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2nd Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday) – 24th April 2022 

 
The Mystery of God’s Mercy 

The Feast of Divine mercy was instituted in 2001 by Pope John Paul II, and it arose out of a series 
of apparitions which Sr Faustina received. The Pope noted in his homily during the canonization 
of Sr Faustina that the message of the apparitions is linked to the experience of the World War. 
This is what the Holy Father said: 
Today my joy is truly great in presenting the life and witness of Sr. Faustina to the whole Church 
as a gift of God for our time. By Divine Providence, the life of this humble daughter of Poland 
was completely linked with the history of the twentieth century, the century we have just left 
behind. In fact, it was between the First and Second World Wars that Christ entrusted his 
message of mercy to her. Those who remember, who were witnesses and participants in the 
events of those years and the horrible sufferings they caused for millions of people know well 
how necessary was this message of mercy. 
(Pope John Paul II, Homily for Canonization of St Faustina, April 30 2000) 

This Pope’s reflection on our feast acquires greater significance today when our world is faced 
with another war, with people in Ukraine undergoing tremendous suffering. Now more than before 
is there need to call on God’s mercy for our suffering humanity. God’s mercy reaches out to 
humanity to do for us what we are incapable of doing for ourselves. God in His mercy looks at us 
in what we are, not just what we do. This is why He is able not only to forgive us but also to 
provide for us graces necessary for us to live happily forever. We say that God is mercy not just 
because of what He does but because mercy is His essential attribute. This is shown in the fact that 
God’s optimum revelation of His mercy is a Person – His Son Jesus who is our salvation. God’s 
Mercy came to dwell with us in other to experience everything that we are. So God looks at us in 
whole, including our experiences, and knows exactly what we are. 

When we listen to Jesus speaking in the Gospels we learn so many aspects of God’s mercy and He 
makes it clear that the single objective of our Christian life is to become merciful just as God is. 
We remember the three parables about God’s mercy in Luke 15. God is like the good shepherd 
who leaves 99 sheep to go in search of the one lost one. God is like a woman who sweeps out her 
house in search of her lost coin. And God is like a father who waits patiently for his lost son and 
comes out of the house to welcome him back when he returns. 
 
This is all because God Himself is mercy and has experienced everything that we are including 
our suffering. The Letter to the  Hebrews (4:15) assures us that “we do not have a high priest who 
is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who was tempted in every way that 
we are, yet was without sin. Therefore, we approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that 
we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.” This is a consolation for our 
world still in suffering, especially for those who are victims of war. God is not silent. As Pope 
Benedict says in one of his meditations, speaking about the meekness of Christ, the Passover 



Lamb:  “The Lamb with his mortal wound tells us that, in the end, it is not those who kill who will 
be the victors; on the contrary, the world is sustained by those who sacrifice themselves. It is the 
sacrifice of him who becomes the “Lamb slain” that holds heaven and earth together. True victory 
lies in this sacrifice. It gives rise to that life which imparts a meaning to history, through all its 
atrocities, and which can finally turn them into a song of joy.”  
 
As we continue to celebrate our experience of God’s mercy in the resurrection of our Lord, let us 
pray that people, especially those who make decisions that cause suffering to others, may 
experience the power of God’s mercy in their lives. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICES 

 
A Note of Thanks once again 
Thanks to all who have participated our Holy Week and Easter ceremonies both in person and 
electronically. A special thanks to all who put so much work into preparing the Church and 
organising the ceremonies – readers, servers, singers, musicians, cleaners, stewards, and so many 
more. Thanks for all your gifts during this Easter period. May the Risen Christ bring light, healing 
and hope into all our lives. 
 
Diocese of Westminster Synodal Pathway Report 
The archdiocese has recently published the synodal pathway report which incorporates all the 
conversations held within the diocese including our parish here. This report is available to read 
on our website (follow the ‘Our Parish Synodal Pathway’ on Homepage) as well as the 
archdiocesan website. When we have digested this report, it will be time to find ways of 
implementing some of the ideas we raised concerning our own church community. Please do 
read the report. 
 
Please Support ‘The Passage’ 
The Passage, a Catholic charity working with homeless people is raising funds through the Big 
Give a matched giving scheme until 12.00 noon on Monday 9 May.  Every £1 donated online 
before 12.00 noon on Monday 9 May makes £2 and £2.25 if you are a taxpayer through Gift 
Aid.  Please visit: https://bit.ly/BigGiveAprilMay22 to support the campaign. The campaign ‘It 
takes more than a house to make a home’ focuses on the services we provide to people who have 
been homeless in their journey to being happily settled in a new home.  The Passage would be 
very grateful for your support.  For questions about the campaign or assistance making a 
donation please ring 020 7592 1856. 
 
Job Opportunity – Warden & Clerk – St Scholastica’s Retreat  
The Trustees are seeking to appoint a Warden & Clerk to the Trustees for this almshouse charity 
that provides sheltered housing for Catholics in financial need aged 60 or over. Competitive 
Salary, pension, and accommodation onsite in Princes Risborough, Buckinghamshire. Closing 
date: Monday 9th May. For details of the role and how to apply, 
see:  www.stscholasticas.co.uk/warden-clerk-vacancy 
 
Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1139 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £275 
            

Thank you for your generosity 
Fr. Thaddeus, OCD 


