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7th  Sunday of Easter  – 29th May 2022 
 

That they May be One – Listening with the Ear of the Heart 
 
After Jesus prays for his immediate disciples to be consecrated in the ‘truth,’ in our Gospel passage 
today, he prays for his remote disciples – those who through the disciples’ words would come to 
believe in Jesus. Jesus prays that they may all be one. 
 
Oneness or unity is what Jesus desires for his disciples, for all those who believe in him. And we 
know from the experience of our world that throughout history, we have all been very far from 
this ideal, not only as a church but also as individuals, families, co-workers, etc. Yet, as we hear 
Jesus speak, it is by being so completely one that the world would realise that it is the Father who 
sent him. Jesus had said the same thing in different words: ‘it by the love you show to one another 
that the world will know you are my disciples.’  

Incidentally, today we mark this year’s World Day of Communications. The theme of the Holy 
Father’s message for this year is Listening with the ear of the Heart. The Pope reflects on the 
theme of ‘listening’ as a way of fostering the unity that Jesus prayed for. He observes that “we are 
losing the ability to listen to those in front of us, both in the normal course of everyday relationships 
and when debating the most important issues of civil life. At the same time, listening is undergoing 
an important new development in the field of communication and information through the various 
podcasts and audio messages available that serve to confirm that listening is still essential in human 
communication.” 

The Pope further writes, “a respected doctor, accustomed to treating the wounds of the soul, was 
once asked what the greatest need of human beings is. He replied: “The boundless desire to be 
heard”. A desire that often remains hidden, but that challenges anyone who is called upon to be an 
educator or formator, or who otherwise performs a communicative role: parents and teachers, 
pastors and pastoral workers, communication professionals and others who carry out social or 
political service.” 

“The lack of listening, which we experience so often in daily life, is unfortunately also evident in 
public life, where, instead of listening to each other, we often “talk past one another”. This is a 
symptom of the fact that, rather than seeking the true and the good, consensus is sought; rather 
than listening, one pays attention to the audience. Good communication, instead, does not try to 
impress the public with a soundbite, with the aim of ridiculing the other person, but pays attention 
to the reasons of the other person and tries to grasp the complexity of reality. It is sad when, even 
in the Church, ideological alignments are formed and listening disappears, leaving sterile 
opposition in its wake. It is only by putting aside monologues that the harmony of voices that is 
the guarantee of true communication can be achieved.” 



Our God is faithful listener, for that is how he maintains his relationship with us his children. It is 
through listening, the Pope says, that God reveals himself “as the One who, by speaking, creates 
man and woman in his image, and by listening recognizes them as his partners in dialogue. God 
loves humanity: that is why he addresses his word to them, and why he “inclines his ear” to listen 
to them. On the contrary, human beings tend to flee the relationship, to turn their back and “close 
their ears” so they do not have to listen. The refusal to listen often ends up turning into aggression 
towards the other, as happened to those listening to the deacon Stephen who, covering their ears, 
all turned on him at once (cf. Acts 7:57).”  

Jesus is calling us, as he did his disciples, to evaluate our quality of listening. The true seat of 
listening is the heart. Listening with the heart enables us at the same time to pay attention 
to whom we listen, to what we listen, and to how we listen. “Listening always requires the virtue 
of patience, together with the ability to allow oneself to be surprised by the truth, even if only a 
fragment of truth, in the person we are listening to. Only amazement enables knowledge. I think 
of the infinite curiosity of the child who looks at the world around them with wide-open eyes. 
Listening with this frame of mind — the wonder of the child in the awareness of an adult — is 
always enriching because there will always be something, however small, that I can learn from the 
other person and allow to bear fruit in my own life.”  

Full text of the Pope’s message for World Communications Day is available on our website.    
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

NOTICES 
 
Bereavement Support Group in our Parish 
Are you grieving the loss of a loved one? Why not join our Bereavement Support Group. We will meet at 
the Parish Centre on Wednesdays from 4.00pm – 5.30pm starting from 1st June. For more information 
please contact Dani at danidegeorge@yahoo.co.uk 

 
Encounter Festival 
Our Carmelite Priory in Oxford is organising a weekend of encounter with self, God and others intended 
for those between 25 – 35 years old. The Encounter Festival is meant help you discover God as a dear 
friend and deepen your prayer life as well as find others to walk alongside you on the journey. Date is 29 
– 31 July 2022. For registration and programme details, please visit the website 
www.carmelite.uk.net/retreats/encounter-festival/  
 
Pulse Family Retreat 
The next retreat will be a full day starting at 9.00am to 5.00pm @ SPEC Centre, Pinner HA5 3EP. 
Registrations are now open and we would recommend to book as soon as possible. 
Children 0-12 years old are welcome. Organised for families by families. The retreat is structured around 
times of teaching and personal prayer for parents. Fr Matt Blake, Carmelite, will help the parents 
(re)discover the power of prayer. Children participate in a school of prayer specially tailored to their age, 
under the responsibility of volunteers. 
If you would like to register or just know a little bit more, please visit our website: 
https://www.pulse-retreats.com/catholic-family-retreat-june-2022 

Queen’s Jubilee Party in our Parish 
A party in honour of the Queen will be held in our priory garden on Sunday, June 5 immediately after the 
12.15pm Mass. Everyone is invited to pray for and rejoice with Her Majesty, the Queen. 

Collections Last Sunday Offering  £934 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £138 
            

Thank you for your generosity 
 
Fr. Thaddeus, OCD 


