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29th Sunday in Ordinary Time  –  16 October 2022 

 
Pray and Never Lose Heart 

 
It is quite significant that for several weeks now, and still more to come, the Evangelist Luke has 
been taking us on various elements of prayer. Beginning with various representations of Jesus at 
prayer at the significant moments of his life to the various teachings on how and the need to pray 
persistently. 
 
The first image of persistence in prayer can be seen in our first reading, in the story of Moses 
during the war between Israel and the Amalekites. We try not to get distracted by the battle scene 
imagery, although the image of war itself can easily become useful when we speak of prayer, 
because the struggle to overcome our life difficulties, for which we seek God’s intervention, can 
be conceived as a war. The story tells how Moses’ raised arm, which put Israel at advantage over 
their enemies, had to be supported with a stone in order to sustain the victory. A raised arm is a 
symbolism for a person at prayer. And to keep an arm raised without letting it fall limp is to remain 
constant in prayer. 
 
In the Gospel we find another image in Jesus’ parable about the unjust judge. Jesus calls our 
attention to what the judge said to himself: “Maybe I have neither fear of God respect for man, but 
since she keeps pestering me I must give this widow her just rights, or she will persist in coming 
and worry me to death.” If these are the thoughts of an unjust judge, how much more would God 
speedily answer those who cry to him for help! 
 
Yet, there is a final remark at the end of our Gospel that must not be overlooked: “But when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find any faith on earth?” We recall that we had been previously told 
that faith and total trust (like a child to his/her parents) are prerequisites for prayer. So, although 
Jesus encourages us to be persistent in prayer, there is also the fear that such persistence might 
indicate that we do not have faith and trust in God. Recall the story (last Sunday) of the ten lepers 
who were healed, and only one of them believed he had been healed and returned to give thanks. 
And Jesus told him: “Go on your way, your faith has saved you.” Against this background, 
persistence in prayer, and not believing that God has already answered us in his own way, might 
simply indicate that we require more faith and trust in God. 
 
In fact, St Teresa, whose feast we celebrated yesterday, would say that persistence in prayer is 
striving to remain with so good a friend as long as one can. She says, “If you grow accustomed to 
having Him present at your side, and He sees that you do so with love and that you do go about 
striving to please Him, you will not be able – as they say –  to get away from Him; He will never 
fail you; He will help you in all your trials; you will find Him everywhere… I am not asking you 



to do anything more than look at Him. For who can keep you from turning the eyes of your soul 
towards this Lord. Behold he is not waiting for anything else… than that you look at Him. In the 
measure you desire Him, you will find him. He so esteems your turning to look at Him that no 
diligence will be lacking on his part.”  
 
Let us take up this invitation and practice of keeping our Lord constantly in our hearts so that he 
may look after us and fight with us in every battle that confronts us in daily living. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICES 

 
November – Month of the Holy Souls 
Throughout November, we will remember in a special way and pray for our dead relatives and 
Friends. The envelopes for the November Dead List are now available at the back of the church. 
Please place your list in the envelop and give to one of the priests or drop it in any of the offering 
boxes where it can be collected and placed in front of the altar. Thank you. 
 
Talk organised by the Friends of Westminster Cathedral Thursday 27 October 2022 at 
7.00pm in Westminster Cathedral Hall. Creators of Peace (COP) is a global network of people 
on each continent making a difference - inspired by their participation in Creators of Peace 
Circles, conferences, dialogues and other COP initiatives. For peace to be meaningful it must be 
inclusive, but it often isn't. https://iofc.org.uk/initiatives/creators-of-peace/ Talk by Miranda 
Shaw and Elizabeth Lasker £10 Tickets from Friends@rcdow.org.uk or 020 7798 9059  

Registrations for PULSE Family Day retreat Sun 13th November are open: 
  9am-5pm @ SPEC Centre, Pinner HA5 3EP 
Organised for families by families. Times of teaching and personal prayer for parents with Fr 
Matt Blake, Carmelite, to help (re)discover the power of prayer. Children 0-12 y.o. participate 
in a school of prayer tailored to their age run by volunteers. 
If you would like to register or just know a little bit more, please visit our website: 
https://www.pulse-retreats.com/retreats 
 
Final Request for Catechists and Children Teachers 
This will be our final call for volunteers wishing to facilitate faith formation classes. Those who 
have indicated will soon meet with the Faith Formation Group to draw up times for the classes. 
We are intimating parents with children to prepare to bring their children to the 10.00am mass 
once this programme starts. The gathering of children for their own liturgy will be very 
beneficial to their own growth in faith. Other levels of faith formation – post-communion and 
post-confirmation are also due to begin and we will won be calling for registrations. 
 
Our Church Media Platforms have Launched – Facebook, Instagram & Twitter 
In order to engage everyone in the life our church community, we have launched our media 
platforms in addition to emails and Whatsapp (0770 8203 595) already in use. The new 
platforms will provide further avenues for information on the activities in our parish.  Please do 
follow us: @carmelitechurchkensington on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter to stay connected. 
 
 
Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1485 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £112 
           

Thank you for your generosity   Fr. Thaddeus, OCD 


