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32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  – 06 November 2022 
 

We Believe in the Resurrection and Life Everlasting 
 
As we near the end of our liturgical season, naturally we are brought to focus our reflection on the 
last things, the most important of which is death and resurrection. For us Christians, a consideration 
of the reality of death must always be followed by our belief in the resurrection of the dead.  
 
The opening line of our Gospel today indicates that there were people – the Sadducees – in Jesus’ 
time who did not believe in the resurrection of the dead. In fact, there are still people today who 
do not believe in the resurrection of the dead. But what would be the meaning of life if there was 
no resurrection? St. Paul wrote in his Letter to the Corinthians: “If Christ has not been raised, then 
our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. We are even found to be misrepresenting God, 
because we testified of God that he raised Christ. . . . If Christ has not been raised, your faith is 
futile and you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 
If our hope in Christ has been for this life only we are the most unfortunate of all people.” Perhaps 
the difficulty believing in the resurrection of the dead lies in our inability to understand its 
technicalities and how we might look like. This was the problem of the Sadducees in that question 
they put to Jesus about what the marriage practice for the Jews would be after the resurrection. For 
St Paul, this is a stupid question. Because the business of the Saints is to be in union with and 
contemplate God. 
 
It is the fact of death that raises our apprehension about life on earth. At the same time, it is the 
reality of death that gives purpose to this present life because it disposes us to hope for a life 
without end which comes after the resurrection. Such concerns as we have in this life will be totally 
irrelevant in a life without end. 
 
It is this life – life without end – that Jesus has come to give us. St. Anastasius of Antioch writes 
that “To this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the 
living. But God is not God of the dead, but of the living. Consequently, the dead over whom he 
who lives has power are no longer dead but alive. Life has power over them so that they may live 
without any further fear of death just as Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again. 
Raised up and freed from corruption they shall no more see death. They will share in the 
resurrection of Christ just as he shared in their death.” 
 
The fact that God is the God of life and the fact of Jesus’ resurrection together with his pledge to 
raise all of us from the dead should dispel any sort of fear from us. Our faith ought to make us go 
through this life without any fear and anxiety for the future because we are guaranteed that even 
the worst thing that can happen to us – death – has already been conquered by Christ. He has set 



us free to live and love and serve him here on earth in the hope that our praise of Him will continue 
in a life without end. 
 
Nursing such a hope brings us great comfort when we remember our dead relatives and friends. 
They have gone before us to this life-without-end. And we believe that our God of life has raised 
them from the dead. This is why we continue to remember them and ask for God’s mercy on those 
who are yet to see His face. And for us, such hope places us on a path of joyous living, realizing 
the gift of life that awaits us. But it also challenges us to live in a certain way, the way that Jesus 
has taught us – the way of love for him through our neighbours. For if we hope to unite with Him 
in a life-without-end, shall we not, even now in this present life allow Him to guide us into that 
life? Let our life then speak of his presence with us even now in the hope of the life to come. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICES 

 
Preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation – Call for Registration 
Those who wish for their children to receive the sacrament of Confirmation next year may now register 
them for classes. The registration form is available at the back of the church and on our website 
https://carmelitechurch.org/activities/catechism-classes/ Classes are due to start in January. 
 
November – Month of the Holy Souls 
Throughout November, we will remember in a special way and pray for our dead relatives and Friends. 
The envelopes for the November Dead List are available at the back of the church. Please place your list 
in the envelop and give to one of the priests or drop it in any of the offering boxes where it can be 
collected and placed in front of the altar. Thank you. 
 
Sick and Retired Priests’ Collection 
Today we have a second collection for sick and retired priests of our Diocese. This is our chance to say 
thank you to our sick and retired priests who have given so much. Donation envelopes will be available at 
the back of the church. You can also donate online at www.rcdow.org.uk/donations or by scanning the QR 
code printed on the envelope. 
 
Children Classes and Liturgy 
We have commenced our children’s classes and liturgy. The gathering of children for their own liturgy will 
be very beneficial to their growth in faith. Therefore we encourage all parents with children of this age to 
bring them to the 10.00am Mass so that they can participate in the class and liturgy. 
 
Registrations for PULSE Family Day retreat Sun 13th November are open: 
  9am-5pm @ SPEC Centre, Pinner HA5 3EP 
Organised for families by families. Times of teaching and personal prayer for parents with Fr Matt Blake, 
Carmelite, to help (re)discover the power of prayer. Children 0-12 y.o. participate in a school of prayer 
tailored to their age run by volunteers. 
If you would like to register or just know a little bit more, please visit our website: 
https://www.pulse-retreats.com/retreats 
 
Blessed Marie-Eugene Group 
On Thursday 17 November at 7pm, there will be a talk in the Church Hall for the Blessed Marie-Eugene 
prayer group. Based on the book Where the Spirit Breathes by blessed Fr Marie-Eugene, the talk will 
highlight its main themes and insights. The talk will be followed by a time of silent prayer as well as 
Q&As and will finish at 8.30pm. 
 
Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1160 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £170 
            

Thank you for your generosity 
Fr. Thaddeus, OCD 


