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19th Sunday in Ordinary Time  –  07 August 2022 
 

Faith, Hope and Charity 
 
These three vital Christian dispositions – Faith, Hope and Charity – are called the theological 
virtues. ‘Theological’ and ‘virtue’ are not two bogus words, much as they may sound. They 
properly describe these dispositions. They are theological, that is to say, concerning God, because 
it is only God who can infuse them into our hearts and they take us back to God. But they are also 
virtues, meaning habits, because we sustain them by constantly practising them. Our readings 
today talk about the need for these virtues as the proper vehicles that transport us through this life 
into the life of union with God (heaven) – the very promise God has given us. 
 
We hear in the second reading a series of recitals about how the promises God made to Abraham 
was attained only by faith. In the stories about Abraham, we find not only faith but also hope and 
charity at work. Abraham obeyed God’s call to leave his ancestral home, to give up his inheritance, 
and move to an unknown country which God promised to give him. We are told that he looked 
forward to that city founded, designed and built by God. That is hope – looking forward to God’s 
promise which faith never allows us to give up. Also we see faith in the story of God’s promise of 
an offspring to Abraham and Sarah even though they were, as the text puts it, “as good as dead” 
because they were well past the age of child-bearing. But they believed in God’s promise and 
hoped for its fulfilment. We are also given a picture of Abraham’s life. One of the significant 
episodes being his hospitality to three strange men who turned out to be the angels of God. 
Abraham’s life of faith, hope and charity therefore depicts the life of a good disciple of Jesus, as 
we hear in the Gospel today. 
 
In the Gospel Jesus tells his disciples, “it has pleased the Father to give you the kingdom.” That is 
the promise. Then he goes on to give a picture of the life of those  who will attain that promise. To 
live in the hope of God’s promise is to live with eyes constantly turned to God’s Kingdom, to that 
promise. Those who do so must share their possessions with the less privileged. They are 
constantly ready, like people waiting for their master to return from a wedding feast, all dressed 
and with lamps lit.  
 
The emphasis of Jesus is on the need for us to be ready. But this readiness is not to be misconstrued 
as an idle waiting for an end of time. Instead, as St Paul tells the Corinthians, the attitude of life 
required is that of waiting, the spirit is that of hope and the duty is watchfulness. Being ready, as 
Jesus says in the parable today, is going about doing our duties, like good stewards faithful and 
wise, and always keeping in mind that our master returns with the fulfilment of his promise of 
placing us over his household; in other words, with the promise of giving us God’s promised 
Kingdom. 
 
For the Evangelist Luke, the return of the Master is not a great scene of universal final judgment. 
What we wait for is not a great final judgment day at the end of the world; rather it is that unique 



moment when our own individual life ebbs away. The final judgment is that moment when each 
of us meets our death, according to St Luke. But from today’s account of the Gospel, we see that 
the Evangelist invites us to look upon this last moment, our final judgment, with hope because 
there is a wonderful promise that the Master will himself serve the faithful servant. All we are 
asked to do is to stand ready by the way we live – in faith, hope and charity to others. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICES 

 
Relic Tour: St Bernadette 
In September and October this year, the relics of St Bernadette will journey on pilgrimage to 
England, Scotland, and Wales for the very first time. This very special once in a lifetime event 
will provide an opportunity for people of all ages and backgrounds to experience the special gifts 
and charisms of Lourdes, in a church or cathedral near them. 
 
Particularly between September 3rd and 5th the veneration of the relics of St Bernadette will take 
place at the Cathedral. On that Saturday the 3rd, the service of Anointing of the Sick will be held 
in the Cathedral at 2.30pm. Due to the number of people expected, this service will be ticketed. 
There are 2 types of ticket: General Admission and Wheelchair Ticket. General Admission is for 
the sick who are able to walk and for carers or relatives. To requests tickets please contact one of 
the priests who will arrange for them and will arrive by the end of August. Once the maximum 
number of tickets for the service has been reached the ticketing system will automatically close. 
So please request for a ticket as soon as you can, if you intend to participate in this Anointing of 
the Sick liturgy. 
 
Registration for First Holy Communion 
We are also now accepting registrations for the next group of children to prepare for First Holy 
Communion. Classes will commence in September. If you have children for first holy 
communion, please do register them ahead of September. Children must be 7yrs old by 31st 
August. The registration form is on our website www.carmelitechurch.org/activities/catechism-
classes  or simply email cathechism.co-ordinator@carmelitechurch.org and request a form to be 
sent to you. Thanks 
 
Feasts this Week 
Monday, 8th Aug St Dominic  
Tuesday, 9th   St Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (Edith Stein – Carmelite) 
Wednesday 10th  St Laurence (Deacon, Martyr) 
Thursday 11th   St Clare 
 
 
Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1304 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £98 
        

Thank you for your generosity 
 
Fr. Thaddeus, OCD 


