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5th Sunday in Ordinary Time C – 6th February 2022 

 
Our Lady of Lourdes 

Friday February 11th is the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes. It is also World Day of Prayer for the 
Sick. We will offer special prayers for the sick at each of our masses and we will bless all who 
come to pray for healing of body, mind or spirit. 
Mary appeared to Bernadette Soubirous at Lourdes February 11th ,1858. This was the first of 
eighteen appearances - the final one being July 16th, 1858 [Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel]. 
In pre-pandemic times an average of six million people come on pilgrimage to Lourdes each year, 
this includes large numbers of sick people. There is no other place in the world that brings together 
so many sick people and those who love and care for them. The “Spirit of Lourdes” [welcome, 
support, love, care and solidarity with all who are sick and suffering] has spread throughout the 
world. We do not need reminding, in these pandemic times, of how much our world needs the 
spirit and power of Lourdes. 
The fact that the final apparition took place on the Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel gave 
Lourdes a strong Carmelite connection from the beginning. I would like to speak about another 
Carmelite connection: Fr. Hermann Cohen OCD [Fr. Hermann founded this Carmelite Priory and 
Church here in Kensington 1862]. In 1858 Fr. Hermann was living at the Carmelite house at 
Tarasteix in the Pyrenees, near to Lourdes. He would have heard the news and stories of the 
apparitions.  
Initially many people did not believe Bernadette’s story and both Church and civil authorities tried 
to suppress the news. Bernadette was reluctant to speak with Fr. Hermann because other priests 
and authority figures had not believed her and treated her harshly. Fr. Hermann believed her story 
and was very kind, gentle and supportive when they met for the first time.  
Tuesday 21st September 1858 Fr. Hermann led the first group pilgrimage to the grotto of Lourdes 
[there were possibly other groups before this, but this is the first one to be led by a priest]. Many 
histories of Lourdes do not mention this because Lourdes was not officially recognised yet.  Fr. 
Hermann made two other contributions to the beginnings of Lourdes. He composed the music for 
the first hymn or canticle to Our Lady of Lourdes [a poem by Francois de la Bouillerie]. In 
addition, he sponsored the first Lourdes Banner [cost him 200 francs!] – almost every group that 
regularly goes to Lourdes commissions their own banner. 
Ten years later 1868, Fr. Hermann is now living back in France after founding this Church in 
Kensington. He develops a very serious eye condition and the specialists say he will almost 
certainly go blind. He prays a novena, washes his eyes with Lourdes water each day and make a 
pilgrimage to Lourdes – he is completely healed. It is one of the first cures to be noted in the 
“Annals of Lourdes”. These are the words of Dr. Gustave Boissarie: “We are not accustomed to 
cures as complete and instantaneous as this. They are quite outside the rules and traditions of our 
art. For my own part, I don’t know how to contest or interpret this happening.” 
 



Blessing of the sick: Lord Jesus, you went about doing good and healing all, we ask you to bless 
all who are sick. Give them strength in body, courage in spirit and patience with pain. Let them 
recover their health, so that, restored to the community, they may joyfully praise your name, you 
who live and reign for ever and ever. Amen 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICES 

 
Feast of St. Josephine Bakhita 
Tuesday February 8th is the Feast of St. Josephine Bakhita – a Day of prayer for victims of 
human trafficking and sexual exploitation. We remember especially the work of the Adoratrices 
Sisters, Kensington Square, through their Charity Rahab Project. [for further information 
www.rahabuk.com] 
 
Mrs. Johanna MacCarthy O’Hea RIP 
The funeral of Mrs. Johanna MacCarthy O’Hea will take place in this Church on Monday, 
February 7th, at 1.00pm. 
 
SRRCC - Volunteer Readers and Scribes 
St Richard Reynolds Catholic College is looking for some volunteer readers and scribes for their 
forthcoming summer exams: “We know that the presence of a reader and scribe can make a huge 
difference to a pupil sitting their exams and we are seeking volunteers for this very rewarding 
role.  You will experience first-hand the difference you can make to a pupil simply by being 
there. For further information please contact k.trimble@srrcc.org.uk or phone 020 8325 4630.” 
 
COVID – Remaining Cautious 
Although government restrictions have be eased further, we must continue to be cautious and 
continue to follow the guidance set out to ensure our safety in the church:  

• If you have any symptoms of cold or covid-19 you are advised to stay at home and not 
travel to the church 

• Please continue to wear a face covering while in the Church 
• Use the hand sanitizers at the entrance to the church  

 
 
Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1003 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £143 
     
            

Thank you for your generosity 
 
Fr. Matt Blake, OCD 


