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27th Sunday in Ordinary Time  –  02 October 2022 

 
St Therese of Lisieux: Your Enduring Trust will Win You Your Life 

 
Our readings today speak of dependence on the power of God – something that is somewhat a 
contradiction to our human tendency. No one wants of to be bereft of power. In small and huge 
matters we like to be in control. We go into crisis when we find that we are losing control of our 
life through growing old, sickness, loss of loved ones or other unforeseen events of our lives that 
fall beyond our power. Even in our service of God we tend to rely on our own power. Our scripture 
today tells us that the upright will live by their trust in God – a reminder of the great gift in our 
time of St Therese of the Child Jesus to us 
 
St. Therese, whose feast we celebrated yesterday, was a young girl who in the early stages of her 
life discovered one of the greatest spiritual treasures hidden in our scriptures: that being little and 
totally dependent on God draws in God’s tenderness and mercy. She says, “The little will be judged 
with extreme mildness. And you can certainly stay little, even in a very responsible position, even 
if you live to be very old.”  She wrote in her letter saying, “Even if l had died at the age of eighty, 
if l had been to China or all over the world, I should, I am convinced, have died as little as I am 
today. And it is written that “at the last, the Lord will arise to save all the meek and humble on 
earth”. It doesn’t say to judge, but to save.” 
 
St Therese’s life offers to all who seek to live the Christian life a simple and uncomplicated way 
to God, ‘simple’ so to say if we do not complicate it. What she tells us is partly what the Lord said 
to the Prophet Habbakkuk in our first reading: that ‘the upright person will live by their faith.’ 
Other synonyms to the word ‘faith’ here would be ‘endurance’ or ‘trust’ in God. The image painted 
by the vision of the prophet Habakkuk is that of a Marathon. The Lord asked him to put out 
placards along the way to urge the runners to keep going no matter how tough and unpromising 
the race might seem for it is by endurance, perseverance and fidelity that they would reach the end. 
The second part of what Therese’s life tells us is that God provides the resources for the race of 
life. Therefore, it is only those who trust in him that keep going. It is what one writer called an 
‘effortless effort.’ It is the kind of effort by which trusting and relying entirely on God makes our 
effort, which would otherwise be quite tedious, so easy and simple. 
 
Just as in the Old Testament stories, such as the Tower of Babel, St Therese lived in a time when 
certain groups of Christians supposed that God’s mercy had to be won, and they relied so much 
on their effort in their search for uprightness before God. In that thinking, heaven was meant to be 
a reward. In that world, Therese represented a voice such as we hear in our Gospel today: “when 
you have done all you have been told to do, say, “We are merely servants: we have done no more 
than our duty.”” This is because there is nothing we can do without the power of God working in 



us. We have no power of our own save as is given by God. So, how can anything we achieve using 
God’s own resources deserve any reward?  
 
St Therese interprets the Gospel for us today and offers us a way to win God effortlessly. She tells 
us to be like a child, God’s child, trusting entirely in him through thick and thin, and especially 
during the many tempests of our life. She assures us that God never abandons his children who put 
their trust in him. Staying steadfast is doing the little things lovingly for God who gives us the 
power to love him. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICES 

CAFOD Family Fast Day – Next Sunday 
Millions of families are facing a food crisis that could be the worst in living memory. As each 
day goes by, the situation worsens. As people of faith we must act. Your donations can help 
CAFOD’s local experts to provide emergency food supplies to families in the worst affected 
countries in East Africa and support communities around the world working hard to put food on 
the table. Please give today or start a monthly gift to CAFOD. Use the envelope for our parish 
collection or go to cafod.org.uk/fastday.  

October Devotion 
As is traditional in October, we will have a special devotion this month of saying the Rosary 
together in the Church. We will start the Rosary daily by 4.45pm followed by adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament by 5.00pm. Please do make it a date to come and honour our Blessed Mother 
Mary and thank her for her protection and implore her intercession for our world in need. 
 
Catechists and Children Teachers 
We hope to resume other levels of faith formation in our parish – pre-communion, post-
communion and post-confirmation in addition to the Communion and Confirmation classes 
currently running. For this reason, we are looking for catechists and children teachers to facilitate 
these classes on Sundays after the 10.00am Mass. 
 
Our Church Media Platforms have Launched – Facebook, Instagram & Twitter 
In order to engage everyone in the life our church community, we have launched our media 
platforms in addition to emails and Whatsapp (0770 8203 595) already in use. The new 
platforms will provide further avenues for information on the activities in our parish.  Please do 
follow us: @carmelitechurchkensington on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter to stay connected. 
 
Teresian Prayer Group 
The Teresian Prayer Group is resuming with two parallel groups.  Register by emailing Mark 
Courtney at mark.courtney@oxon.org or by attending the first meeting at Kensington on 
Saturday 15 October at 10.45 am; or at the Notting Hill Carmelite Monastery on Sunday 9 
October at 11.00 am.  Further information is on our website and on posters at the back of the 
Church. 
 
Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1157 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £138 
    Mass of Our Lady of Peñafrancia 114 
        

Thank you for your generosity      
 
 
Fr. Thaddeus, OCD 


