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26th Sunday in Ordinary Time  –  25 September 2022 

 
Social Action for the Needy: World Day of Migrants and Refugees 

 
We are now probably familiar with the Gospel of Luke’s concern for the poor and needy, and the 
warning of reversal of fortunes at the end of time. Today, our attention is called particularly to the 
seriousness of negligence. Both our first reading and our Gospel speak of the dangers of neglecting 
the poor and needy who are around us while we enjoy the comfort of our own privileges. And 
there is no better day to reflect of this theme than today when we celebrate the World Day of 
Migrants and Refugees. Our Lead Bishop on Migrants and Refugees has given a reflection on 
today’s celebration. Below are his words: 
 

Every year, the Church throughout the world devotes a day to migrants and refugees. This year, 
2022, the day will be celebrated on Sunday, 25 September. You may think that this day, WDMR, 
as it’s called, World Day of Migrants and Refugees, is in response to the coverage of new arrivals 
to our country and migration. In fact, the World Day of Migrants and Refugees has been held 
annually since 1914 – an indication that displacement from one’s homeland has long been a feature 
of life for many people. 
This day is an opportunity for Catholics throughout the world to remember and pray for those who 
are displaced through war, poverty and persecution, and also to raise awareness of the fact that 
migration offers opportunity to many people. It benefits many. 
In 2020, Pope Francis, in his message, said, if we wish to promote those whom we wish to assist, 
then we must involve them and make them agents of their own redemption. In his message for this 
year, 2022, the Holy Father expands on those words by choosing the theme ‘Building the Future 
with Migrants and Refugees’. 
In our parishes and in our neighbourhoods, we can see that migration is a reality. There are many 
people from other countries. Pope Francis appeals to us to adopt an attitude of welcome to those 
who live among us, reminding us that they can revitalise our communities and enliven celebrations 
in our parishes. Their presence is a witness to the Catholicity of God’s people. Without 
undermining or devaluing our own culture and values, we are asked to be open to the treasure and 
the variety of gifts that migrants and refugees bring to our communities. 
It is edifying that many parishes are reaching out to migrants and refugees. I know of one group 
who, motivated by their faith and working ecumenically, invite migrants and refugees to English 
language conversation classes. That is an example of how Pope Francis’s call to build the future 
together is being lived out. 



Two other events have taken place which portray the Church’s commitment to migrants and 
refugees. In March of this year, the Papal Nuncio, that is the Pope’s representative to Great Britain, 
visited Napier Barracks in Folkestone, where a number of people are housed. He spent time with 
them. He conveyed to them both the concern and the best wishes of Pope Francis. He returned at 
a later date to present a Papal Blessing personally signed by the Holy Father. 
In October 2021, a 3.5-metre high puppet called Amal was welcomed in Westminster Cathedral 
to music and dance and a great atmosphere of prayer. 
In cathedrals and parish halls and holding centres, the love of God has been extended to those who 
are marginalised, to those who are poor, and in need, and I thank everyone involved in this 
wonderful work. 
We are also grateful to those who, using their professional expertise advocate the cause of migrants 
and refugees – in weighty matters and in smaller but essential ways. 
The love of God has been extended and migrants and refugees are receiving a welcome from God’s 
people and encouragement, which is much needed. It is work that must increase and must continue. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICES 

 
Feast Day of St. Therese of Lisieux 
Next Saturday, 1st October is the feast of St Therese. There will be a special solemn Mass to celebrate this feast at 6.00pm with a 
professional choir singing. During these days running up to the feast, you can request special intentions and prayers from St Therese. 
All intentions and offering can be placed in the box next to the statue of St Therese. 
 
First Holy Communion Opening Day – Saturday 1st October 
An introductory meeting for children and parents will be held at the church hall on Saturday, 1st of October, on the feast day of St 
Therese of Lisieux. The meeting will begin at 5.30pm and be followed by the 6pm mass when the children will receive a special 
blessing. Following, weekly classes will be held on Sunday mornings at 10.45am, starting the 9th of October 2022. Anyone interested 
in registering their child may still do so this week. Registration form is on our website www.carmelitechurch.org/activities/catechism-
classes  and at the back of the church. 
 
Catechists, Children Teachers & Readers Required 
We hope to resume other levels of faith formation in our parish – pre-communion, post-communion and post-confirmation in addition 
to the Communion and Confirmation classes currently running. For this reason, we are looking for catechists and children teachers to 
facilitate these classes on Sundays after the 10.00am Mass. And we continue to request for more Readers/Lectors to proclaim the Word 
of God during our liturgy. If you would like to help with any of these ministries please do make contact with us. 
 
Our Church Media Platforms have Launched – Facebook, Instagram & Twitter 
In order to engage everyone in the life our church community, we have launched our media platforms in addition to emails and 
Whatsapp (0770 8203 595) already in use. The new platforms will provide further avenues for information on the activities in our 
parish.  Please do follow us: @carmelitechurchkensington on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter to stay connected. 
 
Teresian Prayer Group 
The Teresian Prayer Group is resuming with two parallel groups. Monthly meetings start at Kensington on Saturday 15 October at 
10.45 am; and at the Notting Hill Carmelite Monastery on Sunday 9 October at 11.00 am. Find out about the Group and register at the 
Introductory Meeting at Kensington at 11.00 am on Saturday 24 September. Further information is on our website at 
www.carmelitechurch.org/activities/teresian-prayer-group/  and on posters at the back of the Church. 
 
Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1100 
   Gift Aid Envelopes £68 
   Mass of Our Lady of Peñafrancia 685 
        

Thank you for your generosity     Fr. Thaddeus, OCD 


