
PARISH OF OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL & ST SIMON STOCK, CARMELITE CHURCH  
41 KENSINGTON CHURCH ST., LONDON W8 4BB 

 
Web: www.carmelitechurch.org  Email: enquiries@carmelitechurch.org 

Phone No. 0207 937 9866  Mobile & WhatsApp: 0770 8203 595  
 

Priests in the Parish: Fr Thaddeus Ekuma ocd, Fr Matt Blake ocd,  
Fr Tijo Xavier ocd, Fr Theophilus Nyamali, ocd 

 
 

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time  –  03 July 2022 
 

Trust in Jesus and the Simplicity of the Gospel 
 
“Start off now, but remember, I am sending you out like lambs among wolves.” This are the 
commissioning words of Jesus to his disciples. Commenting on this text  in Matthew’s Gospel, St 
John Chrysostom wrote: 
So long as we continue to behave as sheep, we are victorious. Even if a thousand wolves surround 
us, we conquer and are victorious. But the moment we become wolves, we are conquered, for we 
lose the help of the shepherd. He is the shepherd of sheep, not of wolves. If he leaves you and goes 
away, it is because you do not allow him to show his power.  
 These are his words: Do not be troubled that I send you out in the midst of wolves and tell 
you to be like sheep and like doves. I could have done just the opposite, and not have allowed you 
to suffer any hurt. I could have prevented you being the victims of wolves and made you fiercer 
than lions. But I chose a better way. My way makes you more glorious and proclaims my power. 
These were his words to Paul: ’My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.’ That is the way I made you. When he says: ‘I send you out as sheep,’ he implies: ‘Do 
not despair, for I know very well that in this way you will be invincible against your enemies.’ 
 
What we find in the commentary  of this great teacher of the Church is the image of God as 
protector of all those who he sends out to work for him. In our first reading, this image of God is 
in fact that of a mother. Of course, we are more used to the image of God as Father. But we know 
that God transcends any gender. Hence we see in this text from Isaiah that God is compared to a 
mother who comforts her child. We also see in this text the image of a child feeding at his mother’s 
breast. And this is not the only place in the scriptures where maternal image is used for God. We 
find in Psalm 131, for instance, the contentment of one who trusts in God being compared to that 
of a little child in his mother’s arms.  
 
So Jesus provides assurance for us as he sends us out into the world as his disciples that he does 
not leave us alone. He is always with us. All he asks us to do is to commit ourselves totally into 
his care and he will look after us as a mother looks after his children. That is the significance of 
the instruction to the 72 disciples in our Gospel. They were told not to carry anything upon which 
they might rely – no purse, no haversack, no sandals, they were not even to greet anyone on the 
road. In other words, Jesus is asking for total reliance on his care. He provides for all our needs 
when we are on his mission.  
 
Let us also look at the simplicity of the message that the disciples are to deliver. Just as they are 
to go out unencumbered by baggage that distract them from the mission, so they are to deliver 
their message with such simplicity as not to complicate it. They are told to simply impart the 
blessing of peace and to heal. That is it – no complicated doctrines, no sophisticated language. 
‘Whatever house you go into, let your first words be, ‘Peace to this house.’ And they are not to 



insist: if their blessing is rejected, they are to depart, leaving the town to their fate which would be 
worse than that of Sodom. 
 
How simple therefore the Christian message is that we are sent to live. Today, the Holy Spirit is 
giving this same message to our young boys and girls who are being conferred the sacrament of 
Confirmation. They are to go out into the world and spread this message of Christ, the message of 
peace and healing, simple as it is. This is why everyone is called to this task, irrespective of age 
and learning. If we can keep the message of Christ as simple as it has been given us, we may see 
great progress in bringing God’s kingdom to reality in our immediate surroundings and in our 
world 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICES 

 
Congratulations to our Confirmands 
We congratulate the children who today received the sacrament of Confirmation. We thank the 
parents who continue to lead them into their faith, and we encourage them to continue to guide 
the children to stay close to the church. We also thank those who helped to prepare them. 
 
Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 16th July 
On the 16th of July we will celebrate the Solemnity of Our Lady of Mt Carmel which is the 
principal feast day for us as Carmelites. In preparation for this feast, we will have a novena 
starting from 7th July. And during the 3 days run up to the feast (13th, 14th & 15th July), we will 
also have a talk at 5.00pm on the significance of this feast. We ask you all to join us in prayer as 
we prepare for this feast day. 
 
Registration for First Holy Communion 
We are also now accepting registrations for the next group of children to prepare for First Holy 
Communion. Classes will commence in September. If you have children for first holy 
communion, please do register them ahead of September. Children must be 7yrs old by 31st 
August. The registration form is on our website www.carmelitechurch.org/activities/catechism-
classes  or simply email cathechism.co-ordinator@carmelitechurch.org and request a form to be 
sent to you. Thanks 
 
Next Sunday is Stella Maris (Sea) Sunday 
Next Sunday is Sea Sunday when we think and pray about the lives of seafarers, their families 
and those who support them. We will hold a second collection next Sunday to support seafarers. 
 
Bereavement Support Group in our Parish 
Are you grieving the loss of a loved one? Why not join our Bereavement Support Group. We 
will meet at the Parish Centre on Wednesdays from 4.00pm – 5.30pm. For more information 
please contact Dani at danidegeorge@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1318 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £98 
        

Thank you for your generosity 
 
Fr. Thaddeus, OCD 


