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33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time  – 13 November 2022 
 

The Day of the Lord: How Ready are We? 
These days we have been reading about the Day of the Lord or the end of time. The words used to 
describe the Day of the Lord may remind us of the graphic portrayals in apocalyptic movies such 
as the 1893 film, The Day After. The movies often present a frightening and catastrophic end of 
the world. Similar to these movies, our readings paint an image of the end of time that is quite 
frightening. However, our readings are not given in order to frighten us. Certainly not! Jesus 
repeatedly tells us not to be afraid. 
 
What is the function of ‘apocalyptic language’ then? Apocalypse refers to the revelation of 
something previously unknown; something new and perhaps unexpected. But it also carries the 
idea of destruction of an old in order that a new one be revealed. In early Christianity this way of 
speaking was intended to bring hope to Christian communities undergoing intense persecution and 
suffering by providing imageries of imminent divine intervention that would see the judgment and 
destruction of evil and wickedness, and the liberation of the righteous. This is why apocalypse 
speaks of terrifying and destructive events. Apocalyptic imageries awaken the reader or listener to 
the importance of what is to be revealed. It also serves to warn everyone about the need to be 
watchful and ready for what is to come, namely the destruction of oppressive structures and the 
revelation of a new life of freedom. The need to be ready is emphasized by the uncertainty of the 
end time in the apocalypse. Since we do not know the time when this revelation is to happen, we 
all need to be ready. But there is nothing to be frightened about. Jesus reassures us not to be afraid 
because he is with us always. 
 
What about ‘the end of time,’ what does it refer to? It refers to the end of the old dispensation, 
when everything that is evil and sin will give way to goodness and love which the new revelation 
brings. It has nothing to do with the end of the world as we know it now, although historically it 
referred to the end of Roman occupation of 1st Century Palestine and also the end of the Jewish 
religious era that revolved around the Temple in Jerusalem. Most of the early visions of the 
apocalypse probably had in mind the judgment and annihilation of oppressive Ancient Middle East 
rulers who enslaved Israel. It might have also later referred to the end of Roman oppression of 
Israel which would ultimately usher in a period of freedom, justice and peace.  
 
Jesus quotes the apocalyptic passages of old in today’s Gospel to remind his disciples about what 
is to come, namely the end of the Temple period and the revelation of new life in Him. Israel’s 
political and religious structures at the time of Jesus was grossly corrupt and Jesus challenged 
those structures – the challenge which ultimately led to his being crucified. But in the crucifixion 
of Jesus came the revelation of a new religious structure that was based on faith and not on Temple 



worship. The Jerusalem Temple was later destroyed in c.70AD and new Christian communities 
dispersed all over the world. 
 
As we come to the end of the liturgical year and listen to these apocalyptic imageries, Jesus wants 
to reassure us that although the end is sure come, it is not yet; and when that end comes, he is with 
us; we do not need to be afraid. At the same time, he wants us to allow him to destroy the 
oppressive structures within us that prevent him from being revealed to the world through us. He 
wants us to be prepared for that end so that it does not take us by surprise. 
 
As in the last week we remembered those who offered their life to defend the peace of our world, 
we give thanks to God for their life. It also serves to remind us of the need to constantly and 
actively work for peace in our world. By working for peace and justice, we ensure that the life of 
those who died in our wars have not been spent in vain. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICES 

 
Advent Retreat – 7.00pm on 29th Nov, 5th, 12th & 19th December 
To prepare us for Christmas, the Carmelite Friars are organising a retreat at 7.00pm on Mondays 
beginning on 29th November, then 5th, 12th & 19th December. This will be our parish advent retreat and 
you are all invited to participate as our advent journey together is important for our celebration of 
Christmas. 
 
Preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation – Call for Registration 
Those who wish for their children to receive the sacrament of Confirmation next year may now register 
them for classes. The registration form is available at the back of the church and on our website 
https://carmelitechurch.org/activities/catechism-classes/ Classes are due to start in January. 
 

Mildred Piper RIP 
We received news of the passing of Mildred Piper who many of us know very well. She 
was both a Catechist and a Lay Reader in our Church. Her Funeral Mass will be held 
here in our Church on 5th December at 1.30pm. This date and time will be confirmed 
next week. May her soul rest in peace. 
 

 
Vacancy at The Religious of Mary Immaculate Convent 
The Religious of Mary Immaculate Convent near Gloucester Road Station are looking for a part time 
Office and Facilities Manager. For enquires please contact Sr. Antonia Reyes  
Email address: book@rmilondonhostel.org 
 
Children Classes and Liturgy 
We have commenced our children’s classes and liturgy. The gathering of children for their own liturgy will 
be very beneficial to their growth in faith. Therefore we encourage all parents with children of this age to 
bring them to the 10.00am Mass so that they can participate in the class and liturgy. 
 
Blessed Marie-Eugene Group 
On Thursday 17 November at 7pm, there will be a talk in the Church Hall for the Blessed Marie-Eugene 
prayer group. Based on the book Where the Spirit Breathes by blessed Fr Marie-Eugene, the talk will 
highlight its main themes and insights. The talk will be followed by a time of silent prayer as well as 
Q&As and will finish at 8.30pm. 
 
Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1441 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £123 
            

Thank you for your generosity 
Fr. Thaddeus, OCD 


