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5th Sunday of Lent – 3rd April 2022 

 
The Mystery of Jesus Christ 

Let us listen to these words of St. Paul in our second reading today: “I believe nothing can happen that will 
outweigh the supreme advantage of knowing Jesus Christ my Lord…….I want only the perfection that 
comes through faith in Christ…..All I want is to know Christ and the power of his resurrection”. These are 
strong words and very personal words; they are spoken with great conviction. It is a message we find 
repeated, in many and varied ways, in Paul’s writings, we could paraphrase it something like this – “You 
have become Christian, but it saddens me that you still do not fully know or appreciate what it means to be 
a disciple of Jesus Christ. To be a disciple is to live human life in a totally new way, life is changed radically 
and permanently – there can be no going back to the old ways of thinking and living”. 

Paul sees the story of his personal conversion, and subsequent experience as a Christian, as the greatest 
proof of this conviction. Hence Paul speaks [and boasts] frequently in his letters of the difference Jesus 
Christ has made to his life. This is what he wants for all these new Christians and it saddens him that so 
many do not seem to understand or accept this. This is what he writes to the new Christians of Ephesus: 
“Out of His infinite glory, may He give you the power through his Spirit for your hidden self to grow strong 
so that Christ may live in your hearts through faith, and then planted in love and built on love, you will 
with all the saints have strength to grasp the breath and the length, the height and the depth; until knowing 
the love of Christ, which is beyond all knowledge, you are filled with the utter fullness of God”. 

What Paul says about the first converts to Christianity is true of Christians in all eras of history. Perhaps it 
is even more true today. We can never say that we know the “breath and the length, the height and the 
depth” of Jesus Christ, that is impossible, but we can say that we are still searching. Like Paul in today’s 
reading, we can say that we are “still running, trying to capture, straining ahead, racing for the finish”. The 
season of lent, the weeks leading up to Easter, is a privileged opportunity to search for, hunger for, long 
for, the deeper mysteries of Jesus Christ. Just like for the early Christians it would also be a tragedy for us 
if the words and ceremonies of this sacred season passed over our heads and did not enter and make an 
impact on our minds and hearts. 

These weeks provide us with very appropriate scripture readings to help us deepen our relationship with 
Jesus Christ. These reading need time and silence, so their deeper meaning will reveal itself. Over these 
weeks let us “live with” the stories of the Gospels and the other bible readings given to us. St. Teresa advises 
us many times in her writings to stay close to the people who were close to Jesus [Peter, John, Mary, Martha, 
etc.]. By staying close to these people, reflecting on their experience, praying with and to them, we are 
drawn closer to Jesus and deeper into the mystery of our Christian faith. 

St. John of the Cross advises us to listen particularly to the words and saying of Jesus that we find difficult 
to understand or accept – in these are deeper mysteries we need to hear. Let us conclude with his words: 
There is much to fathom in Christ, for he is like an abundant mine with many recesses of treasures, so that 
however deep individuals may go they never reach the end or bottom, but rather in every recess find new 
veins with new riches everywhere”. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 



HOLY WEEK & EASTER CEREMONIES 2022 

PALM SUNDAY 10 April 2022 
(Palm branches will be distributed at the entrance to the church) 

Masses:  6.00pm (Sat. Vigil) 
8.30am 
10.00am 
12.15pm 
6.00pm  

HOLY WEEK CONFESSIONS 
Mon 11th 11.00am—12.00pm, 5.00pm—6.00pm 
Tue 12th 11.00am—12.00pm, 5.00pm—6.00pm 
Wed 13th 11.00am—12.00pm, 5.00pm—6.00pm   (Note: Reconciliation Service will hold 

on this day at 4.30pm) 

HOLY THURSDAY 14 April 2022 
9.30am  Morning Prayer 
10.00am Holy Thursday Reflection by Fr Matt Blake (Livestream on website and Youtube) 
6.00pm  Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
Note: There is only one Mass on this day. Holy Thursday adoration will take place in the church after the 
Mass 

GOOD FRIDAY 15 April 2022 
9.30am  Office of Readings & Morning Prayer 
10.00am Good Friday Reflection by Fr Matt Blake (Livestream on website and Youtube) 
3.00pm  Celebration of the Passion of the Lord 
7.00pm  Stations of the Cross 

HOLY SATURDAY 16 April 2022 
9.30am  Morning Prayer 
10.00am Holy Saturday Reflection by Fr Matt Blake (Livestream on website and Youtube) 
9.00pm  Easter Vigil Mass 

EASTER SUNDAY 17 APRIL 2022 
Masses: 8.30am 

10.00am 
12.15pm 

6.00pm 

Please Note: During Easter week, Masses will be as usual at 8.00am, 12.15pm & 6.00pm. Adoration 
will be in the evening only from 4.30.pm.

Lenten Soup Kitchen 
As usual in our parish, there will be the Lenten Soup Kitchen on Friday, 7th April after the 12.15pm 
Mass. All are welcome to join us for soup in the meeting hall. 

Please see the ‘NOTICES’ section of our website for other events including job opportunities 

Collections Last Sunday Offering £1300 
Gift Aid Envelopes £118 

Thank you for your generosity 
Fr. Matt Blake, OCD 


