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4th  Sunday of Easter (Good Shepherd Sunday) – 8th May 2022 
 

A Message from Pope Francis on Vocations Sunday 
Today is a day of prayer for vocations. We reflect on the gift of vocations that God has given to 
each one of us. Our Holy Father has given a reflection to help us in our prayer. An excerpt is given 
below. You are invited to read the full message which can be found on our website.  

Called to be guardians of one another and of creation 
The word “vocation” should not be understood restrictively, as referring simply to those who 
follow the Lord through a life of special consecration. All of us are called to share in Christ’s 
mission to reunite a fragmented humanity and to reconcile it with God. Each man and woman, 
even before encountering Christ and embracing the Christian faith, receives with the gift of life a 
fundamental calling: each of us is a creature willed and loved by God; each of us has a unique and 
special place in the mind of God. At every moment of our lives, we are called to foster this divine 
spark, present in the heart of every man and woman, and thus contribute to the growth of a 
humanity inspired by love and mutual acceptance. We are called to be guardians of one another, 
to strengthen the bonds of harmony and sharing, and to heal the wounds of creation lest its beauty 
be destroyed. In a word, we are called to become a single family in the marvellous common home 
of creation, in the reconciled diversity of its elements. In this broad sense, not only individuals 
have a “vocation”, but peoples, communities and groups of various kinds as well. 

Called to build a fraternal world 
As Christians, we do not only receive a vocation individually; we are also called together. We are 
like the tiles of a mosaic. Each is lovely in itself, but only when they are put together do they form 
a picture. Each of us shines like a star in the heart of God and in the firmament of the universe. At 
the same time, though, we are called to form constellations that can guide and light up the path of 
humanity, beginning with the places in which we live. This is the mystery of the Church: a 
celebration of differences, a sign and instrument of all that humanity is called to be. For this reason, 
the Church must become increasingly synodal: capable of walking together, united in harmonious 
diversity, where everyone can actively participate and where everyone has something to 
contribute. 
When we speak of “vocation”, then, it is not just about choosing this or that way of life, devoting 
one’s life to a certain ministry or being attracted by the charism of a religious family, movement 
or ecclesial community. It is about making God’s dream come true, the great vision of fraternity 
that Jesus cherished when he prayed to the Father “that they may all be one” (Jn 17:21). Each 
vocation in the Church, and in a broader sense in society, contributes to a common objective: to 
celebrate among men and women that harmony of manifold gifts that can only be brought about 
by the Holy Spirit. Priests, consecrated men and women, lay faithful: let us journey and work 
together in bearing witness to the truth that one great human family united in love is no utopian 
vision, but the very purpose for which God created us. 



Let us pray, brothers and sisters, that the People of God, amid the dramatic events of history, may 
increasingly respond to this call. Let us implore the light of the Holy Spirit, so that all of us may 
find our proper place and give the very best of ourselves in this great divine plan! 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICES 

 
Priest Training Fund 
This Sunday is Good Shepherd Sunday and our second collection will support the Priest Training 
Fund. This fund pays for the priestly formation of men for the Catholic priesthood. There are 
currently 58 men studying at Allen Hall seminary, 17 of whom are from our own Diocese, and 
two men are studying in Rome, also from our Diocese. Last year four men who studied at Allen 
Hall were ordained to the priesthood to serve as our future priests. The fund also supports the 
ongoing enrichment and formation of our ordained priests. Your gift ensures we can provide 
training for these men responding to Christ’s call to dedicate their lives to serve God’s people. 
Please be as generous as you can. Please also pray for vocations and for all our priests. If you do 
not have a donation envelope, plenty are still available at the back of the church. You can use the 
QR code to make your donation online or visit www.rcdow.org.uk/donations. Thank you for 
your generosity. 

Volunteer for CAFOD 
CAFOD is currently looking for volunteers in your parish, with good public speaking skills, who 
want to help us tackle poverty and injustice.  Full training will be provided, no previous 
experience is necessary.  For further details, call Tony Sheen on 020 8449 6970 or 
email: tsheen@cafod.org.uk. 

Please Support ‘The Passage’ 
The Passage, a Catholic charity working with homeless people is raising funds through the Big 
Give a matched giving scheme until 12.00 noon on Monday 9 May.  Every £1 donated online 
before 12.00 noon on Monday 9 May makes £2 and £2.25 if you are a taxpayer through Gift 
Aid.  Please visit: https://bit.ly/BigGiveAprilMay22 to support the campaign. The campaign ‘It 
takes more than a house to make a home’ focuses on the services we provide to people who have 
been homeless in their journey to being happily settled in a new home.  The Passage would be 
very grateful for your support.  For questions about the campaign or assistance making a 
donation please ring 020 7592 1856. 
 
Cost of Living Hub 
The Mayor of London has launched a new Cost of Living Hub, which helps people access 
information, support and advice about claiming benefits, dealing with debt, financial 
management and mental health support. To explore the hub, please visit 
https://www.london.gov.uk/cost-living-hub 
 
Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1177 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £163 
            

Thank you for your generosity 
 
Fr. Thaddeus, OCD 


