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6th Sunday in Ordinary Time C – 13th February 2022 

 
Patrons of Europe 

For many weeks now we have been hearing about the possibility of war or further conflict between 
Ukraine and Russia. Let us pray for peace and reconciliation, in these two countries and in all 
countries where there is war and conflict in our world today. 
 Tomorrow, Monday February 14th, is the Feast of Saints Cyril and Methodius. It is an opportunity 
to pray and reflect on this threat to peace in our fragile world. In 1980 Pope John Paul made Saints 
Cyril and Methodius joint Patrons of Europe together with the existing Patron St. Benedict. One 
of his reasons was that he saw all of Europe as one and he wanted to balance east and west – 
Benedict representing the west, Cyril and Methodius representing the east. He saw these Christian 
Saints as an inspiration to heal and unite the faith and culture of Christian Europe. Later he will 
add three women as Patrons of Europe: Bridget of Sweden, Catherine of Siena and our own 
Carmelite, Edith Stein. 
Cyril (826 – 869) and Methodius (815 – 885) were brothers, born in Thessalonica. They were sent 
as missionaries to Moravia. Christianity was already established throughout the countries of 
eastern Europe. However, it was a “Latin” Christianity with prayer and worship in the Latin 
language. Cyril devised a script and an alphabet [still used today] to translate the bible and the 
liturgical books into Old Slavonic and later extended to other Slavonic languages. These 
translations into their own languages opened the treasures of Christianity to the peoples of Eastern 
Europe. They are the catalyst for the flourishing of Christianity in all these countries, including 
Russia and Ukraine. Hence, Cyril and Methodius have been given the titles “Apostles to the Slavs” 
and, by the Orthodox Churches, “Equal to Apostles”. 
While neither Cyril nor Methodius ever reached Ukraine or Russia their influence certainly did 
and is still very strong there today. In the Orthodox Churches their feast is celebrated May 11th 
and in western Christianity February 14th. We need their influence and inspiration more than ever. 
Let us pray that the wishes of Pope John Paul may be fulfilled and that all countries and peoples 
of Europe may live in peace with each other, and their spiritual and cultural unity may enable them 
to contribute to peace and wellbeing throughout the world. 
Every time we come to mass we hear the priest pray for peace and unity after we have prayed the 
Our Father. Let us make those words our own and pray them for all those parts of our world 
where there is war and conflict: 
Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant peace in our days, that, by the help 
of your mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe from all distress, as we await the blessed 
hope and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles: 
Peace I leave you, my peace I give you, look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, 



and graciously grant her peace and unity in accordance with your will. Who live and reign for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICES 

 
Pilgrimage to shrine of Notre Dame de Vie 
A Pilgrimage is being organised to the shrine of Notre Dame de Vie, Venasque, Provence, France, 
following in the footsteps of Blessed Marie Eugene. Date is Monday, May 30th to Friday, June 3rd 
with Fr. Matt Blake. For further information and booking please contact monivarenne@yahoo.fr 
 
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
Another pilgrimage is being organised to the Holy Land, with Fr. John McGowan o.c.d. Date is 
6 - 13 June 2022: 2 nights in Tiberias, 2 nights in Bethlehem and 3 nights in Jerusalem. Price is 
£1499 per person. To book or for further information please contact: Clare at Tagney Tours, 
01732886666. Email: sales@tangney-tours.com  Web: www.tangney-tours.com 
 
CAFOD’s Walk Against Hunger Lent challenge 
There are 200 million children in the world whose lives are at risk from malnutrition. This Lent, 
challenge yourself to walk 200km, and help give hunger its marching orders. Do 5k a day, your 
way, for 40 days, get sponsored and you’ll conquer your 200km target in time for Easter – and 
help people around the world to live free from hunger. To find out more or take part, go to 
cafod.org.uk/walk. 

Annual Mass of Thanksgiving for the Sacrament of Matrimony 
The Cardinal is inviting to this Mass all couples in the Diocese, who are celebrating their 5th 10th, 
25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th (and every year over 60) Wedding Anniversary of Catholic Marriage 
in 2022.  It will be held at Westminster Cathedral, Saturday 14th May 2022 at 3pm. If you are 
celebrating an anniversary, please give your parish clergy the following details: husband and 
wife’s names, wedding date, full postal address and email (or telephone number, if no email).  

Job Opportunity – Warden & Clerk – St Scholastica’s Retreat  
Competitive Salary, pension, and accommodation onsite in Princes Risborough, 
Buckinghamshire. The Trustees are seeking to appoint a Warden & Clerk to the Trustees for this 
almshouse charity that provides sheltered housing for Catholics in financial need aged 60 or 
over. For details of the role and how to apply, see:  www.stscholasticas.co.uk/warden-clerk-
vacancy 

COVID – Remaining Cautious 
Although government restrictions have be eased further, we must continue to be cautious and 
continue to follow the guidance set out to ensure our safety in the church:  

• If you have any symptoms of cold or covid-19 you are advised to stay at home and not 
travel to the church 

• Please continue to wear a face covering while in the Church 
• Use the hand sanitizers at the entrance to the church  

 
Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1135 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £92 
           

Thank you for your generosity 
 

Fr. Matt Blake, OCD 


