thank you for your generosity    
 

Fr. Thaddeus, OCD 


