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Third Sunday of Advent – 11th December 2022 
 

Gaudete! 
 
Gaudete! Gaudete! As we come halfway into our advent journey, the theme of ‘Rejoicing’ is 
introduced in an emphatic way into our liturgy.  Today’s liturgical colour – rose – attests to this 
joy, hope and feeling of expectancy which we celebrate. Why are we told to rejoice? On the one 
hand, it is to encourage us in case we have already grown tired in our journey. And on the other 
hand, it is to highlight the imminency of the fulfilment of our hope for the coming of our Lord.  
Joy is the ultimate arrival point of all our life’s striving. It is our ultimate goal, in the sense that it 
will be our permanent disposition when we finally arrive at that final goal of our life – our union 
with God. We are told to rejoice because the coming of our Lord is near. Here in this life, every 
year we are given the opportunity to be united with God in a real way through the Christmas 
liturgy. Our God comes, and uniting with Him is the ultimate joy of our life.  
 
Advent is a celebration of the virtue of hope. Hope is a marvellous thing. It is one of the three 
theological virtues (with faith and love). It is the anticipation of something yet unrealized. As we 
await Christ who comes into our world and into our hearts, this anticipation naturally brings joy 
because our hope is that Christ is going to transform everything in our lives, that is if we ‘prepare 
the way’ for Him.  
 
The Prophet Isaiah sings of this hope and joy in our reading today as he announces the salvation 
that God brings to his exiled and suffering people: ‘When the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
the ears of the deaf unsealed, the lame shall leap like a deer… They will come to Zion shouting 
for joy, everlasting joy on their faces; joy and gladness will go with them and sorrow and lament 
be ended.’ Jesus in the Gospel provides a reassurance that He has come to fulfil those hopes 
expressed in Isaiah’s prophecy. And provides the life of John as a sure way to attain joy. 
 
Today, we continue to look for this unalloyed happiness prophesied in Isaiah. We long for a time 
when everlasting joy will be our faces. We are trapped, so to say in the many allures of our world 
in which we are inevitably caught up hoping we will find this joy. Yet we know that the 
materialistic allures of the world do not bring joy. As one priest wrote: “Massive pay rises don’t 
bring happiness. Alcohol changes nothing... Fabulous holidays in the sun are fine at the time, but 
don’t bring happiness. Moving to a big house, or bigger house; buying a car, another car, a bigger, 
newer car, or other fripperies do nothing to alter the happiness-level in people. All of these rot, 
fade away, come to an end.” 
 
But we are told that if we do want to be happy, then the way to achieve it is simple: to give 
ourselves to Christ. It is in Jesus that perfect joy is to be found, and it is on offer to everyone, 



whenever they choose to accept it. While we continue to live in the world and may not be able to 
clear away totally the materialistic debris that is part of our life, we might well remember that the 
life of John the Baptist was well and truly rooted in the world. Within that life John focussed on 
God, and the will of God. By doing so, he pointed out to others the Way to Christ. 
 
As we have been invited to ‘prepare the Way of the Lord’ this advent, let us continue to trust in 
the fulfilment of God’s promises, accepting his will in all things that we might find peace and joy 
in our life. And, let us live out this joy by doing everything we can to promote the well-being of 
everyone around us. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICES 

 
Advent Retreat – 7.00pm on 12th & 19th December 
Our Advent Retreat has started, and holds every Monday of Advent at 7.00pm in the Church hall. Those 
unable to join us physically may join the Zoom group. Please email  enquiries@carmelitechurch.org for a 
Zoom link. Talk recording will be streamed on Wednesdays at 7.30pm and will be available on Youtube. 
 
Christmas Mass Times  Christmas Eve  6.00pm 

Christmas Vigil  12.00 midnight  (Professional Choir with carol  
       starting at 11.15pm) 

Christmas Day  8.30am, 10.00am, 12.15 & 6.00pm 
 
Christmas Carols on 18th and 24th December 
At 6.45pm on 18th December, there will be Christmas carol here in our Church. All our 
Carmelite choirs will combine to lead us in the carol as we express in anticipation our Christmas 
joys. Mulled wine will be served in the hall immediately after the carol. And at 11.15 on 24th 
December, before the Midnight Mass, our Professional Choir will be singing another carol to 
usher in the Christmas night. Everyone is invited. 
 
Christmas Party 
We will have a Christmas party in our hall on December 18 at 7.00pm to celebrate as a community and 
use the opportunity to thank you all for your support during this year, especially those who help in 
various ways in our church. 
 
Christmas Confessions  December 24 11.30 - 12.15 & 5.00 - 6.00pm 
 
Preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation – Call for Registration 
Those who wish for their children to receive the sacrament of Confirmation next year may now register 
them for classes. The registration form is available at the back of the church and on our website 
https://carmelitechurch.org/activities/catechism-classes/ Classes are due to start in January. 
 
World Youth Day Lisbon 2023 
Are you a young person trying to discern what God is calling you to do? Do you want to meet other 
Catholic young adults from across the globe? Come with the UK Carmelite friars as we travel from Avila 
to Fatima to Lisbon. We journey from 24th July to 6th August 2023. See the poster on the Notice Boards 
for more information. 
 
Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1351 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £85 
     

Thank you for your generosity    
 

Fr. Thaddeus, OCD 


