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25th Sunday in Ordinary Time  –  18 September 2022 

 
Evangelii Gaudium Sunday 

 
The Third Sunday in September, formerly called Home Mission Sunday, is now Evangelii Gaudium 
Sunday. Named after Pope Francis’ first (solo) Apostolic Exhortation on the Joy of the Gospel, the day 
offers the Catholic community in England and Wales the opportunity to celebrate the beauty of our faith 
and our commitment to witness to the fullness of life in Christ. 

In the interview transcript below, Fr Jan Nowotnik, Director of Mission at the Bishops’ Conference, tells 
us more about the day and how you can support this important work. 

Q: The Day used to be known as Home Mission Sunday. It’s now ‘Evangelii Gaudium Sunday’, some people 
might not know the significance of Evangelii Gaudium and why we’ve called this day ‘Evangelii Gaudium 
Sunday,’ So tell us… 

Well, Evangelii Gaudium is the title of Pope Francis’ first Apostolic Exhortation in 2013 when he became 
Pope, and he spoke then about the joy of the Gospel. So Evangelii Gaudium is Latin for the ‘joy of the 
Gospel’. And in that document, he was really inviting the Catholic Church to be joyous in proclaiming the 
faith – seeking new ways of understanding the faith and reaching out to others. 

One area of focus is evangelisation and discipleship, which encompasses all the work that the bishops do 
in those areas – particularly supporting our evangelisation and catechesis coordinators in the 22 dioceses of 
England and Wales. So the work here at the secretariat is not to tell people, top down, what to do, but to 
support that work and to be a conduit where information can be gathered and people can give and receive 
information and share good practice about what is going on across England and Wales to bring people to 
faith and to form them in faith. 

Central to that is the work that we’re doing with the bishops to institute the ministries of catechist, lector 
and acolyte – supporting Pope Francis’ desire that we formally institute catechists for the Church and admit 
more lay people into the ministry of reader and acolyte. 

Q: For those that may not know, what is an acolyte? 

Well, acolyte means to be the candle bearer. You may think “Gosh, why are we training people to carry 
candles?” But realistically, in our parishes we have Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion – those 
lay people who assist in distributing Holy Communion – but also in visiting the sick and in having an 
outreach in the parish. So I think the Holy Father wants to say that this is an important ministry in the 
Church and it’s now more open. It used to just be for those on their way to priesthood so seminarians, those 
training to be priests, would be instituted as readers and acolytes. But Pope Francis has said that everyone 
should be able to do these, female and male alike, and the hope would be that we will gradually begin to 
introduce these into the life of the Church in England and Wales. 

Q: There’s also outreach to those of no faith, isn’t there? 



Absolutely. Because I think going back to Evangelii Gaudium and even going back to Paul VI in 1964 in a 
really important document Ecclesiam Suam on the nature of the church… Pope Paul VI talked about the 
fact that we have a dialogue, obviously, with ourselves in the Catholic Church, with other Christians, with 
those of the other faiths, and then those who are seeking God – people of goodwill. In Eucharistic Prayer 
IV, there’s that lovely phrase about “those who seek you with a sincere heart”. So we are trying to find 
ways to engage with people. And again, that leads us into that vision of patrimony and the beauty of our 
churches, if our doors are open and people walk into a church, perhaps the first thing that they do will be 
to marvel that there is something special and they might just want to enter into a dialogue. So we support 
that work as best we can. 

Q: It’s a second collection day and we’re just emerging from a pandemic and times are pretty hard for 
people. But we’d encourage a bit of support, financially, if possible, but certainly through prayer, for those 
important aspects of our work, wouldn’t we? 

Absolutely. I’ve been a parish priest, and I know sometimes when people say there’s a second collection, 
there’s a sort of a collective groan! And I know at the moment that things are not easy for people. Providing 
for our families, putting fuel in our cars, getting food on our tables – these are really difficult moments for 
all of us. I know that some people may feel that they cannot give anything at the moment – and that’s fine, 
actually. 

The first thing is to pray for this work, to pray for the work that we’re doing, to pray for our bishops in their 
outreach in all of these areas and their ministry, which we here at the Secretariat try to support as best we 
can. And if you can give something to the second collection, please do and be assured that the money you 
give – however big or small – directly supports this work. It doesn’t get lost in the ether. That money goes 
into a specific pot, which is for mission and Evangelii Gaudium work. We will use the money that you so 
generously give to support those of us who work within the Bishops’ Conference, the dioceses and 
alongside the bishops. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICES 

 
Catechists, Children Teachers & Readers Required 
We hope to resume other levels of faith formation in our parish – pre-communion, post-communion and post-confirmation in addition 
to the Communion and Confirmation classes currently running. For this reason, we are looking for catechists and children teachers to 
facilitate these classes on Sundays after the 10.00am Mass. And we continue to request for more Readers/Lectors to proclaim the Word 
of God during our liturgy. If you would like to help with any of these ministries please do make contact with us. 
 
Our Church Media Platforms have Launched – Facebook, Instagram & Twitter 
In order to engage everyone in the life our church community, we have launched our media platforms in addition to emails and 
Whatsapp (0770 8203 595) already in use. The new platforms will provide further avenues for information on the activities in our 
parish.  Please do follow us: @carmelitechurchkensington on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter to stay connected. 
 
Teresian Prayer Group 
The Teresian Prayer Group is resuming with two parallel groups. Monthly meetings start at Kensington on Saturday 15 October at 
10.45 am; and at the Notting Hill Carmelite Monastery on Sunday 9 October at 11.00 am. Find out about the Group and register at the 
Introductory Meeting at Kensington at 11.00 am on Saturday 24 September. Further information is on our website at 
www.carmelitechurch.org/activities/teresian-prayer-group/  and on posters at the back of the Church. 
 
Registration for First Holy Communion 
Final calls for registrations for the next group of children to receive First Holy Communion. Classes will commence September end. If 
you have children for first holy communion, please do register them as soon as you can. Children must be 7yrs old by 31st August. The 
registration form is on our website www.carmelitechurch.org/activities/catechism-classes  and at the back of the church. 
 
Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1106 
   Gift Aid Envelopes £878 
        

Thank you for your generosity     Fr. Thaddeus, OCD 


