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24th Sunday in Ordinary Time  –  11 September 2022 
 

The Lavishness of God’s Love and Mercy 
 
It is probably the most familiar bible story. We all have heard the story of The Prodigal Son more 
than once. It is the same story but such a remarkable story that it brings new light each time we 
hear it. That is because it is not a story removed from us, but a story that touches at the heart of 
our everyday experience. 
 
In most any family, among siblings we have the weak and the strong, the loyal and the wayward. 
And every good father often tends to protect the weak and the wayward precisely because they are 
weak. The strong and loyal are left to their own care, again because they are trusted to take care of 
themselves. Yet, often it turns out that the strong and loyal are the ones who feel that their father 
does not love or care about them. But it is quite the opposite. The strong and the loyal are their 
father’s “Rock.” They give the father the peace of mind that he desires from his children so he 
does not worry about them. But for Mr Wayward, he never stops being a child to his father. He 
gives his father so much concern that his eyes are constantly on the watch out for him, hoping that 
maybe one day he would grow up. And what a joy to the father if that day comes. 
 
Beyond the family dynamic aspect of the story, what it depicts is the very nature of God and the 
importance of true repentance. Some people have called it the parable of The Prodigal Father. 
While many people tend to focus on the prodigality of the son, the emphasis is in fact on the 
lavishness of the father’s love and mercy. Clearly the parable is about the lavishness of God’s 
mercy. Right from the Old Testament Israel, God has been a repentant God, in the sense that he 
often threatened, through the prophets, the punishment of Israel when they sinned, just as in the 
case of Nineveh. But God always relented and granted pardon when the people repented. In the 
New Testament, Jesus became the visible sign of God’s long promised eternal forgiveness for all 
those who turn from their sin. 
 
One potential problem might arise in thinking about the lavishness of God’s mercy as portrayed 
in this story. One might think, “Oh, I have to be wayward in order to attract God’s attention and 
love.” But this is precisely the problem with the faithful but jealous son in the story. He felt he had 
been quite faithful and deserving a reward. Perhaps in human terms, he might have been so faithful. 
But as a metaphor for our relationship with God, we know that we are never so faithful as to be 
completely deserving of God’s reward. In fact, Jesus told the parable precisely because of the 
Pharisees and Scribes who considered themselves self-righteous that they complained about Jesus’ 
benevolence to tax-collectors and sinners. In effect, we need not think that we should become 
wayward because as far as our relationship with God is concerned we already are, and we all stand 
in need of God’s mercy. 
 



The main emphasis of our Gospel story is that humility brings God to our aid when we are in 
spiritual need, as we all are. But humility is not a virtue that comes naturally to us as human beings. 
Sometimes we have to suffer, like the prodigal son, before we come to our senses. God on his part 
never interferes with our freedom, He does not force us. He is always there waiting for us to come 
to him and He provides every grace to help us come to our senses, including suffering. But the 
decision to wake up and undertake the journey to him must come from us. A place never to be is 
the place with the Pharisees who never thought they had any need for God’s mercy. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICES 

 
Our Church Media Platforms have Launched – Facebook, Instagram & Twitter 
In order to facilitate dissemination of information and engage everyone in the life our church community, 
we have launched our media platforms.. Already, in addition to emails, we use Whatsapp (0770 8203 
595) where you can send a quick message or ask a quick question, and Youtube for streaming our 
Masses. The new platforms will provide further avenues for information on the activities in our parish.  
Please do follow us: carmelitechurchkensington on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter to stay connected. 
 
Canonization Anniversary Picnic 
In 1622, Saints Philip Neri, Teresa of Avila, Ignatius Loyola, Francis Xavier and Isidore the Farmer were 
canonised by Pope Gregory XV. To celebrate the 400th anniversary of their canonisation, you are invited 
to a joint picnic with the faithful of the Oratory, Farm Street and Carmelite churches. The picnic will take 
place in the garden of the Oratory House, Brompton Road, SW7 2RP, on Saturday 17th September, 3pm–
6pm. Attendees are asked to bring their own food; drinks and some snacks will be provided. During the 
afternoon, Fathers from each of the three communities will give short talks about the lives of the five 
saints. The event is free to attend, but because space is limited, registration is requested. Please register 
via the Oratory website, at https://www.bromptonoratory.co.uk/joint-picnic. 
 
Pakistan Floods Appeal 
Thanks to all who have contributed generously to the appeal for our brethren in Pakistan. There is still an 
opportunity to donate to this cause. Your donation will help CAFOD’s local partners support 
communities with clean drinking water, food, emergency medical assistance and shelter. Please pray for 
those affected by the flood and donate now at cafod.org.uk/give.  
Donation envelopes are at the back of the church. Thank you. 
 
Celebration of Penafranchia 
There will be a Penafranchia thanksgiving celebration of Holy Mass on behalf of the Filipino Bicol 
Association at 2.00pm on Sunday 18th September here in our Church. All are welcome.  

Registration for First Holy Communion 
We are also now accepting registrations for the next group of children to prepare for First Holy 
Communion. Classes will commence September end. If you have children for first holy communion, 
please do register them as soon as you can. Children must be 7yrs old by 31st August. The registration 
form is on our website www.carmelitechurch.org/activities/catechism-classes  and at the back of the 
church. 
 
Readers Required 
We are looking for more Readers/Lectors to proclaim the Word of God during our liturgy. If you would 
like to help with this ministry please do make contact with us. 
 
Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1359 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £113 
        

Thank you for your generosity 
 
Fr. Thaddeus, OCD 


