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17th Sunday in Ordinary Time  –  24 July 2022 
 

A Lesson or Two on Prayer 
 
Today we learn several important aspects of prayer from the stories we hear in our readings. First, 
we learn that prayer happens in a context of intimacy or friendship. This is the major point of the 
dialogue between God and Abraham in our first reading. While some may find Abraham’s 
bargaining with God somewhat irreverent, this very aspect of the dialogue depicts the intimate 
relationship between God and Abraham (as representative of Israel). Abraham is so comfortable 
with God that he dares to push his luck well beyond the point of any sort of reason. God on his 
part is tolerant of Abraham’s persistence and is willing to spare a city for the sake of a few. And 
this is the second important point of this story. Abraham is interceding for the city of Sodom and 
Gomorrah which is doomed for destruction. So, we can confirm that God listens to the prayers 
made on behalf of others. We also see that God is prepared to spare this city if as few as ten good 
people can be found in it. The goodness of such a few persons could save a whole city. So we are 
assured that not only our prayers but also our honest and faithful living contributes to the wellbeing 
and salvation of others. 
 
The Gospel further highlights these points. We are given a pattern of prayer (Our Lord’s prayer or 
the Our Father) which begins with a note of intimacy – that we call God  ‘Father.’ This sets the 
tone of our prayer. If God is our Father, we can expect that He will give us whatever we ask for 
that is good. But we must ask. Asking is an acknowledgment of that relationship; it affirms that 
we are God’s children. 
 
To further highlight the need to ask as children do, we are told that we must ask persistently in the 
case that we have not received what we asked for. That is what children do, isn’t it? They ask, they 
pester you until they get what they want. However, as a good parent you would not give your child 
what he/she asks if you know that it would pose a danger to his/her wellbeing. Yet the child persists 
in asking. I suppose what a parent would usually do is offer the child an alternative that is safe. It 
is this image of a child/parent relationship that is invoked when we call God ‘Father’ as we begin 
our prayer. We are assured that far beyond any earthly parent, God knows how to give us what is 
good when we ask him. 
 
Our Gospel has a concluding note that it is the Holy Spirit that God gives to those who ask him. 
Now, the Holy Spirit is evidently the best gift that God can give to us, and it is always the perfect 
alternative to anything that we might ask for as God’s children. The Holy Spirit is the beginning 
and the end of our prayers. It is the Spirit that brings us to prayer, that enables us to turn to our 
Father for our needs. Not only that, He helps us to pray – or better still, prays in us – especially 
when we do not know the right thing to ask of God. We do not always know the right thing to ask, 
just like children. That is why the Spirit comes to our aid.  
 



The Holy Spirit also gives us the patience to persevere in prayer and gives us the understanding of 
what has been given to us in answer to our prayer. Therefore, He is the perfect answer to our 
prayer, and our Father always gives us the Holy Spirit whenever we ask him. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICES 

 
 
Registration for First Holy Communion 
We are also now accepting registrations for the next group of children to prepare for First Holy 
Communion. Classes will commence in September. If you have children for first holy 
communion, please do register them ahead of September. Children must be 7yrs old by 31st 
August. The registration form is on our website www.carmelitechurch.org/activities/catechism-
classes  or simply email cathechism.co-ordinator@carmelitechurch.org and request a form to be 
sent to you. Thanks 
 
Encounter Festival 
Our Carmelite Priory in Oxford is organising a weekend of encounter with self, God and others 
intended for those between 25 – 35 years old. The Encounter Festival is meant help you discover 
God as a dear friend and deepen your prayer life as well as find others to walk alongside you on 
the journey. Date is 29 – 31 July 2022. For registration and programme details, please visit the 
website www.carmelite.uk.net/retreats/encounter-festival/  
 
Amoris Laetitia (The Joy of Love)  – New reflection document on Marriage and Family 
Life (MFL). The MFL Committee, chaired by Bishop David Oakley, Lead Bishop for Marriage 
and Family Life, has produced a document of reflections on the main themes of Amoris Laetitia 
called ‘The Joy of Love’. https://www.cbcew.org.uk/the-joy-of-love-new-reflection-document-
on-marriage-and-family-life/ 

CELEBRATE 
‘Celebrate’ is a Catholic ministry helping support individuals. Communities and especially 
families to live an authentic Christian life. On their website they have a new online Family 
Activity Pack for Summer coming out on 22 
July https://www.celebratetrust.org/onlinefamilyactivitypacks  
If anyone would like to sign up to the CELEBRATE mailing list to keep up to date with what 
they are doing for families, you can sign up here: 
https://www.celebratetrust.org/get-in-touch (just scroll down to the bottom of the page). 
 
 
Feasts this Week 
Monday, 25th  St James the Apostle 
Tuesday, 26th   St Joachim and St Anne, parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Friday 29th   Saints Martha, Mary and Lazarus 
 
 
 
Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1030 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £142 
        

Thank you for your generosity 
 
Fr. Thaddeus, OCD 


