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First Sunday of Advent – 27th November 2022 
 

Time to Wake Up 
Today we begin our journey into Advent – a period of expectation for the coming of our Saviour. 
It is important to note the way the word ‘advent’ is rendered. It carries within it the idea of 
constancy, not just a one-time event. So, we speak of three ‘comings’ of our Lord. 
 
The first coming happened over 2000 years ago when Jesus came in human form, born in 
Bethlehem to the family of Mary and Joseph. This is the historical event which we celebrate at 
Christmas. But, although this coming happened in the past, we celebrate it in a real way not just 
as an event in the past. When the Prophet Isaiah spoke about the first coming of Christ, he had a 
vision of peace which Christ would bring, peace for which we continue to yearn even today. 
Jerusalem was to be a symbol of that peace. Because of Christ’s coming, Jerusalem would be a 
towering mountain lifted above other nations. Peoples would go to it to draw salvation. The 
prevalent news of war and strife would cease because nations would turn their instruments of war 
into instruments of food production, since the coming of Christ would usher in a period of peace. 
So, we learn from this prophecy that the time of advent is a time for making peace – not only peace 
between nations but also peace between families and within families. It is a time for settling those 
protracted quarrels between people. Time to wake up. 
 
The second coming of Christ is the other end of the pole, which will happen at the end of time. 
But no one knows when the end of time will be, neither the angels nor the Son, as Jesus tells us, 
but only the Father who knows. We hear many warnings in scriptures about the need to prepare 
for this time, especially because we do not know when it will be. Jesus tells us in today’s Gospel 
that His coming at the end of time will happen while people are busy going about normal life 
routines. He also implies that it will happen suddenly, like a thief in the night; it will take people 
by surprise. Moreover, it will happen as random as two people in the park, one taken and the other 
left. The warning is that we must not allow this important event to spring upon us unprepared. 
There is a pressing and urgent need to take action without delay. Time to wake up. 
 
The third aspect of Christ’s coming is the period of the Church when Christ comes to us in mystery. 
It relates to the events of our everyday life through which our Lord reveals himself to us. For 
instance, we encounter Jesus in a special way in the Eucharist and other sacraments. Jesus could 
also come to us through our neighbours’ liberating or consoling words or actions, or even criticism. 
When we become attentive to our everyday experiences, we find that Christ is constantly coming 
to us. And these moments are little opportunities to take action. The daily revelations of God to us 
in mystery and experience also demand from us urgent action. Those moments are irretrievable. 
There is no time to put off following Christ in those small things, because life in the world is not 
without end. At the same time, this period of preparation is not intended to launch us into great 



worry about how long we might have or concern with the length of life.  Once we take each day 
and make the most of it, then we will be ready to welcome Christ on the day He comes. 
 
In sum, the call at this beginning of our advent preparations is not to let things slip. To wake up. 
It is in our human nature to let things slip. To let the dust gather on the window-ledge; to leave the 
hoovering one more day; to leave the dishes until later. That is the reason for Jesus’ warning today. 
He knows we are inclined to let things slide. But He wants us to be ready on the day He comes, 
and the Gospel today is a reminder for us to stay awake, waiting in patience for the coming of our 
Saviour. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICES 

 
Advent Retreat – 7.00pm on 28th Nov, 5th, 12th & 19th December 
Our Advent Retreat starts tomorrow, 28th November at 7.00pm. subsequent session will be on 5th, 12th & 
19th December. The retreat will take place in our hall. You are all invited to participate as our advent 
journey together is important for our celebration of Christmas. Those who are unable to join us physically 
can join the Zoom group. Please email  enquiries@carmelitechurch.org for a Zoom link. Talk recording 
will be available online a few days later (TBC). 
 

Mildred Piper RIP 
We received news of the passing of Mildred Piper who many of us know very well. She 
was both a Catechist and a Lay Reader in our Church. Her Funeral Mass is now 
confirmed and will be held here in our Church on 5th December at 1.30pm. May her 
soul rest in peace. 
 

Preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation – Call for Registration 
Those who wish for their children to receive the sacrament of Confirmation next year may now register 
them for classes. The registration form is available at the back of the church and on our website 
https://carmelitechurch.org/activities/catechism-classes/ Classes are due to start in January. 
 
Carmelite Retreat–Pilgrimage in Bethlehem for Christmas 
Join us on 6 special nights Retreat-Pilgrimage in the Holy Land. We will share 7 days together learning 
from Israel’s prophets and St John of the Cross in the places most associated with the birth of Christ. For 
more details contact admin@carmelite.org.uk 

World Youth Day Lisbon 2023 
Are you a young person trying to discern what God is calling you to do? Do you want to meet other 
Catholic young adults from across the globe? Come with the UK Carmelite friars as we travel from Avila 
to Fatima to Lisbon. We journey from 24th July to 6th August 2023. See the poster on the Notice Boards 
for more information. 
 
Vacancy at The Religious of Mary Immaculate Convent 
The Religious of Mary Immaculate Convent near Gloucester Road Station are looking for a part time 
Office and Facilities Manager. For enquires please contact Sr. Antonia Reyes  
Email address: book@rmilondonhostel.org 
 
Children Classes and Liturgy 
We have commenced our children’s classes and liturgy. The gathering of children for their own liturgy will 
be very beneficial to their growth in faith. Therefore, we encourage all parents with children of this age to 
bring them to the 10.00am Mass so that they can participate in the class and liturgy. 
 
Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1380 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £103 
            

Thank you for your generosity   Fr. Thaddeus, OCD 


